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Samuel Pepys was writing this portion of Ms d 
tfie^cour^ of events led on to the Peace of Br« 
*•* ended war with the Dutch in. July, 1667, w 
months of the date at wMch this volume < 
4 see how the Peace was brought about, not or 
absolute inability of England to maintain th( 
by the^profiigate kin g’s convictions that he coult 
another penny by it for his own base pjpasi 
House of Commons was wholly, openly, and m 
distrustful of the kind’s good faith? It ha 
checks upon the mis-application of the public n 
set on foot inquiries from wMch nea^y ev< 
man into whose hands some part of the money 
flinched. The king, who, according to the 
rendered, should have £900,000 in hand for i 
service, was £900,000 behindhand. If the 
Commons met again to consider the questic 
money, to all past evidences of the shame brou 
m public service there would be added the 3lisc< 
£l,800,0C|g had been embezzled by the base kii 
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pleaded tliat Ms salary had be^n. left unp 
had no more money of Ms £wn left % 
with. P epys tells oi the long’s musicians 
* having being left five jOars_ unpaid, andd 
Evans, “ having not his equal in the worl 
day die for mere want, and was fain to 1 
alms of the parish, and carried to his gra^ 
night without one link, but that Mr. Hin 
chance, ^and did give 12d. to buy two 
Whenever the King walked in Ms own ! 
# meet faces of men whom he was thus run 

The evidence of public corruption stil 
the Diary. Tepys did Ms work honestb 
very great pains to keep the King and th< 
fully acquainted with the state of affair 
work through the watches of the night ai 
he thought necessary to the public ser 
proud of the credit he thus earn© 
capacity, and of the annual increase o 
quick rise from humble beginnings. E 
by making himself valuable, as a bee an 
and by tact in managing the great men 
or mar him. ^ 

But every public office was a nest of co 
a naval war afoot the Admiralty had lar 


DiTTRODU CTION . 


1 


by men lively to~tell that be accepted it. Otl 
^llects silver flagons and silver plates till be is 
tfe able to invite great men-sfco a dinner at wbicl 
served upon silver ; when every silver plate of 
doOen bas been O bribe, or part of a bribe, 
was bonest, as bis world went, and be never 
fyribe bis duty to tbe king. Wben tbe pe 
severely Squeezed by a Poll Tan, tbat cangbt t 
ings and tbeir possessions in every direction, w 
were being thrown up, and thousands were bei 
Pepys. like bis neighbours, escaped from a lai 
tbe payment by evading just reborns. Havii 
five thousand pounds of cash in possession, u 
there would be tax to pay, be notes tbat he na 
to acknowledge and pay tax for a thousand, 
tbat City men, who possessed much more mone 
nothing, he would not be so rude as to suggest 
in them by setting a different example. 

Within this period we have also tbe frequem 
of tbe wilderness left by tbe Fire of Lone 
sitting in bis hackney coach with a drawn &\ 
band wben be crosses after dark ; fresh outb] 
cellars ; smoke rising here and there, even t 
after tbe great fire itself ; and still tbe sugges 
terror of tbe fire in tbe lasting impressior 
Pepys’ mild, bis dreams of fire, and dread of fi 
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see was the young ladies of the school 
great store very pretty.” There is hist 
clothes for himself and for hiS wife, and 
Mrs. Pepys appears unexpectedly in ligh 
him “ horrid angry ” with ar short petticO< 
that he could not endure to see her. There 
convention ” with Ms wife that whe] 
Knipp or any other pretty woman a pres 
her as much. There are the plays, in< 
Maiden Queen, the cMef new play of the: 
are the meetings of the men of science, 1 
on the transfusion o£ blood. There 
Mstorical persons of the time wMch i: 
their valets de chambre and to the fri 
nobody can save them ; there ar^the fa* 
the street, and there is a bright little sk< 
bear-garden tb£fc explains very clearly 1 
entertainment became a bye-word foi 
fusion. 

The picture of England in the day 
Second, and of the King’s Court, as 3 
received, in the record of the months i 
1666, to May 80th, 1667, many lively 
was not witmn Pepys’ experience to S€ 
27th of April, 1667, signing an agreeme: 
dise Lost ” to Samuel Simmons for £5, 
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November 1st, 1666. Dp, and was presented to 
Burton, one of our smiths’ wi^es, with a very nob! 
cake, which I presently resolved to have my wife g< 
with to-day, and some wine, and house-warm my Bett? 
Michell, which she Readily resolved to do. Fror 
dinner, my wife and my brother, and H«swer am 
Barker, away to Betty MiehelPs, to Shadwell. 

2nd. On board the Ruby, French prize, the only shi; 
of war we have taken from any of our enemies thi 
year. It seems a very good ship, but with gallerie 
quite round the stem, to walk in as a balcony, whic 
will be taken down. She has also about forty goo 
brass gufis, but will make little amends to our loss i 
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SO fine as I expected ; however, • 
This, and (he sheets Sf paw 
- me come to £3; and though it he xr 
% out on pleasure, yet it being in 

think much of it. 

4th (Lord’s day.). My tailors ma 
W bmideoat to wear with it , and 

Mted sword .-so I rose and dressed 
mysetf mightily ini W d so does. 

dressed to church ; and after chnrch 
Sir J. llmnes he got Mrs. P e g£ &lo 

^ago^dim.rforthem.andveiy 

i bemg veiT cold, to Whitehall, 1 
fearful of an ague, my vest being ne 
tte coat cut not to meet before upon m 
m the gallery till the Council was up 

X£' ^ L ° Td Gbamb ™ 

who tells me my Lord General is bec< 

U , peopIe ’ 8 and that he 

several slurs from ifoA -r^ , 
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witli hobldy bifii Troutbecke, whom nobot 
'keep company 'with, of whom be told me this 
o?-ce the Duke of Albemarle, in his dr 
notice as of a wonder, that Nan Hide shoul 
to be Duchess of York: “Nay,” says 
j^e’er ponder at that ; for if you will give 
bottle of wine, I will tell you as great, if n< 
miracle.” And what was that, but that “ oui 
(meaning his Duchess), should come to 
of Albemarle”? Sir G-. Carteret shows 


letter, all in cipher, from my Lord Sandw 
The contents he hath ^not yet f oun$ out, 
me my Lord is not sent for home, as se 1 
have inquired after me. Begun to"' rea 
Discourse upon 666,” which pleases me mi; 

5th. To my Lady Peterborough, who 
speak with me. She makes mighty moan 
ness of the times, and her family as to i 
Lord’s passionateness for want thereof*-^] 
of comiijg in of rents, and no wages from 
York No monev to be had there, for wa* 
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my expectation, I met my L«rd H 

come to town two days since 4roin 

brought Ms sister and brother Ca: 

are at Sir GL Carteret’s.* Afte 

Thomas Crewe went aside to 

matters, and do find b;f Mm t 

gentlemen are publicly jealous of 

Parliament, and that they do do 

^they propose; and that the tn 

* country gentlemen are for a lam 

*"*■ ^ general excise, is, because they ar 

latter be granted, they shall nevfi 

whereas the land-tax will be bul 
«r eft 

r. when the w^r ceases, there wi] 
by the Court to keep it up. ! 
would be very glad to get sometl 
Carteret, and will not let their ir 
* have got something. He do, fron 

at the Committee for examining 
City, conclude it, as a tMng certs 
hv Mots r it beinor nroved bv man 
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^.4enants, ^Ilo aie, in thei? leases, all of them genera 
% ^ c tied to maintain and upheld their houses, shall beay 
loss of the fire ; $nd they say thajt tenants should, agai 
all casualties of fire, beginning’ either in their own 
hi their neighbour’s [premises] ; but, where it is d< 
*— > by an enemy, they are not to do it. And this was 
an enemy, there having been one convicted and hanj 
upon t his very score. This is an excellent salvo 
the tenants, and for which I a-m glad, because of 
father’s house. After dinner and this discourse 
took coach, and at the same time find my Lord E 
chingbroke and Mr. «Pohn Crewe afid the doctor go 
: out to see the ruins of the City ; so I t-ook jjhe doe 

into my .hackney-coach, and he is a "gory fine so 
gentleman, and so through the City. But, Lo 
what pretty and sober observations he made of 
City and its desolation; till anon we came to 
house, and there I took them upon Tower Hill to si 
^ them what houses were pulled down {here since 

. n 4-l» /\<V> 4- y*. Wt-VT T-» /Vil n A AHA T i-wAn 4-1 


and see the play at Con: 

* I should get home be< 
lateness of the night to 

* but having this evening 
is come to town, and 
heard how Mr. John Pi< 
week, and to a fortune 1 
necklace*of pearl and tw 
Sir Gv Carteret hath ; 
coming to town, I hoili 
bonfire through the who' 
wall, which is strange, 
disposition of the City a 
was said'" of, a£fd feare 
Papists, than just at this 

6th. After dinner don 
reading “ Duchess of Ms 
good At night home, 
who supped w$h us, and 

7th Called at Paithon 
wife to draw by this win 
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x^day, in his chamber, theyihave it at Court, as well as • 
here, that a fatal day is to expected shortly, of 301 
^reat mischief ^ whether by the Papists, or what, th 
are not certain. But the^day is disputed; some s 
^next Friday, others a day sooner, others later ; and 
hope ail will prove a foolery? But it is observable hi 
everybody’s fears are busy at this time. 

8th. I to Westminster Hall, and there'met IV 
Gre^r, who tells me that the House is sitting still, a 
now it was six o’clock, and likely to sit^till midnigl 
and have proceeded fair to give the King his sup] 
presently ; and herein have done nfore to-day than v 
hoped for. Sir W. Coventry did t|ds night tell ] 
how the business is about Sir J. Minne^ ; that he is 
be a Commissioner, and my Lord Brouncker and i 
W. Pen are to be Comptroller jointly, which I am vt 
glad of, and better than if they were either of th< 
alone ; and do hope truly that the King’s business v 
be better done thereby, and infinitely letter than m 
it is. Mr. Grey did assure me this night, that he v 
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9th. To Mrs. Pierce’s, by $ppo 
•find good company; a fair lady, m 
Mrs. "Corbet, Knipp*; and*f or men 
Mr. Lloyd, Sir W. CoveKtry’s c 
Tripp, who dances well. After 
dancing, Knipp and I to sing, and 1 
Downing; who loves and nnderstan 
all means- have my song of “Be? 
Knipp had spread abroad, and he « 
tiing he ever heard. GSing to dai 
comes news iha£ Whitehall was on 
more particulars, that the Horse -2 
and so we ran np to the garret, and 
great fire ; %nd by-and-by we. saw a 
blown up with powder. The ladies 
be afraid, one fell into fits. The 
alarm. Drums beat and trumpet 
guards every where spread, runnic 
the street. And I began to have mi 
how things might be, for we are i: 
common fame, this night, or to-i 
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^then we Vere |*little cheered up again, 
‘’and pretfy merry. But$ above all, tberi 
dumb boy that I knew in Olivers time, v 
acquainted here, and wit'll Downing; 
strange signs of the fire, and bow tbe Kn 
®a&d n?any things they understood, bnl 
which I wondered at, and discoursing 
about it. “ Why,” says he, £< it is only s 
you will understand him, and make h 
you^ith as much ease as may be” Sol 
tell him that I was afraid that my coach 
and that he should go down and steal o: 
out of the coach and keep it, and that y 
coachman to stay. He did this, so that 
did go down, and like a cunning rogue, 
coach, pretending to sleep ; and, by-and 
work, but finds the seats nailed to the 
could not do it ; however, stayed there, 
coach till the coachman’s patience was q 
beat th^ dumb boy by force, and so v 

jl . T .3 J J T,* — 


And so did : but at Jhe Savoy? got a 
back and took up the -women ; and 
people come from the fire, understood 
overcome and all well, we merrily pa 
Stopped by several guards and constabl 
the town v round the wall, as we we 
arms. Being come home, we to card 
jftoming, and drinking l^mVs-wool. i 
10th. The Parliament did fall foul 
again yesterday ; and we must arm t 
amined, which 1 am sorry for ^it i 
trouble to erne, a&d shame upon the c 
* Lord Brouneker and Sir Thomas Hi 
house, and there Mrs. Williams and 
and an excellent dinner. Mr. Tern] 
dinner, fell to play on the harpsichon, 
everybody, that I left the house withx 
and no creature left'standing by her to 
an hour, to make an end of Potter’s I 
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says, aiM everybody el^ discourses, that she is poisoned; 
and Oi%ed tells me, € tliat it is said that there hath 
♦been a design to poison the King® What the meaning 

£ 9 

of all these sad signs is® the Lord only knows ; but 
every day things look worse and worse. God fit ns f oi 
# iJhe T»orst ! ® 

11th. (Lord’s-day.) To church, myself %nd wife, 
where the old dunce Meriton, of St. Martin’s, West- 
minster, did make a very good sermon, beyond ngy 
expectation. To my uncle Wight’s, and their enter- 
tainment so bad, that I am in pam to be there, 
Wooly’s wife, a silly woman, anch not very handsome, 
but no spirit in her at all ; and their discourse mean. 

and the fear of the troubles of the^times hath mad* 

c . 

them not to bring their plate to town, since it was 
carried out upon the business of the fire, so that thej 
drink in earth and a wooden can, which I do not like. 

12th. Creed tells me of my Lady Denham, whom 
everybody says is poisoned, and she h&ih said it to the 
Duke York ; but is upon the mending hand, thougl 


$eady to drink to ns, his^butler being 
though we know him to be a very libe 
my wife out, intending to have gom 
my Lady^ Jemima, at 'Whitehall, but 
there was at the Hew Exchange, that’s 
in half an hour, and therefore "light, 
My wife and all the i^aids [being] 
whom. I put confidence in — she and I, 
and Tom and W. Hewer, did bring up i 
of my money, and my plate chest, but < 
placed the^none^in my study, with i 
* plate in my dre#sing-room ; but indee< 
pain to think how to dispose of my 
wholly unsafe to keep it all in coin in o: 
and I did stop, the Duke of York l 
away from seeing of it, at Paul’s, a 
vocation- Housed ard did there see the 
Braybrooke, Bishop of London, that di 
fell down in the tomb out of the great 
Faith’s this late fire, and is here seen 1 
tlje flesh on ; but all tough and dry, li 
leather, or touchwood all upon his b< 
turned ifeide. A great man in his 
Chancellor ; and [his skeleton] now 
handled and derided by some, though 
duration by others. Many flocking to i 


1 I 

13th. § To I^shopsgat® Street, and tliere bought som 
drinking-glasses, a case of knives, and other thing 
«p expectation of my Lord H^nclnngbroke’s coming i 
dine with me. So home® and do here receive noth 
from my Lord Hinchingbroke that he is not well, an 
( %o n<$> in condition to com£, which I am not in mue 
trouble for, because of the disorder my house is ii 
by the bricklayers coming to mend the chimney in m 
dining-room for smoking, which they were upc 
alm ost till midnight, and fiave now: made it ve] 
pretty, and do carry smoke exceeding well. Th 
evening come all the Houblons to me, to invite me 
sup with them to-morrow night. _I did _ take the 
home, and there we sat and talked a good while, and 
glass of wine, and then parted till to-morrow nigl 
So at night, well satisfied in the alteration of r 
chimney, I to bed. 

14th. To Knipp’s lodging, whom I find not ready 
go home with me ; and there stayed fading of W; 

TOrfiAs. whilst she finished dressing:, her husba: 


that we could not piffc oi 
great dinner of my -k° r( 
come. My wife and I in 
Jemima at Whitehall, \ 
so fall hf coaches, ey< 
thither to* make themst 
i^ight, we could not do a: 
her brother. Sir Gr- Calf 
my Lord Hollis had beei 
in what a condition ^e a 
Lord Sandwich’s letter 
lack of money, ^iich S 
in the world to get the I 
wishes him for that reas< 
will he brought to disgrf 
To the “Pope’s Head,” 
and Dr. Croon#. Hr. 
meeting at Gresham Col 
they now haye every W 
pretty experiment of tl 
he died, into the body oi 
Mb own ran oat on the 
upon the place, and tb 
to do jprelL This did 4 
fishes, as of the blopd c 
Archbishop, and snch-li 
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yt may, if it taAs, "be of mighty use to man’s health, fc 
# the amending of had bfood*by boijrowing from a*bett< 
€)ody. • m 9 

15th. To Mrs. Pierce’s, where I find her as fine i 
■0 possible, and Mr. Pierce going to the ball at night ; 
m Court, it being the Queen’s birthday. I g&so to tl 
ball, and with much ado got up to the loft, ^here wil 
much trouble I could see yery well. Anon the horn 
grofv full, and the candles light, and the King ar 
Queen and all the ladies sat : and ft was indeed 
glorious sight to see Mrs. Stewart in black and whi 
lace, and her head and shoulders dressed with diamond 
and the like many great ladies moi^ only^ the Quee 
none ; and the King in his rich vest of some rich si] 
and silver trimming, as the Duke of York and all tl 
dancers were, some of cloth of silver, and others < 
other sorts, exceeding rich. Presently after the Kir 
was come in, he took the Queen, and^ about fourtee 
* more couple there were, and began the Bransles. 1 


I 

\ 24 * 

$11 most excellently dressed fti rich 
gowns* and diamonds^and p^arhf. Af te 
tjien to a Corant, and now and then a 
hut that so rare that the Corants grew 
wished it done. Only Mrs. Stewart 
finely, and many French Thrnces, sp< 
King called the Kew Dance, which wa 
hut upon the whole matter, the business 
o# itself was not extraordinary pleasing. 
k and sight of thg persons were indeed 
and worth my coming, being newer like 
gallantry while I liv&, if I should dbme 
About twelve at jpght it broke up. 
•with my wife# who was displeased 
dancing, and satisfied with the doth* 
My Lady Castlemaine, without whom 
being there, wexy rich, though not danc 
16th. This noon I met with Mr. Hoc 
me the dog which was filled with anot3 
at the College the other day is very w 
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but it mil cerate upgn them to set all i 
and get*money to carr^ on the war before 


#or else lay out for a peace lipon &iy term 
# great conveiSenee to-night tfiat what I 1 
in shorthand, I could read it to W. H 
•tak^t fair in shorthand, as I can read 
to Sir W. Coventry, and then come hoir 
read it to me while I take it in longliai 
which saves me much time. 

18th. (Lord’s day.) On fodfc to Whiteh 
appointment I met Lord Brouncker aff S: 
try’s chamber, andjbhere I read qgre r m 3 ? 
and they approved it : so I think it is as 
in the manner, and believe it is**bhe 
matter of it, as ever come from any ofec< 
To Sir W. Batten. He was in a huff 
light of, but he signed the letter, though 
go, and liked the letter well. Sir W. 1 
he would not stay for it : so, making^sli 
Pen’s-putting so much weight upon hi 
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filled, and I sent them to Mrs. Marti: 
-promised some of my own, and havii 
own, sent her this. # Took* coach to 
there visited my Lady ^mpa, at Si 
lodgings. Here was Sir Thomas Crew 
how hot words grew again to-day in 
Lords between my Lord Ossory and Asi 
saying that something said by the othe: 
one of Oliver’s Council. Ashley said h< 
reparation, or he would t^Jce it his own w 
therefore did baing my Lord Ossory 
fault, and ask pardon for it, as he did aJ 
Buckingham, for saymg that somefting 
that my Load Buckingham had said. 

• 20th. To chinch, it being thanksgivi 
cessation of the plague ; but. Lord ! ho 
say that it is hastened before the plague 
there being some people still ill of it, h 
ground for plays to be publicly acte 
Bishops would not suffer till the plague 
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* m 

greatness of dme business, and my Lon 
sleeping* and snoring tbe greater part of t 

• 21st. I to ^vait on Sir Phi^p lloward, 
dressing bimself in bis night-gown and ■ 
Turk, but one of tbe finest persons that 6 

* ?ny liie. He bad several g&itlemen of bis 
on him, and one playing finely on tbe gi 
courses as well as ever I beard man, in f < 
handsome. He expressed all kindness tc 
I told him bow sick be is : % he says^tl 
comes to be mustered again, be must brir 
of bis swearing tbe oaths of Aliegianc 
macy, and having taken tbe Sacrament 
tbe rites of tbe Church of England. * JC1 
is imposed on all. 

22nd. My Lord Brouneker did showm 
print of tbe City, with a pretty repress] 
part which is burnt, very fine indeed; 
that he was yesterday sworn the King’ 
that the King bath commanded him to ; 
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and I hope our King will, if it-Jpe so, as^ ■ 
is : being told by one that cam% over from 
my Lady Eanshaw, $ho ^is* come over witl 
&>dy of her husband, and that saw it beloi 
away. This makes me mighty merry, it be 
genious kind of affront ; but yet it makes m 
see that tie King of England is become so ' 
have the sfffront offered him. Batelier dit 
some oysters to-night, and some bottles of n 
wine of this year, mighty good, but I 
little. m 

23rd. Attended ihe Duke of York, wh 
other things, we had a complaint of Si 
Jennings’s against his lieutenant, Le Kevt 
had been long the Duke’s page, and for whon 
of York hath great kindness. It was ; 
quarrel, where one was as blamable as the 
was referred to further examination, but th 
York declared, 4hat as he would not favo 
dienee, so neither drunkenness. I snoke wi 
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raised, Tyill bl laised and put into the c 

0> 9 the last, was, ^ to come^nto the Exehe 

* • 

see, I must confess I think 


aught I 
Way. • 

24th. With Sir J. Minnes by coach 
£b.e Trinity House, where it is kept aj 
the framing of their other house in 
here a great many met at Sir Thomas 1 
his being made an Elder Brother ; but 
so c^uld not be there. Here wsas mueh 
and very merry; but the discourse 
seems, is confirmed, and that they are 4 
arms, and do declare for King and Co's 
very ill news. I pray G-od deliver xA«f 
sequences we may justly fear from' 
Warwick, I find, is full of trouble in ] 
how things go, and what our wants art 
no delight to trouble him with disc< 
honour the man with all my heart, and 
be a very able, right-honest man. 1 
printed* discourse of witches by a mem 


sermon, of our duty to imitate* the lives Jan 
of Christ and the Saints departed, and di 
handsomely and excefieni^ still ; but was ji 1 
large in magnifying the graces of the nobilit 
lates, that we have seen in our memories in 
whom G-od hath taken from ns. At the e 
sermon an excellent anthem; but it was i 
thing, an idle companion in our pew, a pn 
<¥>unsellor tliat hath been heretofore at the 1ST 
and noted for a jp’eat ea^er and drinker, not 
tity, but of the best, his name, Tom Bales 
know a fitter anthem for this sermon,” spea 
of our duty^of following the saints, and I 
* what. “ Cook 9 should have sung, 4 Con 
follow me/ ” To Sir G-. Carteret’s to dinn 
much 'company. Among others, Mr. Carterc 
Lady Jemima, and Mr. [John] Ashbun 
great man, who is a pleasant man, and that 
much of the wofld, and more of the Court. 
Court, and attended there till the Council 
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lay Lord Treasurer, I was content the 
uc out. All the talk o£ Scotland, win 
•eport, I perceive, runs but upon three 
<T in* arms ; but {bey believe that it y 
and do seem to apprehend it much, as 
f France had a hand in it. My L< 
does make nothing of it, it seems, i 
ensure him for it, he from the „beginn: 
there was nothing in it, whereas it d 
ee a pure rebellion; but no persons 
g in it, all do hope that it~ cannot amo 
Eere I saw Mrs. Stewart this aftemc 

f- c 

:<he beautifullest creature that ever I sav 
re than ever I thought "her, s<r often a 
aer;, and I do begin to Slink do exe 
lastlemaine, at least now. This being 
day, the Queen was at mass by se 
morning ; and, Mr. Ashburnham does 
er saw any one have so much zeal in his 
h : and, the question being asked by 
iret, much beyond the bigotry that ever 
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have her ; my Lord Hinchingbroke wis 
* have her ; my Lord John Butler might 
my iTord of Rochester would have force 

Popham, who nevertheless is lik( 

would do anything to have her. 

26th. Into the house o£ Parliament 
great Committee. I did hear, as long ai 
great caser against my Lord Mordaunt, j 
rary proceedings of his against one Ta 
imprisoned, and did ^all the violenc 
only to get Sim to give way to hi 
daughter. Here was Mr. Sawyer, my 
fellow, a counsel against my Lord ; and 
see him in so good play. Here I met, 1 
xnittee sat, with my cousin Roger Pepys 
I have spoke with him this parliament, 
mised to come, and bring Madam Tm 
who is come to town to see the City, be 
her goods of alb kinds in Salisbury Com 
Turner having not endeavoured, in her a 
mi a nATinv. to dine with me on Pridav 
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broke, wh® pro^i?ses to dj^ne with me to-i 

faring Mr.* Carteret alo^g with him. 1 

C^we, and had some good 'discourse w: 

doubting that all will break In pieces in tl 

and that the taxes now coming out, which 

jpuae n^m in three or four several capai 

land, office, profession, and money at inte 

the hardest that ever came out ; and do tl 

owe it, and the lateness of its being giv< 

the mfpreparedness of the Kdng’f own pa 

their demand and choice; for they hav 

the giving it by land-^ax, which had bee 

since. Having ended my visit, I spoke to 

Crewe, to invite him and his brother Jo) 

% 

to-morrow; and so homewards, calling a 
who is to dress it, to bespeak him ; and th< 
there set things in order for a very fine di 
28th. To Whitehall; where, though ii 
and rains hard, yet the Duke of York 
r hunting. We therefore lost our labour, ; 
things readv acrainst dinner at home: ; 


sermon, of our duty to imitate# the lives Jar 
of Christ and the Saints departed, and d 
handsomely and exeeflent* still ; but was 
large in magnifying the graces of the nobili 
lates, that we have seen in our memories in 
whom G-od hath taken froxi ns. At the 
sermon an excellent anthem; bnt it was 
thing, an l&le companion in our pew, a pi 
Counsellor that hath been heretofore at the 1 
and noted for a j^reat ea^er and drinker, noi 
tity, bnt of the best, his name, Tom Bale 
know a fitter antlien? for this sermon,” spc 
of our duty^of following the saints, and 1 
„ what. “ Cook e should have snng, ‘ Co 
follow me/ ” To Sir Gr. Carteret’s to din 
much 'company. Among others, Mr. Carte 
Xiady Jemima, and Mr. [[John] Ashbu 
great man, who is a pleasant man, and tha 
much of the woeld, and more of the Couri 
Hnnrt and attended there till the Cottnc 
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perceivo, of |iy Lord Treasurer, I was coi 
s % ^ with, and went out. All the talk of Scot 

m Jhe highest report, I percerre, runs but up 
* xour hundred^ in’ arms ; but they believe 
grow more, and do seem to apprehend it 
^ *he King of France had^a hand in it. 
Lauderdale does make nothing of it, it 
people do censure him for it, he from th< 
saying that there was nothing in it, whe 
appear to be a pure rebellion; but no 
quality being in it, all do hope that itvcaE 
to much. Here I saw Mrs. Stewart thii 
methought the beautifullest creature that e 
my life, more than ever I thought "her, so 
have seen her;, and I do begin to tfhinl 
my Lady Castlemaine, at least now. Th: 
Catherine’s day,, the Queen was at mas 
o’clock this morning ; and, Mr. Ashburnhi 
that t he never saw any one have so much ze 
as she hath*, and, the question being, a* 


34 


PEPYS’S DIARY. 


dinner, and then broke np with grea1|;pl 
cially to myself; and they away r only 1 
^ and I to Gresham Qollege, where the; 
weekly again, and here they had good di 
this late experiment of the dog, which : 
good health, may be improved for good i 
Here was Mr. Henry Howard, that will 
Duke of Norfolk, who is admitted this < 
Society, and being a very proud man, i 
values himself upon Ins family, writes his 
does everywhere, Henry Howard of Norf 

29th. I late at ~ the office, and all the n 
put into ja letter this night to my Lord I 
Chatham, thgst — 

“I doubt not of your Lordship’s hes 
Thomas Clifford’s succeeding Sir H. Pc 
Comptrollership of the King’s house ; but 
ill, but confirmed, tidings from the Barba< 
have reached" you yet, it coming but yes 
that about eleven ships, whereof two of th< 
Hope and Coventry, going thence with m 
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nel, in order togireet with^ur Smyrna sliip; 

liear do bright ns with £he King of Swec 
o$r mast-ships at Gottenburgjh. % Bnt m 
• much ill news^ true, to afflict ourselves ^ 
uncertain. That which I hear from Sco 
^D%ke gf York’s saying, yesterday, that he 
the Lieutenant-General there hath driven 
pound, somewhere towards the mountains. 

“ To show how mad we are at home, he 
for atLy troubles : my Lord St. Sbhn did, t 
since, openly pull a gentleman in Westi 
hy the nose, one Sir ^ndrew Henly^ whih 
were upon their benches, and the other ge 
give him a rap over the pate with hiS* ca 
fray the Judges, they say, will make a £ 
men are only sorry the gentleman did pi 
turn a blow ; for, otherwise, my Lord won 
soundly fined for the affront, and may b< 
affront to the J udges.” ^ 

30th. To Whitehall, and pretty to see, 
AnrlWfi dav. how some few did wear £ 


3 § 


PEPYS'S DIARY. 


only of log- wood, that hath l^ppt tl 
in it. Going further, I mgt mj 
Bludworth, under Vhom # the City 
T Lord! the silly talk that* this sil 
how ready he would be to part wi 
these difficult times, to advocate 
and complaining that now, as eve] 
the fire, Everybody endeavours to s 
^ the whole perish : hut a very wea 
be. By coach home, # in tlie even 
thome’s, buying three of my Lady < 
printed this day, ♦which indeed* is 
think, a very fine picture, and lil 
afternoon getjSLrs. Michell to let n 
of a pamphlet lately printed, but si 
called after, called, “ The Cat 
lamenting the severity of the Parli 
and comparing it with the lenity 
Protestants ; /giving old and late 
loyalty to their princes, whatever 
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their Chxirch,jL3r indeed known by them ; and end 
# with a large catalogue, iji red letters, of tbe Catholic 
Tghich have lost their lives^in th# quarrel of the lat 
iSng and this.® The thing4s very well writ indeed. 

2nd. (Lord’s day.) My wife and I to Mr. Martin’s 
^j^here^^find the company almpst all come to the chris 
tening of Mrs. Martin’s child, a girl A great deal o 
good plain company. After sitting long* till th 
church was done, the parson comes, and then we t 
christen the child. I was godfather, and Mrs. Holdei 
her husband, a good man I know well-T and a prett 
lady, that waits, it seems, on my Lady Bath, at White 
hall, her name Mrs. Hoble, were godmothers. Afte 
the christening comes in the wine ana? '“the sweetmeats 
and then to prate and tattle, and then very good com 
pany they were, and I among them. Here was ol 
Mrs. Michell and Howlett, and several of the marrie 
women of the Hall, whom I knew maids. Here wa 
also Mrs. Burroughs and Mrs. Bales, the^young widov 
whom I led home, and having stayed till the moo 


PEPYS’S DIARY. 


38 

Sir W. Batten's, and there I jiear mofe^ill 
Ilia: all our New England fleet, which wen 
are put hack a thifd timk by foul weatb 
persed, some to one port ^and some to ai 
their convoys also to Plymouth ; and whe 
them be lost or not, we da not know. Th 
all the rest, do lay us flat in our hopes an 
everybody prophesying destruction to the i 
3rd. Up, and, among a great number of 
come to speak with tne, one was my ] 
borough’s gentleman, who comes to me to d 
some money advanced for my Lojd ; and I 
what news, he tells me that at Court th 
fear the busine^ 5 of Scotland more and mo 
the Duke of ifork intends to go to the No 
an army, and that the King would have \ 
nobility and others to go and assist ; but t 
served the last year, among others his Lor 
forces at their- own charge, for fear - of the 
vading us, that they will not be got out i 
Trvfknftv advanced to them hv the Kinfr and 
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Edinburgh, an§. there giv^n two or three re 
the King’s forces, bnt last were masterec 
o® four hundred killed or tnkjn, Imong wl 
leader, Wallace, and seven Ministers, they h 
taken the Covenant a few days before, and 
a^ die in it, as they did ; and so all is 
be there quiet again. There is also the v 
news come of four New Engfand ships cc 
safe to Falmouth with masts for the King ; 
a biasing mighty unexpected, "and without 
for nothing else, we must have failed the i 
Bnt God be praisede for thus much good 
and send us the continuance of his favour 
things. * 

6th. After dinner, my wife and brother, i 
habit, go out to see a play ; but I am nc 
notice that I know of my brother’s going, 
in the Gazette, is the whole story of defeatii 
Scotch rebels, and of the creation of the T)uk 
bridge Knight of the Garter. 
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looking over and tearing aSid burning all the un-<* 
necessary letters, which I^liafe had upon my file for 
r four and five years backward, which <£ intend to $> 
quite through, all my papers, that I may have nothing by 
me but what is worth keeping, and fit to be seen, if I 
should miscarry. ** X 

10th. Captain Cock§, with whom I walked in the 
garden, tells me how angry the Court is at the late 
' proviso brought in by the House. How still my Jpord 
Chancellor is,^uot daring to do or say anything to dis- 
please the Parliament ; that the Parliament is in a very 
ill humour, and gr&ws every day ihore and more so ; and 
that the miskilfu^ness of the Court, and their differ- 
ence among <me another, is the occasion of all not 
agreeing in what they would have, and so they give 
leisure and occasion to the other part to run away with 
what the Court would not have. 

11th. To St. Clement's Church, .to Mrs. Turner’s 
lodgings hardfby, to take our leaves of her. She is * 
returning to the north to her children, whereby, I 
perceive, her husband hath clearly got the mastery of 
her, and she is likely to spend her days there. 'Here 
r were several people come to s ^e and take cleave of 
her, she going to-morrow: among others, my Lady 
Mordant, which was Betty Turner, a most homely 
widow, but young, and pretty rich, and good-natured. 
This day the Poll Bill was to be passed, and great en- 
deavours used to take away the proviso. 
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K 12th. Sir H$CWmly Sid with grief tell me how the « 
Parliament hath been tdid plainly ^that the Kingdiath 
l%m heard to «ay 3 that he would dissolve them rather « 
than pass this hill with the proviso ; but tells me that 
the proviso is removed, and now carried that it shall 

^be d<&e by a Bill by itseft. He tells mellow the 
King hath lately paid above ^30,000, to clear debts 
of my Lady Castlemaine’s : and that she and her 
husband are parted for ever, upon good terms, never to • 
trouble one another more. He says that he hears 
£400,000 hath gone into the Privy-purse since this 
war ; and that it is tlfht hath consumed so much of our 
money, and makes the King and Oom|t so mad to be 
brought to discover it. The very good news is just 
come of our four ships from Smyrna, come safe with- 
out convoy even into the Downs, without seeing any 
enemy ; which is the best, and indeed only considerable 
good news to our Exchange since the burning of the 

- City ; and it is strange to see how it do cheer up men’s 
hearts. Here I saw shops now come to be in this 
Exchange, and met little Batelier, who sits here hnt at 
£3 per annum, whereas he sat at the other at £100, 
which belays he believes will prove of as good account- 
to him now, as the other did at that rent. From the 
’Change to Captain Cocke’s, and there, by agreement, 
dined, and there was Charles Sorter, Temple, Fenn, 
Debasty, whose had English and pleasant discourse 
was exceeding good entertainment. Matt. Wren. Major 
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~ Cooper, and myself, mighty mSrry and pretty discourse.,^ 
They- talk for certain, that n8w the King do follow 
-Mrs. Stewart wholly, a&d my Lady Cfcstlemaine n(4 
above once a week; that the Duke of York do not 
haunt my Lady Denham so much; that she troubles 
him with^ matters of State, being of my Lord Bflhtol’s * 
faction, and that he avoids ; that she is ill still. Mews 
this day from Brampton, of Mr. Ensum, my sister’s 
''sweetheart, being dead i a clown. 

13th. Met Captain Cocke, and had a second time his 
direction to bespeak £100 of plate, which I did at Sir 
R. Yiner’s, being twelve plates haore, and something 
else I have to choose. W. Hewer dined with me, and 
showed me a * Gazette , in April last, which I wonder 
should never be remembered by any body, which tells 
how several persons were then tried for their lives, and 
were found guilty of a design of killing the King and 
destroying the government, and as a means to it, to 
bum the City f and that the day intended for the plot 
was the 3rd of last September. And the fire did indeed 
break out on the 2nd of September, which is very 
strange, methinks, and I shall remember it. Si/ W. 
Warren and Mr. Moore both tell me that my Lord 
Sandwich is called home, and that he do grow more 
and more in esteem everywhere, and is better spoken 
of. 

14th. By coach to Whitehall, seeing many smokes 
of the fire by the way yet, and took up into the coach 
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with me® a cofntry gent^man, who asked me room to 
®go with me, it being di*ty — one come out of tlie north 
tg see his son^ after the burning o!£ his house : a mer- 
chant here. Endeavoured to wait on the Duke of 
York, but he would not stay from the Parliament. 
Met t&y good friend Mr. Ewelyn, and walked with him 
& good while, lamenting our condition for waift of good 
counsel, and the King’s minding of his business and 
servants. The House sat till three o’clock, and then^ 
up f and I home with Sir Stephen Fox to his house to 
dinner, and the Cofferer with us. There I find Sir F. 
Fox’s lady, a fine ^svoman, and seven the prettiest 
children of theirs that ever I knew almost. A very 
genteel dinner, and ir. great state £nd fashion, and t 
excellent discourse ; and nothing like an old ex- 
perienced man and a courtier, and such is the Cofferer 
Ashburnham. The House have been mighty hot to- 
day against the Paper Bill, showing all manner of 
averseness to give the King moneys which these 
courtiers do take mighty notice of, and look upon the 
others as had rebels as ever the last were. But the 
courtiers did carry it against those men upon a division 
of the House, a great many, that it should be 
committed ; and so it waG : which they reckon good 
news. Home, where I found Foundes his present, of a 
fair pair of candlesticks, and -half a dozen oi plates 
come, which cost him full £50, and is a very pretty- 
present ; and here I met with, sealed up, from Sir EL 



r 


46" PEPYS’S DIARY. [December, 

Cholmly, tlie lampoon, or the Mocke-^AdriGe to a r 
Painler, abusing t-lie Duke ef York and my Lord. 

•r • r 

Sandwich, Pen, and everybody, and tlie ^Eling himself 
and all the matters of the navy and war. I am soriy 
for my Lord Sandwich’s having so great a part in it. 

15th. To the office, where my Lord Brou^pker^ , 
newly ccflne to town from his being at Chatham and 
Harwich to spy enormities ; and at noon I met with 
Jhini and his lady, Williams, to Captain Cocke’s, where 
a good dinner, and v£ry merry. Good news to-day 
upon the Exchange, that our Hamburgh fleet is got in j 
and good hopes tha>; we may soon c have the like of our 
Gottenburgh, and then we shall be well for this winter. 
And by-and-by^comes in Matt Wren from the Parlia- 
ment-house, and tells us that he and all his party of 
the House, which is the Court party, are fools, and have 
been made so this day by the wise men of the other 
side ; for, after the Court party had carried it yester- 
day so powerfully for the Paper Bill, yet now it is laid 
aside wholly, and to be supplied by a land tax ; which 
it is true will do well, and will be the sooner finished, 
which was the great argument for the doing of~ it. 
But then it shows them fools, that they would not per- 
mit this to have been done 3ix weeks ago, which they 
might have had. And next, they have parted'with the 
Paper Bill, which, when once begun, might have 
proved a very good flower in the Crown as any there. 
So they are truly outwitted by the other side. 
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h 16th. ^Lor^’s day.) Tn Whitehall, and there walked 
* np and down to the Queen’s side, and there saw my 
«$|ear Lady Castlemaine, wlio continues admirable, me- 
thinks, and I do not he&r but that the King is the 
same to her still as ever. Anon to Chapel, by the 
Kind’s closet, and heard an very good anthem. Then 
with Lord Brouneker to Sir W. Coventry’s chamber; 
and there we sat with him ancf talked. He 7s weary of 
anything to do, he says, in the Havy. He tells us this^ 
Committee of Accounts will Squire sharply into our 
office. To Sir P. Heale’s chamber; Sir Edward 
Walker being there, and telling p.s how he hath lost 
many fine rolls of antiquity in heraldry by the late fire, 
but hath saved the most of his paper3 x Here was also 
Dr. Wallis, the famous scholar and mathematician; 
but he promises little. Lord Brouneker tells me, that 
he does not believe the Duke of York will go to sea 
again, though there are many about the King that 
would be glad of any occasion to take^him out of the 
world, he standing in their ways ; and seemed to mean 
the Duke of Monmouth, who spends his time the most 
viciously and idle of any man, nor will be fit for any- 
thing ; yet he speaks as if it were not impossible but 
the King would own hitiS for his son, and that there 
was a marriage between his mother and him ; and that 
nothing can help us but the 'King’s making a peace 
soon as he hath this money ; and thereby putting hirer- 
self out of debt, and so becoming a good husband, and 
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then lie will neither need this ror any oth^ 
till lie can have one to his rrincl ; for r 
can, as lie says, he kept long good, "but d 
spoil one another, and that therefore it 1: 
practice of Kings to tell Parliaments wh i 
them to do, and give them oo long time to 
no longer! 

17th. Comes Mr. Cvesar, and then Good 
^what with one and the other, nothing bni 
me this morning, to my^content ; and the 
that God Almighty hath put me into concl 
the charge of all this. So out to -the 5 Oh 
a little business, and then home, whe 

T fji 

0 musicians and JVir. Cooke come to see me 
to go along with my wife this afternoo 
My wife well home in the evening froi 
which I was glad of, it being cold and di 
having her necklace of pearl on, and none 
with her. Spent the evening in fitting n 
have the number set upon each, in order t 
an alphabet of my whole, which will he o 
to me. 

18th. I hear the ill news that poor 33att< 
been born and bred a seamaid and brought 
from sea but yesterday, was, going down 
bis ship, drowned in tin? Thames, which is 
tune and do make me afraid, and will do, 
ever I was. 
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^ 19 tL TalkecSbf the Eiifgs family -witli Mr. Kingston 
the organist. He says many, of tlie^music are ready to 
s^rve, they teing five years behind-hand for their 
wages: nay, Evans the famous man upon the harp, 
having not his equal in the world, did the other da y 
die f oi*mere want, and was rain to be buried at the 
• alms of the parish, and carried to his grave in the 
dark at night without one link, but that Mr. Kingston 
met it by chance, and did give 12 d to buy two or 
three links. Thence 1 up to the Lords’ House to 
inquire for my Lord Bellassis ; and there hear how at 
a conference this morning between' the two Houses 
about the business of the Canary Company, jny LorcL 
Bnckingham leaning rudely over my Lord Marquis 
Dorchester, my Lord Dorchester removed his elbovr. 
Duke of Buckingham asked him whether he was 
uneasy ; Dorchester replied yes, and that he durst not 
do this were he anywhere else : Buckingham replied, 
yes he would, and that he was a better ruin than him- 
self ; Dorchester said that he lied. With this Buck- 
ingham struck off his hat, and took him by his periwigf 
and pilled it aside, and held him. My Lord Cham- 
berlain and others interposed, and upon coming into 
the House, the Lords did 1 " order them both to the 
Tower, whither they are to go this afternoon. I down 
into the Hall, and there the Lieutenant of the Tower 
took me with him, and would have me to the Tower to 
•dinner ; where I dined at the head of his table, next 
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his lady, who is comely and seeming sooer ahd stately^ 
but e yery proud and very cunning, or I am mistaken, and • 

r r> 

wanton too. This day's work will bring the Lieutenant <» 
of the Tower £350. Thence home, and upon Tower Hill 
saw about 300 or 400 seamen got together ; and one, 
standing upon a pile of bHcks, made his sign w^th nis * 
liandkerchief upon his stick, and called all the rest to 
him, and several shouts they gave. This made me 
afraid ; so I got home as fast as I could But by-and- 
by Sir W. Batten and. Sir B. Ford do tell me, that the 
seamen have been at some prisons, to release some 
seamen, and the Duke of Albemarle is in arms, and all 
the guards at thp other end of the town; and the Duke 
of Albemarleds gone with some forces to Wapping, to 
quell the seamen; which is a thing of infinite dis- 
grace to ns. I sat long talking with them; and 
among other things, Sir B. Ford makes me understand 
how the House of Commons is a beast not to he under- 
stood, it heii% impossible to know beforehand the suc- 
cess almost of any small plain thing, there being so 
many to think and speak'to any business, and they of so 
uncertain minds and interests and passions. He did 
tell me, and so did Sir W. Batten, howjSir Allen 
Brodericke and Sir AllSn Apsly did come drunk 
the other day into the House, and did 'both speak ^ 
for half an hour together, and could not he either 
laughed, or pulled, or hid to sit down and hold 
their peace, to the great contempt of the King’s 
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•vanis and cLU.se ; whicfo I am grieved at with all 
r heart. * T 

pOth. Home £o dinner, where was Baity come, who 
well again. Here dined with me also Mrs. Batters, 
or woman I now left a sad widow by the drowning 
her husband the other day. R I pity her, and will do 
r what kindness I can. Out with Baity, "setting 
n down at the “ Maypole ” in the Strand. 

21st. I spent all the afternoon in putting some 

mgs, pictures especially, in order, and pasting my 

idy Castlemaine’s print on a frame, which I have 

ide handsome, and is» a fine piece. 3 

22nd. Hews from Hogg that our ship hath^ brought 

a Lubecker to Portsmouth, likely to prove a prize, 

deals. 

23rd. (Lord’s day.) To church, where a vain fellow 
th a periwig preached, chaplain, as by his prayer 
peared, to the Earl of Carlisle, 

24th. It being frost and dry, as far as Paul’s, and so 
ck again through the city by Guildhall, observing 
a ruins thereabouts, till I did truly lose myself. I 
Is morning did bny me a pair of green spectacles, to 
3 whether they will help my eyes or no. So to the 
hange, and went to the Upper 'Change, which is 
nost as g*)od as the old one ; only shops are but ou 
e side. Ho news yet of our'' Gottenburgh fleet; 
lich makes us have some fears, it being of mighty 
ucemments to have our supply of masts safe. I 
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r met with Mr. Cade to-night, my sta doner ; and ke„ 
tells, me that he hears for certain that the Queen- 
_ Mother is about, and hath near finished a peace wiAh 
Prance, which as a Presbyterian he does not like, 
"but seems to fear it will he a means to introduce 
Popery. ~ ^ 

25th.°(Christmas day.) Lay pretty long in bed, and 
then rose, leaving my wife desirous to sleep, having 
~ sat up till four this morning seeing her maids make 
mince-pies. I to church, where our parson Mills made 
a good sermon. Then home, and dined well on some 
good ribs of beef roasted, and r mince-pies; only my 
wife, brother, and Barker, and plenty of good wine of 
my own, and ;ny heart fnll of true joy ; and thanks to* 
God Almighty for the goodness of my condition ah 
this day. After dinner, I begun to teach my wife 
and Barker my song, “ It is decreed,” which pleased 
me mightily. Walked alone on foot to the Temple, 
thinking to have seen a play all alone; but there, 
missing of any bills, concluded there was none, and 
so back home; and there with my brother reducing 
the names of all my books to an alphabet, andrthen 
to supper and to bed. 

26th. To the Duke’s house, to a play. It was indif- 
ferently done, Gosnell not singing, but a new wench 
that sings naughtily r Thence home, and there Mr. 
Andrews to the viol, who plays most excellently on it. 
Thence to dance, here being Pembleton come by my 
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fife’s direction, and a fiddler; and we got, also, tlie 
elder Batetier to-night, and ljan Wright, and mighty 
mShy we wer#, and dancgd ; and so till twelve at m 
night, and to supper, and then to cross purposes, 
mjghty merry, and then to bed. 

27 tip tip ; and called up by the King's trumpets, 
which cost me 10s. By coach to^lie King's playhouse, 
and there saw The Scornful Lady well acted; Doll 
Common doing Abigail most excellently, and Knipp 
the widow very well, and will be an excellent actor 
I think. In other parts the play not so well done as 
used to be by the old getors. This day a house or two 
was blown up with powder in the*- JVlinories, and 
several people spoiled, and many dug ort from under 
the rubbish. 

28th. I to my Lord Crewe’s, where I find and hear 
the news, how my Lord’s brother, Mr. Kathaniel 
Crewe, hath an estate of £600 or £700 per annum, left 
him by the death of an old acquaintance of his, but 
not akin to him at all. And this man is dead without 
will, but had, about ten years since, made over his. 
estate to this Mr. Crewe, to him and his heirs for ever, 
and given Mr. Crewe the keeping of the deeds in his.* 
own hand all this time ; by which, if he would, he 
might have taken present i>ossession of tlie estate, for 
he knew what they were. This is as great an action 
of confident friendship as this latter age, I believe* 
can show. Broni hence to the Duke’s House, and 


r* 



• • 


54 FEPYS’S DIARY. fS 0 ecem‘be:r, 

there saw Macbeth most excellently acl^d, and a m.o^% 
excellent play for ^variety. 1 had sent for fhy wife to 
* meet me there, who did come : so I did go to Whirffe- , * 
hall, and got my Lord Bellassis to get me into tBe 
playhouse ; and there, after ali staying above an hour 
for the flayers, the King # and all waiting, whi<£t was 
absurd, saw Henry th^ Fifth well done by the Duke’S 
people, and in most excellent habits, all new vests, 
being put on but this night. But I sat so high and 
far oft that I ^pissed most of the words, and sat witli a 
wind coming into my back and neck, which did much 
trouble me. The play continued? till twelve at nigdit ; 
and then Hp, and a most horrid cold night it was, and 
frosty, and mconshine. 

29th. Called up with news from Sir W. Batten tlia/fc 
Hogg hath brought in two prizes more ; and so I 
thither and hear the particulars, which are good ; on© 
of them, if prize, being worth £4,000 : for which Q-od 
be thanked ! Then to the office, and have the news 
brought us of Captain Robinson’s coining with Iris 
fleet from Grottenburgh : dispersed, though, by foul 
weather. But he hath light of flve Butch mftii-oifwar, 

<and taken three, whereof one is sunk ; wlnci* is very 
good news to close up the year with, and most of ovir 
merchant men alreadj heard of to be safely coin© 
home, though after long lookings-for, and now to 
several ports, as they could make them. 

30th. (Lord’s day.) To church. Here was a collec- 
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m for tlie seAon ; but » came into my toad -e 
tonld be lnore bold in ntaking the jollectnm wlnl 

Una is singing, than in the sernon or pray^ " 

31st. To my accounts, wherein, at '» 

- - ■**. «. 

«* g ettin " s tlns yeaI ® aY ® w £0 986 • whereas 
ay last : it being this year m all bnt £2,986 

he last I got £3,560. -knd then agam my ^ndmgs ^ 

»y -T»i« t-*** 1 “‘f“ b ”Y “ jf wbi* fe' . 

liis vear it appears, I have spen 5 ’ 

^ s. .. l «« i .■>«* •»“ “ r 

!W beta I » 

Yet, blessed be God ! and I pray God mate m 

«<» *1 do «- ™ 

*> «» »«•». “a “■“friS’S 

yHdbrf by all Pb.pl. * »*" “ “ a ' 

family w.ll, 1*A* »«d» “f “ ttS«. 

my house, and my brother, now with m , P 

to o Sta to hia pref etment. 0„h„M> aU ,.U P»M» 

■for want of pay, and are become not to be goieinett . 
nor, as matters are now, can any fleet go out 

Our raising. 
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less and less likely to be bulk again, oVerybocly settling 
elsewhere, and nobody encoaraged to traefe. A sad, 
vicious, negligent’ Courf, and all s^er men th$re 
fearful of the min of the whole kingdom this next year ; 
from which, good God deliver us l One thing I reckon 
remarkable in my own condition is, that I am c^me to 
abound r in good plate, so as at all entertainments to be 
served wholly with silver plates, having two dozen and 
a half. 

January 1st, 1667.^ Lay long, being a bitter,*' cold, 
frosty day, the frost being now grown old, and the 
Thames covered with ice. ^ 

2nd. My wife up, and with Mrs. Pen to walk in 
the fields, to frostbite themselves. I found the Ccfcirt 
full of great apprehensions of the French, who have 
certainly shipped landsmen, great numbers, at Brest ; 
and most of our people here guess his design for Ire- 
land. We have orders to send all the ships we can 
possible to t£e Downs, every day bringing us news 
of new mutinies among the seamen ; so that our con- 
dition is like to be very miserable. Mr. George 
Montagu tells me of the King displeasing the House 
of Commons by evading their Bill for examining 
Accounts, and putting it Into a Commission, though 

therein he hath left out Coventry and , and 

named all the rest the Parliament named, and all country 
lords, not one corn-tier : this does not please them. He 
finds the enmity almost over for my Lord Sandwich. 
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JZ* to tlie *Painlecl Chamber, and t^^K^ard a ^ 

ence between tbe House <*£ Lords and Comnmfis M^out1^ \| 
Wine Patent ; which I was exceM|ti^g^ad to be |t, Jf 
because of my bearing exceeding good 
- especially from the Commons ; among others, Mr. 
S^Sdni^n, and a young man, •one Sir Thomas Meres ; 
and do outdo the Lords infinitely. Alone to tli^King’s 
House, and there saw the CiUstom of the Country, 
the second time of its being acted, wherein Knipp does 
the ^idow well ; but, of all the® plays that ever I did 
see, the worst — haying neither plot, language, nor any- 
thing in the earth thai^is acceptable ; s'only Knipp sings 
a song admirably. 

3rd. By invitation to dinner to Sir Pen’s, where . 
my Lord Brouneker, Sir W. Batten, and his lady, 
myself, and wife, Sir J. Minnes, and Mr. Turner. In- 
different merry, to which I contributed the most, but 
a mean dinner, and in a mean manner. This day, I 
hear, hath been a conference between thfi two Houses 
about the Bill for examining accounts, wherein the 
House of Lords their proceedings in petitioning the 
King for doing it by Commission are, in great heat. 
Toted by the Commons, after the conference, unparlia- 
mentary. r 

4th. Comes our company to dinner ; my Lord 
Brouneker, Sir W. Pen, his lady, and Pegg, and her 
servant, Mr. Lowther. I had good room for ten, and r 
no more would my table have held well, had Sir J. 
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Minnes, who had fallen lam^ and his* sister, «and niece^ 
and Sir W. Batten come, whjp'k was a great # content to 
me to be without them. *1 did make them all gaze o 
~ see themselves served so r nobly in plate, and a neat 
dinner, indeed, though but of seven dishes. My Lady 
Batten home, her ague-fitb coming on her at tablg. At 
night to sup, and then to cards ; and, last of all, to 
have a flagon of ale £hd apples drunk out of a wood 
cup, as a Christmas draught, which made all merry ; 
and they full of admiration at my plate. Mr. LovHher 
a pretty gentleman, too good for Pegg. Sir W. Pen 
was much troubled to hear the s&ng I sung, “ The New 
Droll 35 — it touching him home. 

5th. With my wife to the Duke’s house, and there 
saw Mustapha, a most excellent play. 

6th. (Lord’s day.) To church, where a dull doctor, 
a stranger, made a dull sermon. Young Michell and 
I, it being an excellent frosty day, did walk out. He 
showed me the baker’s house in Pudding Lane, where 
the late great fire began : and thence all along Thames 
Street, where I did view several places, and so up by 
London Wall, by Blaekfriars, to Ludgate ; and thence 
to Bridewell, which I find to have been heretofore an 
"extraordinary good house? and a fine coming to it, 
before the house by the bridge was built; ^and so to 
look about St. BrideY church and my father’s house, 
t and so walked home. 

7th. Lord Brouncker tells me that my Lady De nha m 
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is at last dead. $ Some suspect her poisoned, but it will 
% best kpown when liej body is opened to-day, she 
dj^ng yesterday momiqg. • The Duke of York is 
troubled for her ; but hath cteciared be will never have ® 
another public mistress again ; which I shall be glad 
oft and would the King would do the like. He tells 
me how the Parliament is grown so jealous* of the 
King’s being unfair to them in ifie business o£ the Bill 
for examining Accounts, Irish Bill, and the business of 
the Papists, that they will not f)ass the business for 
money till they see themselves secure tlffLt those Bills 
will pass, which they do observe the.Court to keep off 
till all the Bills come together, that the King may 
accept what he pleases, and what he pfeases®to object 
to. He tells me how Mr. Henry HowarS, of Norfolk, 
hath given our Royal Society all his grandfather’s 
library : which noble gift they value at £1,000 ; and 
gives them accommodation to meet in at his house, 
Arundel House, they being now disturbed at Gresham 
College. To the Duke’s house, and saw Macbeth, 
which, though I saw it lately, yet appears a most excel- 
lent play in all respects, but especially in divertisement, 
though it be a deep tragedy ; which is a strange per- 
fection iff a tragedy, it being most proper here, and c 
suitable. ^ 

8th. My uncle Thomas witjL me to receive his 
quarterage. He tells me his son Thomas is set up in 
Smithfield, where he hath a shop — I suppose, a booth. 
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Saw the catalogue of my ^books, vh^cb. my brother 
hath wrote out, now perfectly alphabetical. 

9th. In a. hackney-coach to Whitehall, the way being 
most horribly bad upon the breaking up of the frost, so 
as not to be passed almost. I do hear, by my Lord 
Brouncker, that for ce#ain Sir W. Coventry hath 
resigned his place of Commissioner ; which I believe 
he hath done upon gocd grounds of security to himself, 
from all the blame which must attend our office this 
next year; but I feftr the King will suffer fey it. 
Thence to Westminster Hall, and there to the confer- 
ence of the Houses about the word “ Nuisance,” winch 
the Commons would have, and the Lords will not, in the 
Irish BilT. Commons do it professedly to prevent 

the King’s dispensing with it; which Sir Robert 
Howard and others did expressly repeat often : viz., 
<e that no King ever could do anything which was hurt- 
ful to his people.” Now the Lords did argue, that it 
was au ill precedent, aud that which will ever hereafter 
be used as a way of preventing the King’s dispensation 
with acts ; and therefore rather advise to pass the Bill 
without that word, and let it go accompanied with a 
petition to the King, that he will not dispense with it ; 
• this being a more civil T^ay to the King. # They an- 
swered well, that this does imply that the King should 
pass their Bill, and y$t with design to dispense with it; 
which is to suppose the King guilty of abusing 
them. And more, they produce precedents for it; 
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gamely, tHat against new buildings, and about leather, 
where the «word “ Euisaitfie ” is used to the purpose: 
a^l further, that they do not^ob the King of any right 
he ever had, for he never had a power to do hurt to his ® 
people, nor would exercise it; and therefore there is no 
dfngqj, in the passing this Bill, of imposing on his pre- 
rogative ; and concluded that they think they Slight to 
do this, so as the people may realty have the benefit of it 
when it is passed, for never any people could expect so 
reasdhably to be indulged something from a King, 
they having already given him so much iSoney, and are 
likely to give more. 9 Thus they b»oke up, both ad- 
hering to their opinions ; but the Commons seemed 
much more full of judgment and reason*than the Lords. 
Then the Commons made their Report to the Lords of 
their vote, that their Lordships’ proceedings in the 
Bill for examining Accounts were unparliamentary ; 
they having, while a Bill was sent up to them from the 
Commons about the business, petitioned? his Majesty 
that he would do the same thing by his Commission. 
They did give their reasons : viz., that it had no pre- 
cedent; that the King ought not to he informed of 
anything passing in the Houses till it comes to a Bill ; 
that it will wholly break off*all correspondence between 
the two Houses, and in the issue wholly infringe the 
very use and being of Parliaments. Thence to Fai- 
; thorne, and bought a head or two; one of them my c 
/ Lord of Ormond’s, the best I ever saw. To Arundel 
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House, where fii’st the E-^yal Society- meat, by 41ie 
favour of Mr. Harry Howard, who was tjjere. AffJ* < 
here was a great meeting # of worthy noble persons ; J^it m 
° my Lord Brouncker, who pretended to make a congra- 
tulatory speech upon their coming thither, and great 
thanks to Mr. Howard, cUd do it in the worst ijianiSer 
in the World. 

11th. *Sir W. Warren told me, how my Lord 
Brouncker should take notice of the two flagons he 
saw at my house a P dinner, at my late f eastf and 
merrily, yet I* know enviously, said, I could not come 
honestly by them. This I am^ glad to hear, though 
vexed to see his ignoble soul, but I shall beware of him, 
and yet if is fiteSe should see I am no mean fellow, but 
can live in the world, and have something. 

14th. Busy till night, pleasing myself mightily to 
see what a deal of business goes off a mahs hands 
when he stays by it. Sir W . Batten tells me, the 
Lords do ag?ee at last with the Commons about the 
word “ Huisance u in the Irish Bill, and do desire a 
good correspondence between the two Houses; and 
that the King does intend to prorogue them the ^st of 
this mouth. 

15th. This afternoon, Knipp acts Mrs. ^Weaver’s 
great part in The Indian Emperor, and is coming on * 
to be a great actor. But I am so fell to my business, 

♦ that I, though against my inclination, will not go. 

16th. Sir W. Coventry came to me aside in the 
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D lake’s chto.be*, to tell tli$t he had not answered part 
of a late letter of mine, because litera seripta manet. 
J^jont his leaving the office, fie tells me, it is because 
he finds that his business at Dourt will not permit him * 
to attend it ; and then he confesses that he seldom of 
late c^pld come from it with satisfaction, and therefore 
would not take the King’s money for nothing. • I pro- 
fessed my sorrow for it, and prated the continuance of 
his favour ; which he promised. I do believe he hath 
acted* like a very wise man in Reference to himself; 
but I doubt it will prove ill for the KinJ, and for the 
office. Prince Huper^ I hear, is v#ry ill; yesterday, 
given over, but better to-day. Then with the Duke of 
York to the King, to receive his comiftands* for stop- 
ping the sale this day of some prize-goods at the Prize 
Office, fit for the Kavy ; and received the King's com- 
mands, and carried them to the Lords’ House, to my 
Lord Ashly, who was angry much thereat, and I am 
sorry it fell to me to carry the order. S», against his 
will, he signed a note I writ to the Commissioners of 
Prizes, which I carried and delivered to Kingdone, at 
then* new office in Aldersgate Street. Sir Stephen 
. Fox, among other things, told me his whole mystery in 
the business of the interest ^ie pays as Treasurer for the* 
army. Th«y give Mm 12d. per pound quite through the 
army, with condition to he paid weekly. TMs he under- 
takes upon Ms own private credit, and to he paid by the 
King at the end of every four months. If the King 
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pay him not at the end of eray four liymthsi then, for 
all the time he stays longer^my Lord Treasurer, bf^ 
agreement, allows him eight per cent, per annum foy 
* the forbearance. So that, «n fine, he hath about twelve 
per cent, from the King and the army, for fifteen or 
sixteen months’ interest; $ut of which he gains soundty r 
his expanse being about £130,000 per annum; and 
hath no trouble in it, Compared, as I told him, to the 
trouble I must have to bring in an account of interest. 
After supper, my wifa*told me how she had mov«»d to 
W. Hewer th^business of my sister for a wife to him, 
which he receive^ with mighty acknowledgments, as 
she says, above anything; but says he hath no inten- 
tion to after hi? condition: so that I am in some 
measure sorry* she ever moved it; but I hope he will 
think it only came from her. Talk there is of a letter 
to come from Holland, desiring a jdace of treaty ; but 
I doubt it. This day I observe still, in many places, 
the smoking T^mains of the late fire : the ways mighty 
bad and dirty. This night Sir R. Ford told me how 
this day, at Christ Church Hospital, they have given 
a living of £200 per annum to Mr. Sanchy, my oljJ ac- 
quaintance, which I wonder at, he commending him 
'mightily; but am glad of«it. He tells me,*too, how 
the famous Stillingfleet was a Bluecoat boy. # 

IStli. This morning ^ame Captain Cocke to me, and 
* tells me that the King comes to the House this day to 
pass the Poll Hill and the Irish Bill ; and that, though 



^htfPactioh is ibvy frowasd in the House, yet all will 
> end well there. But he says that one had got a- Bill 
r Sixty to present in the House against Sir W. Coventry, 
for selling of places, and says he is certain of it, and 
how he was withheld from doing it. He says, that the 
Vice-Chamberlain is now on^ of the greatest men in 
England again, and was he that did prevail with tlie 
Eing to let the Irish Bill go with' the word “nuisance.” 
He told me, that Sir G. Carteret’s declaration of giving 
double to any man that will prove that any of his 
people have demanded or taken any thing for forward- 
ing the payment of the' wages of any tnan, of which he 
sent us a copy yesterday, which we approved of, is setup, 
among other places, upon the House of Loyds' door. I do 
not know how wisely this is done. This morning, also, 
there came to the office a letter from the Duke of York, 
commanding over-payment of no wages to any of the 
muster-masters of the fleet the last year, but only two, 
my brother Baity, taking notice that he had taken 
pains therein, and one Ward, who, though he had not 
taken so much as the other, yet had done more than 
the rsst. At night I, by appointment, home, where 
W. Batelier and his sister Mary, and the two Mercers, 
to play at cards and sup, and did cut our great cake 
r lately given us by Bussell : a very good one. Here 
very merry late. Sir W. Pen'' told me this night 
how the King did make them a very sharp speech in 
the House of Lords to-day, saying that he did expect 
c — 94 
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to have bad more Bills ; tln$ he purpq$es t« prorogue 
them on Monday come se’npight; that whereas th^ 
have unjustly conceived Some jealousies of his mak^g 
a peace, he declares he &nows of no such thing or 
treaty; and so left them. But with so little effect, 
that as soon as he came i»to the House, Sir W. Coven- 
try moted, that now the King hath declared his inten- 
tion of proroguing thtm, it would he loss of time to go 
on with the thing they were upon, when they were 
•called to the King, T0hick was the calling over tbe de- 
faults of Me&bers appearing in the House; for that, 
before any person could now <^>me or be brought to 
town, the House would be up. Yet the Paction did 
desire to* delay \ime, and contend so as to come to a 
division of the House ; where, however, it was carried, 
by a few voices, that the debate should be laid by. 
But this shows that they are not pleased, or that they 
have not any awe over them from the King’s dis- 
pleasure. • 

19th. Sir W. Batten tells me that at his coming to 
my Lord Ashly, yesterday morning, to tell him what 
prize goods he would have saved for the navy, a^d nob 
sold, according to the King’s order on the 17th, he fell 
quite out with him in high terms ; and he* says, too, 
they did go on with the sale yesterday, $ven of the 
very hemp, and othe» things, at which I am astonished 
and will never wonder at the ruin of the King’s affairs 
if this be suffered. 




4 

SOtli (Bord’etday).- I w^s sorry to hear of the heat 
the House, was in yesterc^y about the ill management 
c^the navy • though I think'' they were well answered, 
both by Sir G. Carteret and Sir W. Coventry, as he 
informs me of the substance of their speeches. I to 
cfrur^, and there, beyond expectation, find our seat 
and all the churcli crammed, by twice as man$ people, 
as used to be : and to my great foy find Mr. Frampton 
in the pulpit ; and I think the best sermon, for good- 
ness ^and oratory, without affectation or study, that 
ever I heard in my life, The truth is, fie preaches the . 
most like an apostl§ that ever I ’'heard man; and 
it was much the best time that I ever spent in my life 
at church. His text, Ecclesiastes xj,. verse 8th: 

“ But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them 
all, yet let him remember the days of darkness, for 
they shall be many. All that cometh is vanity. 55 To 
Whitehall, and there walked in the park, and a little 
to my Lord Chancellor's, where the King* and Cabinet 
met, and there met Mr. Brisband, with whom good 
discourse, and there he did lend me “ The Third 
Advke to a Paynter, 55 a bitter satire upon the service 
of the Duke, of Albemarle the last year. I took it^ 
home with me, and will copy it, having the former. 

21st. Tfr the Swede’s Resident’s in the Piazza, to 
discourse with him about two of our prizes. A cun- 
ning fellow. He lives in one of the great houses 
there, but ill-furnished ; and came to us out of bed in 



House, and there come mighty seasonably to hear tbfc* 
^ solicitor about my Lord Huckingham’s pretence to tjjg 
title of Lord Rosse. Mr. attorney Montagu is also a 
good man, and so is old Sir P. Ball; but the solicitor 
and Scroggs after Mm ane excellent men. To Dept- 
ford, arffl walked home, and there came into m* com- 
pany tkfte drunken teamen, but one especially, who 
told me such stories, calling me captain, as made me 
mighty merry, and th*y would leap and skip, andUkiss 
what maids tHSy met all the way. I did at first give 
them money to drink, lest thejr should know who I 
was, and so become troublesome to me. This night, 
at supper, # com^ from Sir W. Coventry the Order of 
Council for my Lord Brouncker to do all the 
Comptroller^ paid relating to the treasurer’s accounts, 
and Sir W. Pen, all relating to the Victualler’s, and 
Sir J. Minnes to do the rest. This, I hope, will do 
much better* for the King, and I think will give 
neither of them ground to overtop me, as I feared 
they would; which pleases me mightily. Tliis even- 
ing, Mr. Wren and Captain Cocke called upon jne at 
^ the office, and there told me how the House was in 
better temper to-day, and Jaath passed the Bitl for the 
remainder of the money, but not to be parsed finally 
till they have done s#me other things wMch they will 
have passed with it ; wherein they are very open what 
their meaning is, wMch was but doubted before, for 
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tlsyey do 'in ajl 4 respects^ doubt the King’s pleasing 
^them. 

«5 * 

^23rd. To St. James’s to see the organ Mrs. Turner 
told me of the other night, ctf my late Lord Aubigney's ; ^ 
and I took my Lord Brouncker with me, he being 
acquainted with my present Lord Almoner, Mr. 
Howard, brother to the Duke of Norfolk ; sc he and 
I did see the organ, but I do no2 like it, it being but a 
bauble, with a virginal joining to it ; so I shall not 
meddle with it. The Almoner ^seems a good-natured 
gentleman : here I observed the desk 'Vliich he hath 
[made], to remove, and is fastened to one of the arms 
of Ins chair. I do also observe the counterfeit win- 
dows there was, in the form of doors with looking- 
glasses instead of windows, which makes the room, 
seem both bigger and lighter, I think ; and I have 
some thoughts to have the like in one of my rooms. 
He discoursed much of the goodness of the music in 
Home, hut could not tell me how long mnsic had been 
in any perfection in that Church, which I would be 
glad to know- He speaks much of the great buildings 
thatjhis Pope, whom, in mirth to us, he calls Anti- 
Christ, hath done in his time. Away, and my Lord 
and I walking into the park, I did observe the new 
buildings^ and my Lord, seeing I had a desire to see 
them, they being. the place for the priests and friars, 
he took me back to my Lord Almoner ; and he took us 
quite through the whole house and chapel, and the new 
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monastery, showing me most*exceUent pieces in wad- 
work: A crucifix given by a Pope to Mary^ueen of 
Scots, where a piece of the Cross is ; two bits set >- 

#> . t " 

the manner of a cross in the foot of the crucifix : 
several fine pictures, but especially very good prints of 
holy pictures. I saw the Clortoire and the cells q£ tlfe 
priests, and we went into one; a very pretty little 
room, veiy clean, hung with pictures, set with hooks. 
The priest was in his cell, with his hair-clothes to his 
skin, bare-legged, witlf a sandal only on, and his little 
bed without sheets, and no feather-bed; hut yet, I 
thought, soft enofcgh. His eoi$ about his middle ; 
but in so gjood company, living with ease, I thought it 
a very good l^fe. A pretty library they have. And I 
was in the refectory, where every man his napkin, 
knife, cup of earth, and basin of the same ; and a place 
for one to sit and read while the rest are at meals. 
And into the kitchen I went, where a good neck of 
mutton at th# fire, and other victuals boiling. I do 
not think they fared very hard. Their windows all look- 
ing into a fine garden and the park, and mighty pretty 
rooms all. I wished myself one of the Capuehins. 
# So away with the Almoner in his coach, talking 
merrily about the differ enc# in our religions, to White- 
hall, and there we left him. To take up my wife and 
Mercer, and to Templb Bar to the “ Ordinary,” and 
had a dish of meat for them, they having not dined, 
and thence to the King’s house, and there saw The 
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j Humourous lieutenant ;«* a silly play, T think ; only - 
‘ the spirit*in it that gr&ws rerj tall, and then sinks 
-* ^fain to nothing, having two heads breeding upon one,^ 
and then Knipp’s singing did please us. Here, in a 
box above, we spied Mrs. Pierce ; and going out, they 
called us, and so we stayed fftr them ; and Knipp took 
us all in, and brought to us^Helly, a most pretty 
woman, who acted the great part of Coelia to-day very 
fine, and did it pretty well. I kissed her, and so did 
my ftife ,• and a mighty pretty soul she is. ¥e also 
saw Mrs. Hall, wliich is my little Homan nose black girl* 
that is mighty pretty: she is usually called Betty. 
Knipp made ns stay in a box and -see the dancing 
preparatory to to-morrow for The GobUns, a play of 
Suckling’s, not acted these twenty-five years, Tyhich 
was pretty; and so away thence, pleased with this 
sight also, and specially kissing of Hell. In our way 
home we find the Guards of Horse in the street, and 
hear the occasion to be news that the seamen are in a 
mutiny, which put me into a great fright ; and, when 
I came home, I hear of no disturbance there of the sea- 
men, ^but that one of them, being arrested, to-day, 
others do^go and rescue him. 

24th. At the office, we were frighted with news of 
fire at Sir'W. Batten’s by a chimney taking fire, and it 
put me into much fear and trouble, but with a great 
many hands and pains it was soon stopped. I home, 
where most of my company come of this end of the 
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town — Mercer and her jsiste?, Mr. Battier and Pem^-% 
bleton, my Lady Pen, and ?egg, and Mr* Lowther, 
r but did not stay long, and # I believe it«eras by Sir 
Pen’s order ; for they had a great mind to have stayed, 
and also Captain Bolt. And anon, at about seven or 
eight o’fclock, comes Mr. Harris, of tbe Duke’s •play- 
house, aijd brings Mr^ Pierce with him, and also one 
dressed like a country-maid with a straw hat on ; and 
at first I could not telJL who it was, though I expected 
Knipp : but it>was she coming off the stage just as she 
acted this day in The Goblins ; a merry jade. 3STow 
my house is full, and four fi(Mlers that play well. 
Harris I &rst tp@k to my closet ; and I find him a very 
curious and Understanding person in all pictures and 
other things, and a man of fine conversation ; and so is 
Bolt. So away with all my company down to the 
office, and there fell to dancing, and continued at it an 
hour or two, Jhere coming Mrs. Anne J ones, a mer- 
chant’s daughter hard by, wbo dances well, and all in 
mighty good humour, and danced with great pleasure ; 
and then sung and then danced, and then sung many 
things of three voices — both Harris and Bolt sihging 
♦ their parts excellently. Among other things, Harris 
sang his Irish song — the strangest in itself, and the 
prettiest snng by him that ever I heard* Then to 
supper in the office, a cold good supper, and wondrous 
merry. Here was Mrs. Turner, also, and Mrs. Mark- 
ham : after supper to dancing again and singing, and 


s<? continued t&L almost three in the morning, and then, 
with extraordinary pleasure, broke up — only towards 
coming, Kniijp fell a little ill, and so my wife home _ 
with her to pnt her to bed, and we continued dancing 
and singing ; and among other things, our Mercer 
unexpectedly did happen tcT sing an Italian song I 
know not, of which they two sung the other two parts 
— two that did almost ravish me, and made me in love 
with her more than ever with her singing. As late as 
it w&s, yet Holt and Harris woxild go home to-night, 
and walked it, though I had a bed for them ; and it 
proved dark, and a n^jsty night and >ery windy. The 
company being all gone to their homes, I np with Mrs. 
Pierce to Knipp, who was in bed ; and ye waked her, 
and sung a song, and then left my wife to see Mrs. 
Pierce in bed to her, in our best chamber, and so to bed 
myself, my mind mightily satisfied ; only the music 
did not please me, they not being contented with less 
than 30s. 

25th. This afternoon I saw the Poll Bill, now 
printed ; wherein I do fear I shall be very deeply con- 
cerned, being to be taxed for all my offices, and then 
for my money that I have, and my title, as well as my^ 
head. It is a very great tax ; but yet I do tbink it is 
so perplexed, it will hardly ever be collected duly. 
The late invention of Sir Q. Downing’ s, is continued 
of bringing all the money into the Exchequer ; and 
Sir G-. Carteret’s three pence is turned for all the 
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money of this Act into but a £enny per fiound, wliich r ^% 
am sorry for. This day, ^hefHouse bath jessed the 
nBill for the Assessment, wfyich I am glad of ; and al^ST ’ 
our little Bill, for giving any of us in the office the 
power of justice of peace, is done as I would have it. 

27th. (Lord’s day.) To Sir Philip Warwick, by ap- 
pointment, to meet L$rd Bellassis, and up to his 
chamber, but find him unwilling to discourse of busi- 
ness on Sundays, so did not enlarge. Went down and 
sat in a low ij^om, reading “ Erasmus de scribendis 
epistolis,” a very good book, especially one letter of 
advice to a courtier most true arfcL good, which made 
me once r^olve io tear out the two leaves that it was 
written in, bu% I forebore it. Roger Pepys and I to 
walk in the Pall Mall. I find by him that the House 
of Parliament continues full of ill humours ; and do 
say how, in their late Poll Bill, which cost so much 
time, the yeomanry, and indeed two-thirds of the 
nation, are left ont to he taxed, that there is not 
effectual provision enough made for collection of 
the money ; and then, that after a man his goods are 
distrained and soldi and the overplus returned, I 
4 LUL to have ten days to make my complaints $f being 
over-rated if there be cause, when my goods are sold, 
and that is too late. These things they are resolved to 
look into again, and mend them before they rise, which 
they expect at furthest on Thursday next. Here we 
met with Mr. May, and he and we to talk of several 
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j things, of bu&dmg, and®sucb like matters. Walked - 
to Whitehall, and there*I showed my cousin Roger the 
» "■Duchess of i^ork, sitting in state, while her own*, 
mother stands by her; and my Lady Oastlemaine, 
whom he approves to be very handsome, and wonders 
tha^ she cannot be as good* within as she is fair with- 
out. Her little black boy came by him, and, a dog 
being in his way, the little boy swore at the dog. 

“ How,” says he, blessing himself, “ would I whip this 
child till the blood come, if it were nrj child ! ” and I 
believe he would. But he do by no means like the 
liberty of the Courtf and did come with expectation of 
finding them playing at cards to-night, though Sun- 
day ; for such stories he is told, but b^w true I know 
not. My wife tells me Mr. Brampton is gone to sea, 
and so she lost her labour to-day in thinking to hear 
him preach. 

28th. To Westminster, where I spent the morning 
at the Lords 3 Honse door, to hear the conference be- 
tween the two Houses, about my Lord- Mordaunt, of 
which there was great expectation, many hundreds 
of people coming to hear it. But, when they came, 
the Lor^Ls did insist upon my Lord Mordaunt 3 s having 
leave to sit upon a stool uncovered within their bar, and 
that he Should have counsel, which the Commons 
would not suffer, but desired leave to report their 
Lordships’ resolution to the House of Commons ; and 
so parted for this day, which troubled me, I having by 
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tliis means lost the whole da^ Here I fiear from Mr^% 
Hayes that Prince Rupert is very bad still, ahd so bad 
'ihat he do now yield to b^ trepanned. •Much work f* 
find there is to do in the two Houses in a little time, 
and much difference there is between them in many 
things tg> be reconciled ; as in the Bill for examining 
our aecoiyits, Lord M^daunt’s Bill for building the 
City, and several others. The goldsmith home with me, 
and I paid him £15 15^., for my silver standish. He 
tells me gold h^Jds up its price still, and did desire me 
to let him have what old 20s. pieces I have, and he 
would give me 3s. 2d. change fdl* each. Comes Mr. 
Gauden at mj cj^ftire to me, and to-morrow I shall pay 
him some moBey, and shall see what present he will 
make me, the hopes of which do make me part with 
my money out of my chest, which I should not other- 
wise do. After supper and reading a little, and my 
wife’s cutting off my hair short, which is grown too 
long upon my crown of my head ; I to bed. 

29th. To the office, where Sir W. Pen and I look 
much askew one npon another, though afterward 
business made us speak friendly enough, but yet we 
"hate one another. Sir W. Batten came to me,^nd tells 
me that there is news npon the Exchange to-day, that 
my Lord Sandwich’s # eoach and the Erencli Ambas- 
sador’s at Madrid, meeting and contending for the 
way. they shot my Lord’s postillion and another man 
dead ; and that we have killed twenty-five of theirs, 
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^ # and that my !uord is w£ll. How true this is I cannot , 
tell. Cotnes Mrs. Turner to me, to make her complaint 
her sad uaage from my Lord Brouncker, that h^, 
thinks much she hath not already got another house, 
though he himself hath employed her night and day 
eye* 4 since his first naming of the matter, to make part 
of her house ready for him, as he ordered, and pro- 
mised she should stay till she had fitted herself ; by 
which I perceive he is a rotten-hearted, false man, 

and, therefore, I must beware of him accordingly. I 

#•* 

did pity the woman, and gave her the best counsel I 
conld ; and so, falling to other discourse, I made her 
laugh and merry, as sad as she cam to me; so that I 
perceive no passion in a woman can be lasting long. 

30th. Fast-day for the King’s death. At night, it 
being a little moonshine and fair weather, into the 
garden, and, with Mercer, sang till my wife put me in 
mind of its being a fast-day ; and so I was sorry for it, 
and stopped, and home to cards. * 

31st. Mr. Osborne comes from Mr. Gauden, and 
takes money and notes for £4,000, and leaves me ac- 
knowledgment for £4,800 and odd, implying as if D. 
Gauden would give the £800 between Povy and mjy 
self, but how he will divide it I know not. The Par- 
liament ®Ls not yet up, being finishing some Bills. 
Thus the month ends : myself m very good health and 
content of mind in my family. All onr heads fnU in 
the office at this dividing of the Comptroller's duty. 

♦ 

t 



tion of the Poll Bill, whicii must be mei 
they rise, there being several horrible overs 
prejudice of the King, i^ a certain sign 
anybody lath of the King’s business. . IsTo 
who cornmands the fleet next year, or, inch 
we shall have a fleet or no. Great pre] 
Holland and Prance, and the French have 
Antigo (Antigua) from us, which vexes us 

February 1st. Iftuch surprised® to hear. 
Deptford tjhat Afcrs. Batters is going al 
married to him that is now the captain 
band’s ship. She seemed the most passioi 
in the world. 

2nd. This night comes home my new 
dish, which I do give myself for my c] 
very well pleSsed this night with readii 
brought home with me last night from 
Hall, of Dryden’s, upon the present war.; 
poem. j 

„ 3rd. (Lord’s day.) To Whitehall, and- 
W\ Coventry’s chamber, and there stayc 
ready, talking, and among other things, o 
being trepanned, whicfi was in doing just 
through the Stone Gallery, we asking a 
1ns lodgings, and were told so. We are s 
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^fSr the good 01 success; though I daresay hut few do - 
really concern ourselves for him in our hearts. With 
or others into tlve House, and^there hear that the work is- 
done to the Prince in a few minutes without any pain 
at all to him, he not knowing when it was done. It 
wasrperformed by Monlins.^ Having cut the outward 
table, as they call it, they find the inner all corrupted, 
so as it come out without any force ; and their fear is, 
that the whole inside of his head is corrupted like that, ^ 
which do yet make them afraid of him: but no ill 
accident appeared in the doing of the thing, but all 
with all imaginable ■-success, as Sir ^Alexander Frazier 
did tell me himself, I asking him, who is v#ry kind to 
me. To Sir Gr. Carteret’s to dinner ; and before dinner - 
he tells me that he believes the Duke of York will go 
to sea with the fleet, which I am sorry for in respect 
to his person, but yet there is no person in condition to 
command the fleet, now the captains are grown so 
great, but him. By-and-by to dinner, wnere very good 
company. Among other discourse, we talked much of 
■ Nostradamus his prophecy of these times, and the 
bunting of the City of London, some of whose verses 
are put into Booker’s Almanack this year ; and Sir Gr* 
Carteret did tell a story, how at his death he did make 
* the town ’Swear that he should never be dug up, or his 
tomb opened after he was buried; but they did after 
sixty years do it, and upon his breast they found a plate 
of brass, saying what a wicked and unfaithful people 
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the peoiile of that place were,*who after maty vow«, 
slioiild disturb and open him %ieh a day and^year am? ^ 
^liour ; which, if true, is very strange. Then we fell 
talking of the burning of the City; and my Lady 
Carteret herself did tell ns how abundance of pieces of 
burnt papers were cast by the wind as far as (jpun 
borne ; atd among others she took uj> one, or had one 
brought Ifer to see, whfth was a little bit of paper that 
had been printed, whereon there remained no more nor 
less than these words ? “ Time is 4 it is done.” A^ray 
home, and received some letters from Sir W. Coventry, 
touching the want of victuals t(j Kempthorne’s fleet 
going to the Straits and now in the Downs; which 
did trouble iqp? he saying that this disappointment 
might prove fatal; and the more, because Sir W. 
Coventry do intend to come to the office upon business 
to-morrow morning, and I shall not know what 
answer to give him. Fell to read a little in HakewilTs 
“ Apology,” aid did satisfy myself mighty fair in the 
truth of the saying that the world do not grow old at 
all, but is in as good condition in all respects as ever it. 
was as to nature. # 

4th. D. Gauden did give me a good cordial this 
morning, by telling me that? he do give me five of the 
eight hundred pounds on his account remaining in my 
hands to myself, for*the service I do him in my 
victualling business, and £100 for my particular share 
of the profits of my Tangier employment as Treasurer. 






When Sir W. CJoventrv cUd come, and tlie rest met, I 

Jfi 

cfid appeaj unconcerned® and did give him answer 
-•r^etty satisfactory wliat lie *asked me; so that I did 
get off this meeting withont*any ground lost. Soon as 
dined, my wife and I out to the Duke’s playhouse, and 
tlfer^saw Heraclius , an excellent play, to my extra- 
ordinary content ; and the more from the house being 
very full, and great company f among others, Mrs. 
Stewart, very fine, with her locks done up with puffs, 
as nfy wife calls them; and several other great ladies 
had their hair so, though I do not like it?; hut my wife 
does mightily — but it^is only because* she sees it is the 
fashion. Here I saw my Lord Rochester and his lady, 
Mrs. Mallett, who hath after all this adb married him ; 


and, as I hear some say in the pit, it is a great act of 
charity, for he hath no estate. But it was pleasant to 
see how every body rose up when my Lord John 
Butler, the Duke of Ormond’s son, came into the pit 
towards the end of the play, who was a servant to Mrs. 
Mallett, and now smiled upon her, and she on him. I 
had sitting next to me a woman, the likest my Lady 
Castleinaine that ever I saw anybody like another ; but 
she is acquainted with every fine fellow, and called 
them by Vneir name, Jack, and Tom, and before the end" 
of the pla$r frisked to another place. Home, and to my 
chamber, and there finished my Catalogue of my books 
with my own hand. 

5th. Heard this morning that the Prince is much 
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better, and. hath good rest. « All the tedk is that Siv^ 
.Lord Sandwich hath perfected the peace with Spain ; 
which is very good, if true. Sir EL Ch^lmly was wiUP*^ 
me this morning, and told me of my Lord Bellassis’s 
base dealings with Mm by getting him to give him 
great gratuities to near £2,000 for his friendship in. tfie 
business of the Mole, and hath been lately underhand 
endeavouring to bring another man into Ms place as 
Governor, so as to receive Ms money of Sir H. Cholmly 
for nothing. To the £ing’s house, to see The Chances . 

A good play I find it, and the actors most good in it ; 
and pretty to hear Knipp sb*g in the play very 
properly, * All g}ght I weep; 31 and sung it admirably. 
The whole pley pleases me well ; and most of all, the 
sight of many fine ladies— among others, my Lady 
Castlemaine and Mrs. Middleton; the latter of the 
two hath also a very excellent face and body, I think:. 
Thence by coach to the Itfew Exchange, and there laid 
out money, ahd I did give Betty Michell two pair of 
gloves and a dressing -box ; and so home in the dark, 
over the ruins, with a link, to the office. There come 
to me Mr. Young and WMstler, flag-makers, and*with 
mighty earnestness did present me with, and j>ress me 
to take a box, wherein I coMd not guess there was less 
than £100 in gold ; but I do wholly refuse, and did not 
at last take it. The truth is, not thinking them safe 
men to receive such a gratuity from, nor knowing any 
considerable courtesy that ever I did do them, but 
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^leSirous to keef myself face from their reports, and to 
have it in my power to say I had refused their offer. 
r*"*6th. To "Westminster Hall, and walked up and o 
down, and hear that the Prince do still rest well hy 
day and night, and out of pain ; so as great hopes are 
concaved of him: though FdidmeetDr. Clerke and 
Mr. Pierce, and they do say they believe he will, not 
recover it, they supposing that Tiis whole head within 
is eaten by this corruption, which appeared in this 
piec? of the inner table. To ‘Whitehall, to attend the 
Council; but they sat not to-day. 1§o to Sir W. 
Coventry’s chamber $n& find him Within, and with a 
letter from the Downs in his hands, tiling the loss of 
the St Patrick coming from Harwich* jn her way to 
Portsmouth; and would needs chase two ships, she 
having the Malago fire-ship in company, which from 
English colours put up Dutch, and he would clap on 
board the Vice-Admiral ; and after long dispute, the 
Admiral comes on the other side of him,°and both to- 
gether took him. Our fire-ship (Seely), not coming in 
. to fire all three, but come away, leaving her in their 
possesion, and carried away by them : a ship built at 
Bristol the last year of fifty guns and upwards, and a rt 
most excellent good ship. 

7th. Talking with my brother upon matters relating 
to his journey to Brampton to-morrow, I looking 
another way, heard him fall down, and turned my 
head, and he was fallen down all along upon the 
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ground dead, winch did piffc me into % great frigt^% 
and, to see my brotherly love*! I did presently lift him 
- up from the ground, he being as pale* as death ; 
being upon his legs, he did presently come to himself, 
and said he had something come into his stomach very 
hot. He knew not whal it was, nor ever had sack a 
fit before. To the office, late doing business, and then 
home, and find my brother pretty well. I did this 
night give him 20s. for books, and as much for his 
pocket, and 35s. to carry him down. Poor fellow ! he 
is so melancholy, and withal, my wife says, harmless, 
that I begin to love him, and w^uld be loth he should 
not do well. ^ - 

8th. This morning my brother John came up to my 
bedside, and took his leave of us. He gone, I up, and 
to the office. Sir W. Batten come this morning from 
the House, where the King hath prorogued this Par- 
liament to October next. I am glad they are up. The 
Bill for Accounts was not offered, the party being 
willing to let it fall ; but the King did tell them he 
expected it. They are parted with great heart- 
burnings, one party against the other. Pra/ 1 G-od 
- bring them hereafter together in better temper ! It is 
said that the King do intend himself in this interval 
to take away Lord Mordaunt’s governments as to do 
something to appease the House against they come to- 
gether, and let them see he will do that of his own 
accord which is fit, without their forcing him; and 
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lie will hav% liis Comiftission for accounts go on ; 

* which, wilh be good tliiftgs. # At dinner we talked 
^URich of Cromwdl ; all saying lie was a brave fellow, 2 
and did owe liis crown he got to himself as much as* 
roan that ever got one. 

$tl# Read a piece of a play, Every Man in his- 
Humour, wherein is the greatest propriety 0 / speech 
that ever I read in my life ; and so to bed. This noon 
came my wife’s watch-maker, and received £12 of me 
for her watch ; but Captain Rolt eoming^to speak with 
me about a little business, he did judge of the work to- 
be very good, and so i am well contented. 

10th. (Lord’s day.) To church, inhere Mr, Mills 

© * 

made an unnecessary sermon upon Original Sin, 
neither understood by himself nor the people. Home, 
where come Mr. Carter, my old acquaintance of Mag- 
dalene College, who hath not been here of many years. 
He hath spent his time in the country with the Bishop 
of Carlisle much. He is grown a very c&nely person,, 
and of good discourse, and one that I like very much. 
We had mnch talk of all our old acquaintance of the- 
Collie, concerning their various fortunes; wherein, 
to my joy, I met not with any that have sped better „ 
than myself. Mrs. Turner do tell me very odd stories 
how Mrs? Williams do receive the applications of 
people, and hath presents, and' she is the hand that 
receives all, while my Lord Brouncker does the business. 

11th. With Creed to Westminster Hall, and there- 
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up and down, and hear that Prince " Rupert is s^iP. 

better and better : and that he did tell Dr. -Troutbecke 

*=> 

expressly that my Lord Sand wick is ordered home. 
hear, too, that Prince Rupert hath begged the having 
of all the stolen prize-goods which he can find, and 
that he is looking out anew after them, which at first 
troubled me ; but I do see it cannot come to anything, 
but is done by Hayesf or some of his little people about 
him. Here, among other news, I bought the King’s 
speech at proroguing^ the House, the other day, wSerein 
are some wor&s which cannot but import some pro- 
spect of a peace, 'which Grod send us ! 

12th. With my Lord Brouncker by coach to his 
house, there *o hear some Italian music ; and here we 
met Tom Killigrew, Sir Robert Murray, and the 
Italian Signor Baptista, who hath proposed a play in 
Italian for the Opera, which T. Killigrew do intend 
to have up ; and here he did sing one of the acts. He 
himself is the poet as well as the musician, which is 
very much ; and did sing the whole from the words 
without any music pricked, and played all along upon 
a harpsicon most admirably, and the composition most 
„ excellent. The words I did not understand, and so 
knew not how they are fitted, but believe very well, 
and all in the reeitativo very fine. But*I perceive 
there is a proper accent in every country’s discourse, 
and that do reach in their setting of notes to words, 
which, therefore, cannot he natural to anybody else hut 
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; so that T am not so*mu.eli smitten with it, as 

* it may be i should be, if T W£re acquainted with their 
^iScent. But the»whole composition is certainly most ex- 
cellent; and the poetry, T. Killigrew and Sir K. Murray, 
who understood the words, did say most excellent. I 
conf I was mightily pleasef with the music . He pre- 
tends not to voice, though it be g£>od, but not excellent. 
This done, T. Killigrew and I to talk : and he tells me 
how the audience at his house is not above half so 
mueli as it used to be before the late fire. That Knipp 
is like to make the best actor that ever came upon the 
stage, she understanding so well : that they are going 
to give her £30 a year more. That the^stage jls now by 
his pains a thousand times better and imore glorious 
than ever heretofore. How, wax-candles, and many 
of them ; then, not above three pounds of tallow ; now, 
all things civil, no rudeness anywhere ; then, as in a 
hear-garden ; then, two or three fiddlers ; now, nine 
or ten of the best ; then, nothing but rushes upon the 
ground, and everything else mean ; now, all otherwise ; 
then, the Queen seldom and the King never would 
come? now, not the King only for state, but all civil 
people dq think they may come as well as any. He , 
tells me that he hath gone several times, eight or ten 

* times, he fifells me, hence to Home, to hear good music ; 
so much he loves it, though he never did sing or play a 
note. That he hath ever endeavoured in the late King’s 
time, and in this, to introduce good music, but he 
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never con'd do it, there ne^er liaving&een any nnfti<^ 
here better than ballads. A*id says, “ Hermit poore 55 ’ ' 

and u Chiny Chese,” was all the musi£ we had; an£"* , -N 
yet no ordinary fiddlers get so much money as ours 
do here, which speaks our rudeness still. That he 
hath gathered our Italifms from several Comq&s tn 
Christendom, to come to make a concert for the 
King, which he do g^ve £200 a year a-piece to ; hut 
badly paid, and does come in the room of keeping f our 
ridiculous gundilows?he having got the King t<T put 
them away, and lay out money this way; and indeed 
I do commend him for it, for I tljink it is a very noble 
undertaking. He do intend to have some times of the 
year these" operas to be performed at the two present 
theatres, since he is defeated in what he intended in 
Moorfields on purpose for it ; and he tells me plainly 
that the City audience was as good as the Court, hut 
now they are most gone. Baptista tells me that Gia- 
como Charisdmi is still alive at Home, who was master 
to Yinnecotio, who is one of the Italians that the King 
hath here, and the chief composer of them. My great 
wonder is, how this man do to keep in memory so 
perfectly the music of the whole act, both for the 
voice and the instrument too. I confess I Jo admire 
it : but in recitativo the sense much help* him, for 
there is hut one propef way of discoursing and giving 
the accents. Having done our discourse, we all took 
coavhes, my Lord’s and T. Killigrew’s, and to Mrs. 



^fiipp’s chamber, where ihis Italian is to teach her 
to sing hespart. And so we all thither, and there she 
sing an Indian song or two very fine, while he 
played the hass upon the harpsicon there; and ex- % 
eeedingly taken I am with her singing, and believe 
tfiat»she will do miracles at that and acting. Her 
little girl is mighty pretty and witty. * 

13th. To the Duke of York, aid there did tfur usual 
business ; but troubled to see that at this time, after 
onr declaring a debt to the Parliament of £900,000, 
and nothing paid since, but the debt*1ncreased, and 
now the fleet to set qpt ; to hear that the King hath 
ordered but £35,000 for the setting out of the fleet out 
of the Poll Bill, to buy all provisions, five times 
as much had been little enough to have done anything 
to purpose. They have, indeed, ordered more for 
paying off of seamen and the yards for some time, but 
not enough for that neither. The Prince, I hear, is 
every day better and better. To Dr. Gierke's, by in- 
vitation.- Here was his wife, painted, and her sister 
Worshipp, a widow now and mighty pretty in her 
moutning. Here was also Mr. Pierce and Mr. Ployd, 
Secretary to the Lords Commissioners of Prizes, and 
Captain Cooke, to dinner, an ill and little mean one, 
with foubcloth and dishes, and everything poor. Dis- 
coursed most about plays and the opera, where, among 
other vanities, Captain Cooke had the arrogance to say * 
that he was fain to direct Sir W. Davenant in the 
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breaking of Ms verses intp such and- such lengths, 
according as would be fit f or # music, and h^w be usea - 
to swear at Davenant, 5nd command^ him that waf^w^ 
when W. Davenant woifld be angry, and find fault 
with this or that note— a vain coxcomb he is, though 
he sings and composes *o well. Dr. Clerke ^ky 
that Si? W. Davenant is no good judge of a dramatic 
poem, finding fault wfth his choice of Henry V., and 
others for the stage, when I do think, and he confesses, 
The Siege of Rhocfes, as good as ever was •writ. 
Cooke gone, *®r. Clerke fell to reading a new play, 
newly writ, of a #f riend of his ; ^ hut, by Ms discourse 
and* confession afterwards, it was his own. Some 
tMngs, btfc very few, moderately good ; but infinitely far 
from the conceit wit, design, and language, from very 
many plays that I know ; so that, but for compliment, 

I was quite tired with hearing it. There was a very 
great disorder tMs day at the ticket office, to the 
oeating and-? bruising of the face of Carcasse very 
much. A foul evening this was to-night, and I 
mightily troubled to get a coach home ; and wMch is 
now my common practice, going over the ruins m the 
night, I rid with my sword drawn in the coach. 

14th. To the offiee, where Carcasse comes* with his 
plaistered face, and called himself Sir "W* Batten’s 
martyr, which made # W. Batten mad almost, and 
mighty quarrelling there was. By coach to my Lord 
Chancellor s, and there a meeting : the Duke of York, 
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pxske of JUbeigarle, and several other Lords of the 
^Commission of Tangier. » And there I did present a 
^iate of my accounts, and managed them well • and ray 
Lord Chancellor did say, though he was, in other 
things, in an ill humour, that no man in England was 
of*n^re method, nor made himself better understood 
than myself. But going, after the business off money 
was over, to other businesses, of Settling tbe garrison, 
he did fling out, and so did the Duke of York, two or 
threef severe words touching myfLord Bellassis : that 
he would have no governor come awayftom thence in 
less than three years ; ^no, though his lady were with 
child. “And,” says the Duke of York, “ there should 
he no governor continue so, longer thai? jdiree years ” 
“And,” says Lord Arlington, “when our rules are 
once set, and upon good judgment declared, no 
governor should offer to alter them.” "We must cor- 
rect the many things that are amiss there ; for,” says the 
Lord Chancellor, “ you'must think we do #iear of more 
things amiss than we are willing to speak before our 
friends' faces.” My Lord Bellassis would not take 
notice of their reflecting on him, and did wisely. EL 
Cholmly and I to the Temple, and there walked in the 
dark in tlie walks talking of news ; and he surprises 
me with the certain news that the King did last night 
in Council declare his being in tfeaty with the Dutch : 
that they had sent him a very civil letter, declaring 
that, if nobody but themselves were concerned, they 
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-would not dispute the place # of treaty^but feave ib to 
his choice ; but that, being pbliged to satisfy ther&kP 
a prince of equal qualPty with himself, they 
except any place in England or Spain. Also the King 
hath chosen the Hague, and thither hath chose my 
Lord Hollis and Hariy Coventry to go Ambas- 
sadors 4o treat ; which is so mean a thing, as all the 
world will believe, tltet we do go to beg a peace of 
them, whatever we pretend. And it seems all our 
Court are mightily f «r a peace, taking this to be the 
time to make^ne, while the king hath money, that he 
may save something of what the Parliament hath 
given him to put him out of det>t, so as he may need 
the help <5f n® more Parliaments, as to the point of 
money : but our debt is so great, and expense daily so 
increased, that I believe little of the money will be 
saved between this and the making of the peace up. 
But that which troubles me most is, that we have 
chosen a so% of Secretary Morris, a boy never used to 
any business, to go Secretary to the Embassy. This 
morning came up to my wife’s bedside, I being np 
dressing myself, little Will Mercer to be her valentine ; 
and brought her name writ upon blue paper in gold 
r letters, done by himself, very pretty ; and? we were 
both well pleased with it. But I am also tips year my 
wife’s valentine, ancLit will cost me £5 ; but that I 
must have laid out if we had not been valentines. 

15th. Peg Pen is married this day privately : no 



dinner. This wedding •being private, is imputed 
to its being just before Lent, and so in vain to make 
new clothes till. Easter, that they might see the 
fashions as they are like to this summer ; which is 
reason good enough. Mrs. Turner tells me she hears 
Sir W. Pen gives £4,500 or £4,Qf)0 with her. • 

*16th. To my Lord Brouneker’s, and there was Sir 
Eobgrt Murray, a most excelled man of reason and 
learning, and understands the doctrine*©f music, and 
everything else I could discourse of, 'jery finely. Here 
come ML Hooke, Sfr George Ent, Dr. Wren, and 
many others ; and by-and-by the musifc^thaip is to say 
Signor Vincentio, who is the master-composer, and six 
more, whereof two eunuchs, so tall, that Sir T. Harvey 
said well that he believes they do grow large as our 
oxen do, and one woman very well dressed and hand- 
some enough, hut would not be kissed, Mr. Killi- 
grew, who brought the company in, did acquaint us. 
They sent two harpsicons before; and by-and-by, af.er 
tuning, they began ; and, I confess, very good music 
they made; that is, the composition exceeding good, 
but yet Hot at all more pleasing to me than what I 1 
' have heard in English by Mrs. Knipp, Captain Cooke, 
and others. Their justness in keeping time by practice 
much before any that we have, unless it be a good 
band of practised fiddlers. I find that Mrs. Pierce’s 
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little girl is my valentine^ she havipg drawn me ^ 
which I was not sorry for, it^easing me of ^something* 
more that I must have given to others. But here I 

* first observe the fashion of drawing of mottoes as well 
as names ; so that Pierce, who drew my wife, did 
draw also a motto, and this girl drew another foj. nSe. 
What fttne was I have forgot ; but my wife’s was, 

“ Most courteous and fnost fair,” which, as it may be 
used, or an anagram made upon each name, might be 
very pretty. One wcfhder I observed to-day, that^here 
was no musiif*in the morning to call up our new 
married people, which is very mean methinks. 

17th. (Lord’s day.) To my Lord Chancellor’s, where 
I met witfi, ajL& had much pretty discourse with, one 
of the Bogerses that knew me ; and it was pretty to 
hear him tell me, of his own accord, as a matter of no 
shame, that in Spain he had a pretty woman, his mis- 
tress, whom, when money grew scarce with him, he 
was forced t# leave, and afterwards heard how she and 
her husband lived well, sbe being kept by an old friar ; 
but this, says he, is better than as our ministers do, 
who have wives that lay up their estates, and .do no 
good nor relieve any poor — no, not our greatest pre- 
* lates. Stayed till the Council was up, and* attended 
the King and Duke of York round the park, and was 
asked several questioiSs by both ; but I was in pain, 

* lest they should ask me what I could not answer ; as 
the Duke of York did the value of the hull of the 
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Sk Patrick lately lost, which I told him I eouk] not 
®p?esently answer ; though I might have easxly-funji-s'lied 
^jjiyself to answer all those (fuestions. ^hey stood, a 
good while to see the gandei$ and geese in the water. 
At home, by appointment, comes Captain Cocke to me, 
t(*talk of State matters, anil about the peace ; who 
told me that the whole business is managed between 
Kevet, Burgomaster of Amsterdam, and mj Lord 
Arlington, who hath, through his wife there, some in- 
/ teresi. We have proposed the Hague, but know not 
yet whether the Dutch will like it; if they do, 
v whether the French will We think ^ve shall have the 
help of the information of their affairs and state, and 
the helps of the Prince of Orange ffit ^faction; but 
above all, that De Witt, who hath all this while said 
he cannot get peace, his mouth will now be stopped, so 
that he will be forced to offer fit terms for fear of the 
people ; and, lastly, if France or Spain do not please 
us, we are in a way presently to clap up ^ peace with 
the Dutch, and secure them. But we are also in 
treaty with France, as he says : but it must be to the 
excluding our alliance with the King of Spain or 
House of Austria : which we do not know presently 
what wilt be determined in. He tells me the Vice- * 
Chamberlain is so great with the King, that, let the 
Duke of York, and Sir W. Coventry, and this office, 
do or say what they will, while the King lives, Sir Gr. 
Carteret will do what he will ; and advises me to be 
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often with him, and eat and*clrink with him ; and tail^ 
me that he doubts he is jealous of me, aud ^as mighty® 
mad to-day at our discourse to him before the Duke 
York. But I did give him my reasons that the office 
is concerned to declare that, without money, the King’s 
work cannot go on. ^He assures me that Ij^ei ffcy 
Bromieker is one of the shrewdest fellows for parts 
in England, and a cSmge ro us man ; that, while we 
want money so much in the Kavy, the Officers of 
the Ordnance have “at this day £300,000 gotftl in 
tallies, which they can command money upon: that 
Harry Coventry, "who is to go upon this treaty with 
Lord HoUis, who he confesses to be a very wise man, 
into Hollands & a mighty quick, ready man, but not so 
weighty as he should be, he knowing him so well in 
his drink as he do : that, unless the King do some- 
thing against my Lord Mordaunt and the Patents for 
the Canary Company, before the Parliament next 
meets, he d C believe there will be a civil war before 
there will be any more money given, unless it may be 
at their perfect disposal ; and that all things are now 
ordered to the provoking of the Parliament against 
they come next, and the spending the King’s money, 
so as to put him into a necessity of having n it at the 
time it is prorogued for, or sooner. This evening, 
going to the Queen’s Iside to see the ladies, I did find 
the Queen, the Duchess of York, and another or two, 
at cards, with the room full of great ladies and men ^ 
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^bacli I was amfvzed at to £ee on a Sunday, having not 
believed it* but contrarily, flatly denied the same a 
^ttle while since to my eousyi Boger Pepys. Going 
by water, read the answer to “ The Apology for 
Papists/ 5 which did like me mightily. 

To the King’s house, to The MaicVs Tragedy , 
but vexed all the while with two talking ladies ^md Sir 
Charles Sedley ; yet pleased to hear their discourse, he 
being a stranger. And one of %e ladies would and 
did sit with her mask on, all the play, £j*d, being ex- 
ceeding witty as ever I heard woman, did talk most 
pleasantly with him ; «but was, I believe, a virtuous 
woman, and of quality. He would f aha. know* who she 
was, but she would not tell ; yet did giv£ him many 
pleasant hints of her knowledge of him, by that means 
setting his brains at work to find out who she was, and 
did give him leave to use all means to find out who she 
was, but pulling off her mask. He was nnghty witty, 
and she also making sport with him very inoffensively, 
that a more pleasant rencontre I never heard. But by 
that means lost the pleasure of the play wholly, to 
which liow and them Sir Charles Sedley 5 s exceptions 
against bojh words and pronouncing were v.ery pretty. 

19th. At noon home, and there find old Mr. Michell 
and Howl^tt come to desire mine and my wife’s 
company to dinner to their son’s, and so away by coach 
with them, it being Betty’s wedding-day a year, as also 
Shrove Tuesday. Here I made myself mighty merry, 
d — 94 
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and a mighty pretty dinner Ve had in fhis little hoi^ef^ 
to my exceeding great content, and my wife’s, and my 
* heart pleased to see Betty* After dinner, I fell to reacT^ 
tlic^ Acts about the building of the City again; and 
indeed the laws seem to be very good, and I pray God 
I may live to see it built in that manner ! This Corn- 
ing I h$ar that our discourse of peace is all in the dirt ; 
for the Dutch will not like of the peace, or at least the 
Drench will not agree to it ; so that I do wonder what 
we shall do, fer carry on the war we cannot. e 
20th. To Whitehall, by tbe way observing Sir W. 
Pen’s carrying a favour to Si* W. Coventry, for his 
daughter^ wedding, and saying that there was others 
for us, when^we will fetch them, which vexed me, and 
I am resolved not to wear it when he orders me one. 
His wedding hath been so poorly kept, that I am 
ashamed of it ; for a fellow that makes such a flutter 
as he do. When we come to the Duke of York here, I 
heard discourse how Harris of his playhouse is sick, 
and everybody commends him, and above all things, 
for acting the Cardinal. They talked how the King’s 
violin, Bannister, is mad that the King hath a Prench- 
« man come, to be chief of some part of the King’s 
music, at which the Duke of York made great mirth. 
Then withdrew to his closet, where all otlr business, 
lack of money and prospect of tbe effects of it, such 
as made Sir W. Coventry say pnblicly before us all, 
that he do heartily wish that his R-oyal Highness had 
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^njfthing to do "in the JSTavy, whatever became of him, 
and much dishonour, he &iys A is likely to fall under the 
'^management of it. The Duke of York was angry, as * 
much as he could be, or ever I saw him, with Sir G. 
Carteret, for not paying the masters of some ships on 
Monday last, according to^is promise. With the 
’Chequer men, to the “Leg” in King Street, and 
there had wine for them; and there was one in 
company with them that was the man that got the 
vessel to carry over the King from Bre^Lhemson, who 
hath a pension of £200 per annum, but ill paid, and the 
man is looking after getting of a prize ship to live by; 
but the trouble is, that this poor man, whg hath re- 
ceived no part of his money these foursyears, and is 
ready to starve almost, must yet pay to the Poll Bill 
for this pension. He told me several particulars of the 
King’s coming thither, which was mighty pleasant, 
and shows how mean a thing a king is, how subject to 
fall, and how like other men he is in his afflictions. I 
with Lord Bellassis, to the Lord Chancellor’s. Lord 
Bellassis tells me how the King of Prance hath caused 
the stop to be made to our proposition of treating in 
the Hague ; that he being greater than they, we may , 
better come and treat at Paris : so that God knows 
what will ^become of the peace 3 He tells me too, as a 
grand secret, that he do believe the peace offensive and 
defensive between Spain and us is quite finished, but 
must not be known, to prevent the King of France’s 




present falling upon Flankers. He »do believe 
Duke of York will be made General of tfce Spanish 
~ armies there, and Governor of Flanders, if the FreneJP^ 
should come against it, and we assist the Spaniard : 
that we have done the Spaniard abundance of mischief 
in the West Indies, by our privateers at Jamaica, rehich 
they lament mightily, and I am sorry for it to have it 
done at this time. By-and-by, come to my Lord 
Chancellor, who heard mighty quietly my complaints 
‘ for lack of money, and spoke mighty kind to me, but 
* little hopes of kelp therein. 

21st. To the dffi.ee, where saj; all the morning, and 
there a ULpst fmjjous conflict between Sir W. Pen and 
I, in few woj*(fi, and on a sudden occasion of no great 
moment, but very bitter and smart on one another, and 
so broke off, and to our business, my heart as full of 
spite as it could hold, for which God forgive me and 
him! At the end come witnesses on behalf of Mi*. 
Carcasse; bflt, instead of clearing him, I find they 
were brought to recriminate Sir W. Batten, and did it 
by oath very highly, that made the old man mad, and, 

I confess, me ashamed, so that I caused all bu4 our- 
^'selves to withdraw, being sorry to have such things 
declared in the open office, before 100 people. But it 
was done home, and I believe true, though Batten # 
denies all, but is cruel mad, and swore one of them, 
he or Carcasse, should not continue in the office, which 
is said like a fool. 
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** ^2nd. All of us, that h to say, Lord Brouncker, J . 
^Minnes, W*. Batten, T. Harvy, and myself, to Sir W. ^ 
Pen’s house, where some other company. It is instead 
of a wedding dinner for his daughter, whom I saw in 
pa-lterly clothes, nothing new hut a bracelet that her 
servant had given her, and ugly she is as heart can 
wish. A sorry dinner, not anything handsome or 
clean, but some silver plates they borrowed of me. 
My wife was here too. We had favours given ns all. 
and we put them in our hats, I against my will, but 
that my Lord and the rest did. 

23rd. This day I am, by the blessing of God, 31- 
years old, in very good health and mindf^ content, and 
in condition of estate much beyond whatever my 
friends could expect of a child of theirs this day 31- 
years. The Lord’s name be praised ! and may I be 
thankful for it. 

24th. (Lord’s day.) My Lady Pen did, ^oing out of 
church, ask me whether we did not make a great show 
at Court to-day, with all our favours in our hats. To 
Whitehall, and there meeting my Lord Arlington, he 
by I know not what kindness, offered to carry me 
along with him to my Lord Treasurer’s, whither, I 
^ told him, I was going. I believe he had a mind to 
discourse of some Navy businesses, but Sir Thomas 
Clifford coming into the coach to us, we were pre- 
vented; which I was sorry for, for I had a mind to 
begin an acquaintance with him. He speaks well, and 
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hath pretty slight superficial parts, I Relieve. He, 
our going, talked much* of the plain haft it of the 
* Spaniards ; how the king •and lords themselves wear m \ 
but a cloak of Colchester baize, and the ladies mantles, 
in cold weather, of wh^te flannel; and that the qji- 
deavoiu$ frequently of setting up the manufactory of 
making «these stuffs ^here have only been prevented 
by the Inquisition ; the English and Dutchmen that 
have been sent for t<* work, being taken with a Psalm- 
book or Testament, and so clapped up, and the house 
pulled down by the Inquisitors ; and the greatest lord 
in Spain dare not say a word Against it, if the word 
Inquisitidh be^bftt mentioned. Captain Cocke did tell 
rue what I must not forget: that the answer of the 
Dutch, refusing the Hague for a place of treaty, 
and proposing Boysse, Bredah, Bergen-op-Zoom, or 
Maestricht, was seemingly stopped by the Swede’s 
Ambassador^ (though he did show it to the King, 
but the King would take no notice of it, nor does not) 
from being delivered to the King : and he hath wrote 
to desire them to consider better of it ; so that, though 
we know their refusal of the place, yet they know not 
" that we know it, nor is the King obliged to show his 
sense of the affront. That the Dutch are in very great n 
straits, so as to he said to he not able to sei out their \ 
fleet this year. By-and-by eomes Sir Bobert Viner 
and my Lord Mayor to ask the King’s direction about . j 
measuring out the streets according to the Hew Act for 
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m 4}$?ilding of tlfe City, wherein the King is to be 
pleased. But he says that the way proposed in Parlia- 
ment by Colonel Birch would have been the best, to "* 
have chosen some persons in trust, and sold the whole- 
ground, and let it be sold again by them, with pre- 
ference to the old owner, which would have certainly 
caused the City to be built jyhere these ^trustees 
pleased; whereas now, great differences will be, and 
the streets built by fits, and not entire till all differences 
be decided. This, as he tells it, I thipjs would have 
been the best way. I inquired about the Frenchman 
that was said to fire the City, and was hanged for it, 
by his own confession, that he was hired fcr it by a 
Frenchman of Roane, and that he did wittP a stick reach 
in a fireball in at a window of the house ; whereas the 
master of the house, who is the King’s baker, and his 
son, and daughter, do all swear there was no such 
window, and that the fire did not begin thereabouts. 
Yet the fellow who, though a mopish, besotted fellow, 
did not speak like a madman, did swear that he did 
fire it; and did not this like a madman: for, being 
tried hn purpose, and landed with his keeper at the 
Town WJiarf, he could carry the keeper to the very • 
house. Asking Sir R. Yiner what he thought was the 
cause of the fire, he tells me, that the baker, son, and 
% his daughter did all swear again and again, that their 
oven was drawn by ten o’clock at night : that having 
occasion to light a candle about twelve, there was not 


104 PEPYS’S PIABY. f [^obruaxy, 

r 

so muck fire in the bakehouse as to light a match 
candle, so that they wereJaLG to go into another place 
to light it ; that about two in the morning they feltr^ 
themselves almost choked with smoke, and rising, did 
find the fire coming up-stairs*: so they rose to save 
themselves; hut that, at that time, the bavins we«e- hot- 
on fire in the yard. So that they are, as they swear, in 

n y*! ** 

absolute ignorance how this fire should come ; which is 
a strange thing, that so horrid an effect should have so 
mean and uncertain a beginning. By-and-by Called 
into the King and Cabinet, and there had a few insipid 
words about money for Tang^pr, but to no purpose. 
Going through feridge by water, my waterman told me 
how the mispress of the “ Bear ” tavern, at the bridge 
foot, did lately fling herself into the Thames, and 
drowned herself ; which did trouble me the more, when 
they tell me it was she that did live at the 15 White 
Horse ” tavern in Lombard Street, which was a most 
beautiful woman, as most I have seen. It seems she 
hath had long melancholy upon her, and hath en- 
deavoured to make away with herself often. 

25th. Lay long in bed, talking with pleasure* with 
my poor wife how she used to make coal fires, and 
wash my foul clothes with her own hand for me, poor 
wretch ! in our little room at my Lord Sandwich’s ; 
for which I ought for ever to love and admire her, and 
do ; and persuade myself she would do the same thing 
again, if God should reduce us to it. At my gold- 
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^ssaith’s did observe the Ring’s new medal, where in 
little, theib is Mrs. Stewart’s* face as well done as ever 
I saw anything in my wholes life, I think: and a pretty ** 
thing it is, that he should choose her face to represent 
Britannia by. 

2?th. Up by candle-light about six o’clock- and hy 
water down to Woolwich, I being at leisure ^his day 
the King and Duke of Tork being gone down to 
Sheerness to lay out the design f$r a fortification there 
to the riyer Medway ; and so we do fwt attend the 
Duke of Tork as we should otherwise have done. To 
the dockyard, and went into Mr. Pett’s ; and there 
beyond expectation he did present mb r witlr a Japan 
cane with a silver head, and his wife sen? me by him 
a ring with a Woolwich stone, now much in request ; 
which I accepted, the values not being great : and then, 
at my asking, did give me an old draught of an ancient- 
built ship, given him by his father, of the Bear in Queen 
Elizabeth’s time. Mr. Hunt, newly come out of the 
country, tells me the country is much impoverished by 
the greatness of taxes ; the farmers do break every day 
almost, and £1,000 a-year become not worth £500. 
He told me some ridiculous pieces of thrift of Sir G. *’* 
Downing’s, who is his countryman, in inviting’ some 
poor people at Christmas last to charm the country 
people’s mouths ; but did give them nothing but be: £, 
porridge, pudding, and pork, and nothing said all 
dinner but only his mother would say, “ It’s good 
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broth, son.” He would answer, “ Yes, it is 
broth.” Then says his lad^, “ Confirm al| and say, 
Yes, very good broth,” By-and-by she would begin**’" 
and say, “Good pork:” “Yes,” says the mother, 
good pork.” Then he cries, “Yes, very good pork.” 
And so they said of all tilings ; to which nobody 
any answer, they going there not out of love or esteem 
of them, but to eat hii? victuals, knowing him to be a 
niggardly fellow ; and with this he is jeered now all 
over the country. "Comes Captain Story of Cam- 
bridge, to me, about a bill for prest money; but. 
Lord ! to see tBe natures of # men ; how this man, 
hearing 2$y naipe did ask me of my country, and told 
me of my cot*sm Hoger, that he was not so wise a man 
as his father ; for that he do not agree in Parliament 
with his fellow-burgesses and knights of the shire, 
whereas I know very well the reason; for he is not 
so high a flyer as Mr. Chichley and others, but loves 
the King better than any of them, and to better pur- 
pose. But yet, he says that he is a very honest gentle- 
man, and thence runs into a hundred stories of his 
own services to the King, and how he at this* day 
brings in the taxes before anybody bere thinks they 
are collected: discourse very absurd to entertain a 
stranger with. Met Mr. Cooling, who tells «jne of my 
Lord Duke of Buckingham's being sent for last night 
by a serjeant-at-arms, to the Tower, for treasonable 
practices, and that the King is infinitely angry with 
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him, ancf declared him no^ longer one of Iiis Council. 
** i know not the reason o£it, or occasion. Took up ray 
^ wife to file Exchange, ancT there bought things for 
Mrs. Pierce’s little daughter, my valentine, and so to 
our house, where we find Knipp, who also challengeth 
nef or her valentine. She 4ooks well, sang well, and 

very merry we were for half an hour. Tells me 
Harris is well again, having been very ill.* To Sir 
W. Pen’s, and sat with my Lady and the young couple 
(Si*> William out of town) talking merrily; but they 
make a very sorry couple, methinks, though rich. 

28th. Mr. Holliard dined with us, -and pleasant com- 
pany he is. I love his company, and he secures me 
against ever having the stone again. He gives it me 
as his opinion, that the City will never be built again 
together as is expected, while any restraint is laid 
upon them. He hath been been a great loser, and 
would be a builder again, but, he says, he knows not 
what restricting there will he, so as it fs unsafe for 
him to begin. I did within these six days see smoke 
’ still remaining of the late fire in the City ; and it is 
strange to think how, to this very day, I cannot sleep 
at night without great terrors of fire. Mr. Gauden 
tells mehnore than I knew before — that he hath orders 
to get aU the victuals he can to Plymouth and the 
Western Ports, and other out-ports, and some to 
Scotland, so that we do intend to keep but a flying 
fleet this year ; which, it may be, may preserve us a 


108 PEPYS’S DIARY. [March, 

r# dk * 

‘ * . I 

yt'ar longer, but tbe end of it must be ruirft Sir J. 
Minnes this night tells me that he hears for certain, ^ 
that ballads are made of ns in Holland for bagging of ^ 
a peace ; which I expected? but am vexed at. So ends 
this month, with nothing of weight upon my mind, but 
for my father and mother^ who are both very ill, aqd 
have been so for some weeks : whom God help ! but I 
do fear my poor father will hardly be ever naturally 
well again. 

March 1st. In Mark Lane I do observe, it being^St. 
David’s day,~ i: he picture of a man dressed like a 
W elshman, hanging by the neck upon one of the poles 
that stand out at the top of one of the merchants’ 
houses, in -full proportion, and very handsomely done ; 
which is one of the oddest sights I have seen a good 
while. Heing returned home, I find Greeting the 
flageolet-master come, and teaching my wife; and I 
d.) think my wife will take pleasure in it, and it will 
be easy for Jier, and pleasant. So to the office, and 
then before dinner making my wife to sing. Poor 
wretch ! her ear is so bad that it made me angry, till * 
the poor wretch cried to see me so vexed at her, that I 
think I shall not discourage her so much again, but 
will endeavour to make her understand sounds, and 
do her good that way ; for she hath a great mind to 
learn, only to please *ne. Tom Woodall, the known 
chirurgeon, is killed at Somerset House by a French- 
man, in a drunken quarrel. 
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After dinner, with my wife to the Kings 
) see The Maiden* Queen , a new play of Dry- 
mightily eommendec? for the regularity of it, ^ 

= strain and wit; and the truth is there is a 
part done by Kell, which is Florimel, that I 
in hope ever to see tte like done again, hy man 
tan. The King and Duke of York wd>e at the 
Hut so great perfornnCice of a comical part 
r er, I believe, in the world before as Nell does 
>th as a mad girl, then hiost and best of all 
ae comes in like a young gallant', and hath the 
j and carriage of a spark the most that ever 
ny man have. ' It makes me, I confess, admire 

O !*> 

• ** 

(Lord's day.) To Whitehall, where, walking in 
Lories, I met Mr. Pierce, who tells me the story 
ol Woodall the surgeon, killed in a drunken 
, and how the. Duke of York hath a mind to get 
Pierce] one of Ms places in St. Thomas’s 
al. It is believed that the Dutch will yield to 
Le treaty at London or Dover, neither of which 
t our King any credit, we having already con- 
to have it at the Hague ; which, it seems, De^ 
prosed as a thing wherein the King of England 
ee^ls have some profound design, which, in my 
nee he hath not. They do also tell me that 
3 this day come to the King, that the King of 
is come with his army to the frontiers of 


Flanders, demanding leave ^ to pass through thei,r 
country towards Poland, but denied, and thereupon 
that he is gone into the country. How true this is I 
dare not believe till I hear "more. I walked into the 
Park, it being a fine but very cold day: and there 
took two or three turns tho length of the Pall Mall c 
and thereTl met Serjeant Bearcroft, who was sent for 
the DukS of Buckingham to have brought him 
prisoner to the Tower. He came to town this day, 
and brings word that, being overtaken and outrid-rhy 
the Duchess oi^ Buckingham within a few miles oi 
Westhorp, he believes she got thither about a quarter 
of an hour before him, and so had time to consider ; 

<-> r> 

so that when ^ he came, the doors were kept shut 
against him. The next day, coming with officers of 
the neighbour market-town to force open the doors, 
they were open for him, but the Duke gone; so he 
took horse presently, and heard upon the road that the 
Duke of Buckingham was gone before him for London : 

that he believes he is this day also come to town 
before him, but no news is yet heard of him. This is 
all he brings. Thence to my Lord Chancellpr’s, ^and 
there, meeting Sir H. Cholmly, he and I walked in my 
Lord’s garden, and talked; and among other® things, 
of the treaty : and he says there will certaijdy be a 
peace, but I cannot believe it. He tells me that the 
Duke of Buckingham his crimes, as far as he knows, 
are his being of a cabal with some discontented persons 
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qf the late House of Qominons, and opposing the 
r ciesires of the King in ail liis matters in that House ; 

^ and endeavouring to becoihe popular, and advising 
how the Commons’ House 'should proceed, and how lie 
would order tlie House of Lords. And that lie hath 
hepm endeavouring to have tlie King’s nativity 
calculated ; which was done, and the fellow r^ow in the 
Tower about it: which itself '■'hath heretofore, as he 
says, been held treason, and people died for it ; but by 
t^ statute of treason, in Queen Mary’s times and 
since, it hath been left out. He tel^ me that this 
silly Lord hath provoked, by his ill carriage, the Duke 
of York, my Lord Chancellor, and all the great 
persons ; and therefore, most likely will die. He tells 
me too, many practices of treachery against this 
King ; as betraying him in Scotland, and giving 
Oliver an account of the King’s private councils; 
which the King knows very well, and hath yet par- 
doned him. 0 

6th. To Whitehall; and here the Duke of York did 
acquaint ns, and the King did the like also, afterwards 
coming in, with his resolution of altering tlie manner 
of the war this year ; that is, we shall keep what fleet 
we have abroad in several squadrons : so that now alT 
is come out ; but we are to keep it as close as we can, 
without'hindering the work that is to be clone in pre- 
paration to this. G-reat preparations there are to ~ 
fortify Slieerness and the yard at Portsmouth, and 
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year longer, but tbe end of it must be ruin. Sir J. 
Minnes this night tells me that he hears for certain, " 
that ballads are made of td in Holland for begging of (C . 
a peace ; which I expected; but am vexed at. So ends 
this month, with nothing of weight upon my mind, but 
for my father and mother r who are both very ill, and 

,*rtT ” 

have been so for some weeks : whom God help ! but I 
do fear my poor father- will hardly be ever naturally 
well again. 

March 1st. In Mark Lane I do observe, it being^St. 
David’s day, ^he picture of a man dressed like a 
W elshman, hanging by the neck upon one of the poles 
that stand out at the top of one of the merchants 5 
houses, inliull proportion, and very handsomely done; 
which is one of the oddest sights I have seen a good 
while. JBeing returned home, I find Greeting the 
flageolet- master come, and teaching my wife ; and I 
do think my wife will take pleasure in it, and it will 
be easy for £er, and pleasant. So to the office, and 
then before dinner making my wife to sing. Poor 
wretch ! her ear is so bad that it made me angry, till 
the poor wretch cried to see me so vexed at her, that I 
think I shall not discourage her so much again, hut 
"will endeavour to make her understand sounds, and 
do her good that way ; for she hath a great mind to 
learn, only to please me. Tom Woodall, the known 
chirurgeon, is killed at Somerset House by a French- 
man, in a drunken quarrel. 
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0 j>2nd. After dinner, w#h my wife to the King’s 
* house to see The Maiden Queen , a new play of Dry- 
- den’s, mightily commended for the regularity of it, ^ 
and the strain and wit; and the truth is there is a 
comical part, done by Nell, which is Florimel, that I 
Eej£$r can hope ever to see the like done again, by man 
or woman. The King and Duke of York wgte at the 
play. But so great performance of a con5ieal part 
was never, I believe, in the world before as Nell does 
thk* both as a mad girl, then tnost and best of all 
when she comes in like a young gallanxf and hath the 
motions and carriage of a spark the most that ever 
I saw any man have. ’ It makes me, I confess, admire 
her. • % 

3rd. (Lord’s day.) To Whitehall, where, walking in 
the galleries, I met Mr. Pierce, who tells me the story 
of Tom Woodall the surgeon, killed in a drunken 
quarrel, and how the Duke of York hath a mind to get 
him [Pierce] one of his places in *$t. Thomas’s 
Hospital. It is believed that the Dutch will yield to 
have the treaty at London or Dover, neither of which 
will^et pur King any credit, we having already con- 
sented to have it at the Hague ; which, it seems, De 

*» 

Witt o]f)?osed as a thing wherein the King of England 
must neejjs have some profound design, which in my 
conscience he hath not. They do also tell me that 
news is this day come to the King, that the King of 
France is come with his army to the frontiers of 
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forces are drawing down both those places, and 
elsewhere by the seaside ; so t(jat we have some fear 
an invasion ; and the Duke*of York himself d?d declare 
his expectation of the enemy’s blocking ns up here in 
the river, and therefore directed that we should send 
away all the ships that we Jhave to fit out hence. Si$ 
W. Pen#told me, going with me this morning to 
Whitehall, that for certain the Duke of Buckingham is 
brought in to the Tower, and that he hath had an hour’s 
private conference with the King before he was ggjit 
thither. Evei^feody complains of the dearness of coals, 
being at £4 per .chaldron, the weather, too, being 
become most bitter cold, the Kiifg saying to-day that 
it was coldest Jkfy he ever knew in England. Thence 
by coach to my Lord Crewe’s, where very welcome. 
Here I find they are in doubt where the Duke of Buck- 
ingham is ; which makes me mightily reflect on the un- 
certainty of all history, when, in a business of this mo- 
ment, and of tfcis day’s growth, we cannot tell the truth. 
Here dined my old acquaintance, Mr. Borfett, that was 
my Lord Sandwich’s chaplain, and my Lady Wright and 
Dr. Boreman, who is preacher at St. Giles’s in the 
Eields, who, after dinner, did give my Lord an 
account of two papist women lately converted, whereof 
one wrote her recantation, which he showed under her 
own hand mighty well drawn, so as my Lord desired a 
copy of it, after he had satisfied himself from the Dr.,, 
that to his knowledge, she was not a woman under any 
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necessity? To Deptford, # and tlien by water Lome, 
• mmdrous cold, and readyig a ridiculous ballad, made 
in praise 8f the Duke of AIBemarle, to the tune of St. 
George, the tune being printed, too; and I observe 
that people have great encouragement to make ballads 
o£ him of this kind. Thera are so many, that here- 
after he will sound like Guy of Warwick. To Sir H. 
Cholmly's, a pretty house, and® a fine, wortHy, well- 
disposed gentleman he is. He tells me, among other 
things, that he hears of little hopes of a peace, their 
demands being so high as we shall nS?er grant, and 
could tell me that we shall keep no* fleet abroad this 
year, but only squacfrons. So to the 'Change, and 
there bought 32s. worth of things fo/'M^s. Slnipp, my 
valentine, which is pretty to see how my wife is come 
to convention with me, that, whatever I do give to any- 
body else, I shall give her as much. 

7fch. Hearing that Knipp is at my house, I home, 


and it is about a ticket for a friend of hers. I do love 
the humour of the jade very well. To Devonshire 
House, to a burial of a kinsman of Sir It. Yiner's ; and 
tliere^I received a ring. To the Duke's playhouse^ and 
saw The English Princess, or Richard the Third j a 
most sad, melancholy play, and pretty good; but 
nothing eminent in it, as some tragedies are; only little 
Miss Davis did dance a jig af tep the end of the play, 
and there telling the next day’s play ; so that it came 
in by force only to please the company to see her dance 
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iu boy’s clotlies ; and, tlie ^ruth is, there is no com- 
parison between Hell’s dancing the other day at the • 
Xing’s house in boy’s dollies and this, tliis % being in- 
finitely beyond the othe^. This day, Commissioner 
Taylor came to me for advice, and would force me to 
take ten pieces in gold o& him, which I had no m^imd 
to, he being become one of our number at the Board. 
This day was reckoned by all people the coldest day 
that ever was remembered in England; and G-od 
knows ! coals at a very great price. ^ 

8th. To Westminster Hall, where I saw Mr. Martin, 
the purser, come * through with a picture in his hand, 
which he had bought, and observed how all the people 
of the tfall^diS fleer and laugh upon him, crying, 

<{ There is plenty grown upon a sudden;” and, the 
truth is, I was a little troubled that my favour should 
fall ou so vain a fellow as he, and the more because, 
methought, the people do gaze on me as the man that 
had raised h*m, as if they guessed whence my kindness 
to him springs. To Whitehall, where I find all met at 
the Duke of York’s chamber; and, by-and-by, the 

• Duke of York comes, and Carcass© is called in, and I 

• • 

read the depositions and his answers, and he added 
with great confidence and good words, even almost to 
persuasion, what to say; and, my Lord Brouncker, 
like a very silly solicitor, argued against me, and all 
for him ; and, being asked first by the Duke of York 
his opinion, did give it for his being excused. I next 
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^Li<jl answer the contrary very plainly, and had, in this- 
dispnte, which vexed and- will never be forgot by my 
Lord, many occasions of speaking severely, and did, 
against his bad practices. Commissioner Pett, like a 
fawning rogue, sided with my Lord, but to no purpose; 
aiTt^Sir W. Pen, like a cunning rogue, spoke mighty 
indifferently, and said nothing in all the fray, like a 
knave, as he is. But Sir W. Batten spoke out, and 
did come off himself by the Luke’s kindness very well; 
ancMdien Sir G-. Carteret, and Sir W. Coventry, and 
the Luke of York himself, flatly as I said; and so he 
was declared unfit to continue in, and therefore to be 
presently discharged the office ; which, among other 
good effects, I hope, will make my Lu^d Brouncker 
not alloquer so high. Sir* H. Cholmly and I to the- 
Temple, and there parted, he telling me of my Lord 
Bellassis’s want of generosity, and that he [Bellassis] 
will certainly be turned out of his government, and he 
[Cholmly] thinks himself stands fair for it. 

9th. Captain Cocke, who was here to-night, did tell 
us that he is certain that yesterday a proclamation was- 
votechat the Council, touching the proclaiming of my 
Lord Luke of Buckingham a traitor, and that it will 
be out on Monday. 

10th. (ford’s day.) Yesterday the King did publicly 
talk of the King of Prance’s dealing with all the- 
Princes of Christendom. As to the States of Holland, 
he [the King of Prance] hath advised them, on good 
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grounds, to refuse to treat with us at the Hague, be- 
cause of having opportunity <s£ spies, by reason of our 
interest in the House of Orange ; and then, it being a 
town in one particular province, it would not be fit to 
have it, but in a town wherein the provinces have equal 
interest, as at ifaestrictrt, and other places nap^Ci. 
That he 'advises them to offer no terms, nor accept of 
any, without his privity and consent, according to 
agreement; and tells them, if not so, he hath in his 
power to be even with them, the King of Engibmd 
being come to offer any terms be pleases : and that my 
Lord St. Albans us now at Paris, Plenipotentiary, to 
make what peace he pleases ; and so he can make it, 
and exclude th&m, the Dutch, if he sees fit. A copy 
of this letter of the King of Prance’s the Spanish 
Ambassador here gets, and comes and tells all to our 
King ; which our King denies, and says the King of 
Prance only uses his power of saying anything. At 
the same tme, the King of Prance writes to t lie 
Emperor, that he is resolved to do all things to express 
affection to the Emperor, having it now in his power 
to make what peace he pleases between the. King of 
England and him, and the states of the United Pro- 
vinces; and, therefore, that he would not Have him 
concern himself in a friendship with us ; au<i assures 
him that, on that regard, he will not offer anything to 
his disturbance, in his interest in Plunders, or else- 
where. E e writes, at the same time, to Spain, to tell 


PEPYS’S DIAP-Y. 


117 


I 


t-t^e wonders to tear of a league almost ended 
i the Crown of S]jain and England, by my Lord 
obf; and all without r his privity, while he was 
■ a peace upon whSt terms he pleased with 
&: that he is a great lover of the Crown of 
and would take the Eng and his affairs, during 
ority, into his protection, nor would ofijer to set 
} in Flanders, or anywhe^ else, to disturb him ; 
srefore, would not have him to trouble himself 
e peace with anybody ; only he hath a desire to 
i exchange, which lie thinks may €>e of moment 
. sides: that is, that he [Frgnee] will instate 
ig of Spain in the kingdom of Portugal, and he 
> Dutch will put him into possSs^ion &f Lisbon ; 
at being done, he [Prance] may have Flanders : 
s, they say, do mightily take in Spain, which is 
3 of the fruitless expense Flanders, so far off, 
iem ; and how much better it would be for them 
naster of Portugal; and the Kiifcg of France 
Eor security herein, that the King of England 
i bond for him, and that he will counter- secure 
ag of England with Amsterdam ; and. it seems, 
sirred our King, that if he will make a league 
iim, he will make a peace exclusive to the 
der. These things are almost romantic, but yet 
s Sir H. Cholmly tells me^the King himself did 
it all yesterday; and it seems as if the King 
ice did t hink other princes fit for nothing hut to 
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grounds, to refuse to treat with us at the Hague, ^e-^. 
cause of having opportunity <sf spies, by reason of our 
interest in the House of <5 range ; and then, it being a 
town in one particular province, it would not be fit to 
have it, but in a town wherein the provinces have equal 
interest, as at Maestricfrt, and other places nap^eCL 
That he’hdvises them to offer no terms, nor accept of 
any, without his privity and consent, according to 
agreement ; and tells them, if not so, he hath in his 
power to be even with them, the King of Engkmd 
being come to Sfier any terms he pleases : and that my 
Lord St. Albans ns now at Paris, Plenipotentiary, to 
make what peace^he pleases ; and so he can make it, 
and exclude them, the Dutch, if he sees fit. A copy 
of this letter of the King of Prance’s the Spanish 
Ambassador here gets, and comes and tells all to our 
King ; which our King denies, and says the King of 
Prance only uses his power of saying anything. At 
the same time, the King of Prance writes to f lie 
Emperor, that he is resolved to do all things to express 
affection to the Emperor, having it now in his power 
to make what peace he pleases between thew King of 
England and him, and the states of the United* Pro- 
vinces ; and, therefore, that he would not Have him 
concern himself in a friendship with us ; and assures 
him that, on that regard, he will not offer anything to 
his disturbance, in his interest in Flanders, or else- 
where. B e writes, at the same time, to Spain, to tell 
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^liim that "he wonders to hear o£ a league almost ended 
- between the Crown of Sjvain and England, by my Lord 
Sandwich" and all without "his privity, while he was 
making a peace upon whit terms he pleased with 
England : that he is a great lover of the Crown o£ 
SJjD&in, and would take the King and his affairs, during 
his minority, into his protection, nor would otter to set 
liis foot in Flanders, or anywhere else, to disturb him ; 
and, therefore, would not have him to trouble himself 
to J^ake peace with anybody ; only he hath a desire to 
offer an exchange, which he thinks may be of moment 
to both sides: that is, that he [France] will instate 
the King of Spain in Che kingdom of Portugal, and he 
and the Dutch will put him into possession u £ Lisbon ; 
and, that being done, he [Prance J may have Flanders : 
and this, they say, do mightily take in Spain, which is 
sensible of the fruitless expense Flanders, so far off, 
gives them ; and how much better it would for them 
to be master of Portugal; and the King of France 
offers, for security herein, that the King of England 
shall he bond for him, and that he will counter-sec ire 
the King of England with Amsterdam ; and, it seems, 
hath Assured our King, that if he will make a league 
with him, he will make a peace exclusive to the 
A Hollander. These things are almost romantic, hut yet 
true, as £iir H. Cholmly tells mevfche King himself did 
relate it all yesterday; and it seems as if the King 
of France did think other princes ft for nothing but to 


r* 


r 

120 PEPYS’S DIAJRY. , [March, 

r 

me that lie bad ordered us^ £30,000 oil the same t' J x‘\ 
but that is not what we wpulcl have to brings our pay- 
* ments to come witbin a ye&r. So we gone out, in went 
others ; viz., one after another, Sir Stephen Fox for 
the army, Captain Cocke for sick and wounded, Mr. 
Askburnham for the household. Thence Sir / 1V. 
Batten, §ir W. Pen, and I, back again ; I mightily 
pleased with what I had said and done, and the success 
thereof. 

15th. Lette^this day come to Court do tell us uiat 
we are not likely to agree, the Dutch demanding high 
terms, and the King of France the like, in a most 
braving manner. * This morning I was called up by Sir 
* John Winterf poor man! come in a sedan from the 
other end of the town, about helping the King in the 
business of bringing down his timber to the sea- side, 
in the Forest of Dean. 

16th. The weather is now grown warm again, after 
nmeh cold; *and it is observable that witbin these 
eight days I did see smoke remaining, coming out of 
some cellars, from the late great fire, now above six 
months since. • • 

« 17th. (Lord’s day.) To W hitehall Chapel. JThere I 

put my wife in the pew below, but it was pretty to see 
myself being but in a plain baud, and everyway else 
^ ordinary, how the verger took me for her man, and I 
was fain to tell him she was a kinswoman of my 
Lord Sandwich’s, he saying, that none under knights- 
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^bfronots’ ladies are to go into that pew. I to the Duke 
of York’s, lodging, where in his dressing- chamber, he 
talking of his journey to-morrow or next day to Har- 
wich, to prepare some fortifications there ; so that we 
are wholly upon the defensive part this year. I to 
in the Park, where t<? the Queen’s chapel, and 
there heard a friar preach with his cord 2ft>out his 
middle, in Portuguese, something I could understand, 
showing that G-od did respect the meek and humble, 
as^ell as the high and rich. He was full of action, 
but very docent and good, I thought, tnd his manner 
of delivery very good. Then I went hack to White- 
hall, and there up to fhe closet, and spoke with several 
people till sermon was ended, whiclf # was preached ^ 
by tbe Bishop of Hereford, an old good man, that they 
say made an excellent sermon. He was by birth a 
Catholic, and a great gallant, having £1,500 per annum, 
patrimony, and is a Knight Baronet ; was turned from 
his persuasion by the late Archbishop L»ud. He and 
the Bishop of Exeter, Dr. Ward, are the two Bishops 
that the King do say he cannot have bad sermons 
from. Here I met with Sir H. Oholmly, who tells me, 
that undoubtedly my Lord Bellassis do go no more to^ 
Tangier, and that he do believe he do stand in a likely 
way to^go Governor; though he sees and showed 
me, a young silly lord, one Lord Allington, who hath 
offered a great sum of money to go, and will put hard €* 
'tor it, he having a fine lady, and a great man would he 
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glad to have him out of th£ way. The King* is ve. 
kind to my Lord SandwicJjL, a^id did himself observe to 

► Sir G-. Carteret, how tho^p very people, meaning the 
Prince and Duke of Albemarle, are punished in the 
same kind as they did seek to abuse my Lord Sand- 
wich. * *** 

18th. pomes my old good friend, Mr. Hi chard Cum- 
berland, to see me, being newly come to town, whom 1 
have not seen almost, if not quite, these seven years. 
In a plain country-parson’s dress. I copld not spend 
much time with him, but prayed him to come with his 
brother, who wa£ with him, to^dine with me to-day; 
which he <Jjd do ^ and I had^a great deal of his good 
company ; and a most excellent person he is as any I 
know, and one that I am sorry should be lost and 
buried in a little country town, and would be glad to 
remove him thence; and the truth is, if he would 
accept of my sister’s fortune, I should give £100 more 
with him fchaSi to a man able to settle her four times as 
much as, I fear, he is able to do ; and I will think of 
it, and a way how to move it, he having in discourse 
said he was not against marrying, nor yet *&ng$ged. 

*• Comes Captain J enif er to me, a great servant of my 
Lord Sandwich’s, who tells me that he do hear for 
certain, though I do not yet believe it, thaKSir W. 
Coventry is to be Secretary of State, and my Lord 
Arlington, Lord Treasurer. I only wish that the latter 
were as fit for the latter office as the former is for the 
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# *f<£i*mer, and more fit than* my Lord ‘Arlington. Anon 
Sir W. Pen. came and talkqd with me in tlie garden, 
and tells me that for certain the Duke of Richmond is • 
to marry Mrs. Stewart, he having this day brought in 
account of his estate and^debts to the King on that 
■ficferant. My father’s letter this day do tell me of 
his own continued illness, and that my motion grows 
so much worse, that he fears she cannot long continue, 
which troubles me very much. This day, Mr. Csesar 
toff me a pretty experiment of his, of # ogling with a 
minnikin, a gut-string varnished over, wliich keeps it 
from swelling, and is beyond any ham for strength and 
smallness. The secret I like mightily. $ 

19th. It comes in my mind this nigSt to set down 
how a house was the other day in Bishopgate Street 
blowed up with powder ; a house that was untenanted ; 
but thanks be to God, it did no more hurt ; and all do 
conclude it a plot. This afternoon I am told again 
that the town do talk of my Lord Arlington’s being to 
be Lord Treasurer, and Sir W. Coventry to be Secrer 
tary of State ; and that for certain the match is con- 
clucfid between the Duke of Richmond and Mrs. 
Stewart^ which I am well enough pleased with ; and it* 
is pretty to consider how his quality will allay people’s 
talk; Pereas had a meaner person married her, he 
would for certain have been derided at first dash. 

20th. To onr church to the vestry, to be assessed by 
the late Poll Bill, where I am rated as an Esquire, and 
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for my office, all mil come to about £50, But not^* 
more than I expected, nor *o much b y a great deal as I 
" ought to be, for all my offices. The Duke of Rich- 
mond and Mrs. Stewart were betrothed last night. It 
is strange how u Ryeaut’s piscourse of Turkey,” which 
before thg fire I was asked but 8s. for, there being alt 
but twenty-two or thereabouts burned, I did now offer 
20s., and he demands 50s., and I think I shall give it 
him, though it be only as a monument of the fire.^ I 
met with a sad Jetter from my brother, who tells me 
my mother is declared by the doctors to be past re- 
covery, and that my father is alio very ill : so that I 
fear we slnffi seg ft sudden change there. God fit them 
and us for it 1 * 

21st. To the Duke of York’s playhouse, where unex- 
pectedly I came to see only the young men and women 
of the house act ; they having liberty to act for their 
own profit on # W ednesdays and Fridays this Lent: and 
the play they did yesterday, being Wednesday, was so 
well taken, that they thought fit to venture it publicly 
to-day; a play of my Lord Falkland’s called The 
Wedding Night , a kind of a tragedy, and some ttengs 
•very good in it, but the whole together, I thought, not 
so. I confess I was well enough pleased with my see- 
ing it ; and the people did do better, without Ufe great 
actors, than I did expect, but yet* far short of what 
they do when they are there. Our trial for a good prize 
came on to-day. The Phoenix, worth £2,000 or £3,000, 
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>wjen by-and-by Sir W. Batten told me we bad got the 
day, wliicli was migbty welcome news to me and ns all. 
But it is pretty to see what money will do. Tester- 
day Walker was migbty cold on our behalf, till Sir 
W. Batten promised him, if we sped in this business 
<aS*£he goods, a coach ; and if at the next trial we sped 
for the ship, we would give him a pair of horsSs. And 
he hath strove for us to-day likf a prince, though the 
Swedes 5 Agent was there with all the vehemence he 
coi#d to save the goods, but yet we carried it against 


22nd. My wife having dressed hersfelf in a silly dress 
of a blue petticoat uppermost, and a ^liite satin waist- 
coat and white hood, though I think sh$ did it because 
her gown is gone to the tailor’s, did, together with my 
being hungry, which always makes me peevish, make 
me rag ry. The Duke of Tork, instead of being at sea 
as Admiral, is now going from port to port, as he is 
this day at Harwich, and was the other 'Say with the 
King at Sheerness, and hath ordered at Portsmouth 
how fortifications shall he made to oppose the enemy, 
in case o£ invasion, which is to us a sad consideration, 

m 7 

and shameful to the nation, especially for so many . 
proud vaunts as we have made against the Dutch, and 
all from Jke folly of the Duke of Albemarle, who did 
throw us into this war. 

23rd. At the office, where Sir W. Pen came, being 
re tuniod from Chatham, from considering the moans 
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•of fortifying the river Midway, by a chain at |h% 
•stakes, and ships laid ther£ with guns to keep the 
* enemy from coming up to # burn our ships ; all our care 
now being to fortify ourselves against their invading r 
us. "Vexed with our maid Luce, our cookmaid, who is 
.a good drudging servant in everything else, and ple^s 
us, but that she will be drunk, and hath been so last 
night and all this d%, that she could not make clean 
the house. My fear is only fire. 

24th. (Lord’s day.) With Sir G. Carteret ancf'ISir 
J. Minnes : an(l they did talk of my Lord Brouncker, 
whose father, it Seems, did give^ Mr. Ashburnkam and 
the present Loi$ Bristol £1,200 to he made an Irish 
lord, and swore the same day that he had not 12d. left 
to pay for his dinner : they made great mirth at this, 
my Lord Brouncker having lately given great matter 
•of offence both to them and us all, that we are at pre- 
sent mightily displeased with him. By-and-by to the 
Duke of Y$rk, where we all met, and there was the 
King also ; and all our discourse was about fortifying 
-of the Medway and Harwich, which is to be entrenched 
quite round, and Portsmouth : and here they advised 
^ with Sir Godfrey Lloyd and Sir Bernard de Gunn, 
the two great engineers, and had the plates drawn be- 
fore them ; and indeed all their care they n^w take is e 
•to fortify themselves, \nd are not ashamed of it ; for 
when by-and-by my Lord Arlington came in with 
letters, and seeing the King and the Duke of York 
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«gi-e us and the officers o£ the Ordnance directions in 
this matter, he did mo$e j;hat we might do it as 
privately as we could, that jfc might not come into the 
Dutch Gazette presently, as the King’s and Duke of 
York’s going down the other day to Sheerness was, 
week after, in the Harlem Gazette. The King 
and Duke of York both laughed at it, and made no 
matter, but said, “ Let ns be sfe, and let them talk, 
for there is nothing will trouble them more, nor will 
pr^ent their coming more, than to hear that we are 
fortifying ourselves.” And the Duke of York said 
further, “ What said Marshal Turenfte, when some in 
vanity said that the enemies were afraid, fqr they en- 
trenched themselves P ‘Well/ says he,** I would they 
were not afraid, for then they would not entrench 
themselves, and so we could deal with them the 
better/ ” Away thence, and met with Sir H. Cholmly, 
who tells me that he do believe the Government of 
Tangier is bought by my Lord AHingtoh*for a sum of 
money to my Lord Arlington, and something to 
Lord Bellassis. I did this night give the waterman 
who^uses to carry me 10s. at his request, for the 
painting of his new boat, on which shall be my arms. 

25th. Went over Mr. Povy’s house, which lies in 
the sam^good condition as ever, which is most extra- 
ordinary fine, and he was now at work with a cabinet- 
maker, making of a new inlaid table. Called at Mr. 
Lilly’s, who was working ; and indeed his pictures are 
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without doubt, much beyond ^Jr. Hales’s, 1 think I inly • 
say I am convinced : but*a mighty proud man he is, 
and full of state. To the ^King’s playhouse ; and by- 
and-by comes Mr. Lowtlier and his wife and mine, and 
into a box, forsooth, neither of them being dressed, 
which I was almost ashamed of. Sir W. Pen and ]f§s 
the pit, # and here saw The Maiden Queen again; 
which, indeed, the m$re I see the more I like, and is 
an excellent play, and so done by Nell, her merry part, 
as cannot be letter done in nature. ^ 

26th. I have cause to be joyful this day, for my 
being cut of the *stone this day jiine years. The con- 
dition I j\gn in, «in reference to my mother, makes it 
unfit for me* to keep my usual feast. To Exeter 
House, where the Judge was sitting, and there heard 

our cause pleaded, Sir Turner, Sir W. Walker, 

and Sir Ellis Layton being our counsel against only 
Sir Robert Wiseman on the other. The second of our 
three counseT was the best, and indeed did speak ad- 
mirably, and is a very shrewd man. Nevertheless, as 
good as he did make our case, and the rest, yet when 
Wiseman came to argue, nay, and though he did Jegin 
* so sillily that we laughed in scorn in our sleeves at 
him, he did so state the case, that the Judge did not 
think fit to decide the cause to-night, but tofcfc to to- 
morrow, and did stagger us in our Jjopes, so as to make 
us despair of the success. I am mightily pleased with 
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^e, ay bo seems a ve»y rational, learned, and un- 
man, though our success doth shake me. 

I Ixeard from Sir John Bankes, though I can- m 
y conceive the reason of it, that it will be im- 
ho make the Exchequer ever a true hank to 
ts, unless the Exchequer stood nearer the Ex- 
wliere merchants might with ease, while they 
g* about their business, af* all hours, and with- 
b>le or loss of time, have their satisfaction, 
h.oy cannot have now without much trouble, 
i of half a day, and no certainty" of having the 
ipen. To the “Castle ” tavern, by Exeter 
and there Sir Ellis Layton, p whom^I find a 
uJL witty, ready man for suddei? answers and 
es, and sayings very extraordinary witty. He 
^ me a full account, upon my demand, of this 
E hhe Admiralty, Judge Jenkins; who, he says, 

XL never practised in this Court;, but taken 
for his merit and ability sake frtfm Trinity 
lore he had always lived; only by accident the 
of the want of a Judge being proposed, the 
.Archbishop of Canterbury sent for him up; 
i lie is, against the gre and content of the old „ 
Aade Judge, but is a very excellent man both 
nxc^nt and temper, yet majesty enough, and by 
s report, not to be corrupted. After dinner 
ixzrt, where Sfir Ellis Layton did make a very 
tion in our behalf, but did neither hurt nor 
94 






brother the news of my mother’s dying on Monday, 
about five or six o’clock in the afternoon, and that the 
last time sh^ spoke of her children was on FridayfLast, 
and her last words were, “ God bless my poor Bam 3 ” 
The reading thereof did set ^nie a weeping heartily. 
Found it necessary to go abroad with my wife to look 
after the providing mourning to send into the country 
— some to-morrow, and more against Sunday, for my 
family, being resolved to put myself and wife, and 
Barker and Jane, W. Hewer and Tom, in mourning, 
and my two xmder -maids, to give them hoods and 
scarfs ancf gloves. So to my tailor’s, and up and 
down, and then home, and to bed, my heart sad, 
though my judgment at ease. 

28th. I down by water to our prize, pa*t o|> whose 
• goods were condemned yesterday — the Lindeboome — 
and there we did drink some of her wine, very good. 
But it did grate m^r heart to see the poor paster come 
on board, and look about into every corner, and find 
fault that she was not so clean as she used to be, 
though methought she was very clean ; and to see his 
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sie&v' masters come in, that ®had nothing to do with her, 
did trouble me to see him. « 

29th. The great streets i% the city are marked out 
with piles drove into the ground; and if ever it be 
built in that form, with so f, air streets, it will be a 
irSfie sight. To a periwig-maker’s, and there^ bought 
two periwigs, mighty fine ; indeed, too fine, I thought, 
for me ; but he persuaded me, and I did buy them for 
£4 10s. the two. To the “ Bull Head ” tavern, whither 
wa/’hrought my French gun ; and one ^ueloeke, the 
famous gunsmith, that is a mighty ingenious man, did 
take my gun in pieces*, and made me understand the 
secrets thereof ; and upon the whole I do find) it a very 
good piece of work, and truly wrougrit ; but for 
certain not a thing to he used much with safety ; and 
he do find that this very gun was never yet shot off. 
Baity tells me strange stories of his mother. Among 
others, how she, in his absence in Holland, did pawn all 
the things that he had got in his service under Oliver, 
and run of her own accord, without her husband’s leave, 
into FlamjjjjLand that his purse, and 4s. a week which 
)s of the French church, is all the 

fk. 

and mother have, and that about 
un ; which, if it please God, I 
ho provide for them, to re- 

jny Lady Newcastle's, 
most silly thing 
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without doubt much beyond Mr. Hales’s, 1 think Imly* f 
say I am convinced : but # a mighty proud man he is, 

•* and full of state. To the .Eng’s playhouse; and by- 
and-by comes Mr. Lowther and his wife and mine, and 
into a box, forsooth, neither of them being dressed, 
which I was almost ashamed of. Sir W. Pen and 
the pit, r and here saw The MaiAen Queen again ; 
which, indeed, the m$re I see the more I like, and is 
an excellent play, and so done by Nell, her merry part, 
as cannot be letter done in nature. ** 

26th. I have cause to be joyful this day, for my 
being cut of the "stone this day ^iine years. The con- 
dition I Bffa in, rin reference to my mother, makes it 
unfit for me r to keep my usual feast. To Exeter 
House, where the Judge was sitting, and there heard 

our cause pleaded, Sir Turner, Sir W. Walker, 

and Sir Ellis Layton being our counsel against only 
Sir Robert Wiseman on the other. The second of our 
three counseT was the best, and indeed did speak ad- 
mirably, and is a very shrewd man. Nevertheless, as 
good as he did make our case, and the rest, yet when 
Wiseman came to argue, nay, and though he did J^egin 
* so sillily that we laughed in scorn in our sleeves at 
him, he did so state the case, that the Judge did not 
think fit to decide the cause to-night, but tofck to to- 
morrow, and did stagger us in our Jjopes, so as to make 
us despair of the success. I am mightily pleased with 
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|hj Judge, who seems a ve»y rational, learned, and un- 
*corrupt man, though our ^access doth shake me. 

27th. I heard from Sir John Bankes, though I can- 
not fully conceive the reason of it, that it will be im- 
possible to make the Exchequer ever a true bank to 
ajl^itents, unless the Exchequer stood nearer the Ex- 
change, where merchants might with ease, whTle thev 
are going about their business, a£ all hours, and with- 
out trouble or loss of time, have their satisfaction, 
whbsh they cannot have now without much trouble, 
and loss of half a day, and no certainty of having the 
offices open. To the “ Castle ” tavern, by Exeter 
House ; and there Sir Ellis Layton, ^whom^I find a 
wonderful witty, ready man for sudde# «iswers and 
little tales, and sayings very extraordinary witty. He 
did give me a full account, upon my demand, of this 
Judge of the Admiralty, Judge Jenkins ; who, he says, 
is a man never practised in this Court, but taken 
merely for his merit and ability sake frStn Trinity 
Hall, where he had always lived; only by accident the 
business of the want of a Judge being proposed, the 
preset Archbishop of Canterbury sent for him up ; 
and here he is, against the gre and content of the old 
Doctors, ffiade Judge, hut is a very excellent man both 
* for judgment and temper, yet majesty enough, and by 
all men’s report, not to he corrupted. After dinner 
to the Court, where £>ir Ellis Layton did make a very 
silly motion in our behalf, hut did neither hurt nor 
E — 94 
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good. After him Walker and Wiseman ; and tlien|J;h^ 
Judge did pronounce hi^ sdhtence ; for some — a part 
of the goods and ship, ai^d the freight of the whole, to 
be free, and returned and paid by us; and the re- 
maining, which was the greater part, to be ours. The 
loss of so much troubles* us ; but we have got a parity 
good part, thanks be to God S Received from my 
brother the news of my mother’s dying on Monday, 
about five or six o’clock in the afternoon, and that the 
last time shg spoke of her children was on Friday*last, 
and her last words were, “ God bless my poor Sam ! ” 
The reading thereof did set ^me a weeping heartily. 
Found ifc necessary to go abroad with my wife to look 
after the providing mourning to send into the country 
— some to-morrow, and more against Sunday, for my 
family, being resolved to put myself and wife, and 
Barker and Jane, W. Hewer and Tom, in mourning, 
and my two under -maids, to give them hoods and 
scarfs ancF gloves. So to my tailor’s, and np and 
down, and then home, and to bed, my heart sad, 
though my judgment at ease. 

28th. I down by water to our prize, part o& whose 
goods were condemned yesterday — the Lindeboome — 
and there we did drink some of her wine, very good. 
But it did grate my heart to see the poor paster come 
on board, and look about into every corner, and find 
fault that she was not so clean as she used to be, 
though methought she was very clean ; and to see his 
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m mdr masters come in, that*had nothing to do with her, 
did trouble me to see him* # 

29th. The great streets i» the city are marked out * 
with piles drove into the ground ; and if ever it be 
built in that form, with so ^f air streets, it will be a 
ir?0!e sight. To a periwig-maker's, and there bought 
two periwigs, mighty fine; indeed, too fine, I thought, 
for me; but he persuaded me, ancl I did buy them for 
£4 10s. the two. To the “ Bull Head ” tavern, whither 
was'brought my French gun; and one ^ruelocke, the 
famous gunsmith, that is a mighty ingenious man, did 
take my gun in pieces, and made me understand the 
secrets thereof ; and upon the whole I do fin* it a very 
good piece of work, and truly wrougnt; but for 
certain not a thing to be used much with safety ; and 
he do find that this very gun was never yet shot off. 
Baity tells me strange stories of his mother. Among 
others, how she, in his absence in Holland, did pawn all 
the things that he had got in his service under Oliver, 
and run of her own aecord, without her husband’s leave' 
into Flanders, and that his purse, and 4s. a week which 
his teftier" receives of the French church, is all the 
subsistence his father and mother have, and that about * 

_ £20 a T ear maintains them ; which, if it please God, I 
will find f»ae way or other to preside for them, to re- 
mo re that scandal aw^ay. 

30th. To see the silly play of my Lady Newcastle’s, 
called The Humorous Lovers; the most silly thing 
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that ever came upon a stagef. I was sick to see it, 
yet would not but have s$en it, that I might the better 
c understand her. Here L spied Knipp and Betty, of 
the King’s house, and sent Knipp oranges, but, haying 
little money about me, did not offer to carry them 
abroad, ^ 

c 

31st, .(Lord’s day.) To church ; and with my mourn- 
ing, very handsome, and new periwig, make a great 
show. Walked to my Lord Treasurer’s, where the 
King, Duke^C York, and the Cabal, and much <-bm- 
pany without; and a fine day. Anon came out from 
the Cabal my Lord Hollis and^Mr. H. Coventry, who, 
it is conceived, ^have received their instructions from 
the King tlSs day ; they being to begin their journey 
towards their treaty at Breda speedily, their passes 
being come. Here I saw the Lady Northumberland 
and her daughter-in-law, my Lord Treasurer’s daughter, 
my Lady Piercy, a beautiful lady indeed. The month 
shuts up only with great desires of peace in all of us, 
and a belief that we shall have a peace, in most people, 
if it can be had on any terms, for there is a necessity of 
it ; for we cannot go on with the war, and Our Rasters 
r are afraid to come to depend upon the goodwill of the 
Parliament any more, as I do here. 

April 1st. To Whitehall, and there had. the good 
fortune to walk with Sir W. Coventry into the garden, 
and there read our melancholy letter to the Duke of 
Y ork, which he likes. And so to talk : and he flatly 
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m o^ns tliat we must have a^peace, for we cannot oXt £ 

** a fleet: and to use his «wn words, he fears tixafc 
shall soon have enough of fighting- in this 
which we have thought on for this year. He l>t^ m omxxs 
the want of money, and discovers himself jeal 0ttg iJjt&b 
gfc G-. Carteret do not look'after, or concern h^s.elf 
for getting, money; and did further say, he 

[Carteret] and my Lord Chancellor do at this 3j&y 

labour all they can to vilify this new way of i-aisxxijg 
iu.cw.ey, and making it payable, as it now is, ixito the 
Exchequer: and that in pursuance hereof, rtrxy- RiOird 
Chancellor hath prevailed with the King, in the close 
of his speech to the House, to say, that he duel hope he 
see them come to give money as it nsCtkto 
without so many provisoes, meaning this new method 
of the Act. While we were talking, there eam e Sir 
Thomas Allen with two ladies, one of which Mrs- 

Rebecca Allen, that I knew heretofore, the cleric G f Hie 
rope-yard’s daughter at Chatham, poor heSrt I oomo to 
desire favour for her husband, who is clapt up, l>eixL|g a 
Lieutenant [Jewkes] for sending a challenge to Ixis 
Captain in the most saucy, base language that eonldL *be 
writ. ~ I perceive Sir W. Coventry is wholly 
to bring him to punishment; for “bear with thm,” says 
^ he, “and no discipline shall ever he expected.* 3 ' Sixr <J« 
Miirnes did tell of the discovery ot his own great- gramti- 
father’s murder, fifteen years after he was irxxiLxrdexreH. 
Mrs. Turner came to my office, and did walk: aarr lioxor 
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with me in the garden, tiling me stories how 
Edward Spragge hath lately«anade love to our neigh- m 
f hour, a widow, Mrs. Hollworthy, who is a woman of 
estate and wit and spirit, and do contemn him the 
most, and sent him away with the greatest scorn in the 
world ; also odd stories hcrw the parish talks of Sir 
Pen’s family, how poorly they clothe their daughter so 
soon after marriage, aid do say that Mr. Lowther was 
married once before, and some such thing, there hath 
been, whatever the bottom of it is. But to think of ihe 
clatter they ft&ke with his coach, and his own fine 
clothes, and yet how meanly they live within doors, 
and nastily, and borrowing everything of neighbours. 

2nd. Mr. D^ftne bath promised me a very fine draught 
of the Rujpert, which I will make one of the beauti- 
fullest things that ever was seen of the kind, she being 
a ship that will deserve it. 

3rd. To the Duke of York, where Sir Gr. Carteret 


did say thafohe had no funds to raise money on ; and 
being asked by Sir W. Coventry whether the eleven 
months' tax was not a fund, he answered, “ isfo ; that 
the bankers would not lend money upon it.” # Theji Sir 
. W. Coventry burst out and said he did supplicate his 
Royal Highness, and wonld do the same to the King, 
that he would remember who they were that did per- ^ 
snade the King from farting with the Chimney-moimy 
to the Parliament, and taking that in lien which they 
certainly would have given, and, which would have 
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r§ised infallibly ready nfoney : meaning the bankers 
and the farmers of the TJh^mney-rnoney, whereof Sir 
Gr. Carteret, I think, is one^ saying plainly, that who- 
ever did advise the King to that, did, as much as in 
them lay, cut the King's throat, and did wholly betray 
Jftcn; to which the Duke of York did assent; and 
remembered that the King did say again an(f again at 
the time, that he was assured, %nd did fully believe, 
the money would be raised presently upon a land-tax* 
TMs put us all into a stound; and Sii^W. Coventry 
went on to declare, that he was glad lie was come to 
have so lately concern in the Kavy &s he hath, for he 
cannot now give any good account q£ the Jfavy busi- 
ness ; and that all his work now was* 4o be able to 
provide such orders as would justify his Royal High- 
ness in the business, when it shall be called to account : 
and that he do do, not concerning himself whether they 
are or can be performed, or no fand that when it comes 
to be examined, and falls on my Lord Treasurer, he 
cannot help it, whatever the issue of it shall be. One 
thing more Sir W. Coventry did say to the Duke of 
York, when I moved again, that of about £9,000 debt 
to Lanyon, at Plymouth, he might pay £3,700 worth of 
prize-goods, that he bought lately at the candle, out of 
'■ this debt due to him from the King ; and the Duke of 
York aud Sir Gr. Carteret, and Lord Barkeley, saying, 
all of them, that my Lord Ashly would not be got to 
yield to it, who is Treasurer of the Prizes, Sir W. 
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Coventry did plainly desire* that it might be declaijedr^ 
whether the proceeds of ihe'prizes were to go to the 
r helping on of the war, or so ; and, if it were, how then 
could this he denied? which put them all into another 
stoimd ; and it is true, God forgive ns! Thence to 
the ehajel, and there, hy chance, hear that Dr. Cr«H 
is to preach; and so into the organ loft, where I met 
Mr. Carteret, and my*Lady Jemimah, and Sir Thomas 
Crewe’s two daughters, and Dr. Cbilde playing; and 
Dr. Crewe mate a very pretty, neat, sober, hofiest 
sermon : and delivered it very readily, decently, and 
gravely, beyoncf his years; si} as I was exceedingly 
taken with it )( aad I believe the whole chapel, he being 
but young : out his manner of his delivery I do like 
exceedingly. His text was, "But seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
thing s shall be added, unto you.” The Dutch letters 
are come, and say that the Dutch have ordered a pass 
to be sent for our Commissioners, and that it is now 
upon the way, coming with a trumpeter blinded, as is 
usual. But 1 perceive everybody begins to doubt the 
success of the treaty, all their hopes being opJV that 
* ii it can be had on any terms, the Chancellor will have 
it; for he dare not come before a Parliament, nor a 
great many more of .the courtiers, and the King him- 
self do deelare he do not desire it, nor intend, but on a 
strait ; which God defend him from ! Here I hear 
how the King is not so well pleased of this marriage 
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jn between the Duke of Ridnnond and Mrs. Stewart, as 
is talked ; and that he [flhe puke] by a wile did fetch 
her to the Bear , at the Bridge foot, where a coach was 
ready, and they are stole away into Kent, without the 
King’s leave ; and that the King hath said he will 
jfewer see her more : but people do think that it is 
only a trick. This day I saw Prince Rupert abroad 
in the Tane-room, pretty well %s he used to be, and 
looks as well, only something appears to be under his 
peMwig on the crown of his head. & 

4th. I find the Duke of Albemarle at dinner with 
sorry company, some of his officers of the army ; dirty 
dishes, and a nasty wife at table, a#d ba(^ meat, of 
which I made but an ill dinner. Pretty^ to hear how 
she talked against Captain Du Tell, the Prenchman, 
that the Prince and her husband put out the last year ; 
and how, says she, the Duke of York hath made him, 
for his good services, his cup-bearer; yet he fired 
more shot into the Prince’s ship, and others of the 
King’s ships, than of the enemy. And the Duke of 
Albemarle did confirm it, and that somebody in the 
fighhdid ^ry out that a little Dutchman, by his ship 
did plague him more than any other; upon which they 
were going to order him to be sunk, when they looked 
and found it was Du Tell, who, as the Duke of Albe- 
marle says, had killed several men in several of our 
ships. He said, but for his interest which he knew he 
had at Court, he had hanged him at the yard 5 s-arm 
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•without staying for a couft-martiaL One Colonel 
Howard at the table, magnified the Duke of Albe- 
* marie’s fight in June las^ as being a greater action 
than ever was done by Caesar. The Duke of Albe- 
marle did say it had been no great action, had all his 
number fought as they should have done, to have beat 
Dutch; fiut of his fifty-five ships, not above twenty- 
five fought. He did %ive an account that it was a 
fight he was forced to : the Dutch being come in his 
way, and he b^ing ordered to the buoy off the Hore^e 
could not pass by them without fighting, nor avoid 
them without gr£at disadvantage and dishonour ; and 
this Sir £r. Carteret, I afterwards giving him an 
account of %f£at he said, says is true, that he was 
ordered up to the More. But I remember he said, had 
all his captains fought, he would no more have doubted 
to have beat the Dutch, with all their number, than to 
eat the apple that lay on his trencher. My Lady 
Duchess, among other things, discoursed of the wisdom 
of dividing the fleet ; which the general said nothing 
to, though he knew well that it came from themselves 
in the fleet, and was brought up hither by Si* Edward 
^ Spragge. Colonel Howard, asking how the Prince 
did, the Duke of Albemarle answering, “Pretty well; ” 
the other replied, But not so well as to to sea 
again.” — “ How \ ” says the Duchess, “ what should Tie 
go for if he were well, for there are no ships for him 
to command? and so yon have brought your hogs 
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teo a fair market,” said she. It was pretty to hear the 
Duke of Albemarle himsell to wish that they would 
come on our ground, meaning the French, for that " 
he would pay them, so as to make them glad to go 
back to France again ; which was like a general, but 
*f^>t like an admiral. One at the table told an odd 
passage in this late plague : that at Petersfield, I think 
he said, one side of the street had every house almost 
infected through the town, and the other, not one shut 
ujT. Dinner being done, Baity and to the Park, 
and out of pity to his father, told him what I had in 
my thoughts to do for^him about the money — that is, 
to make him Deputy Treasurer to the fleet* which I 
hare done by getting Sir G-. Carteret’s consent, and an 
order from the Duke of York for £1,500 pounds to be 
paid to him. He promises the whole profit to be paid 
to my wife, to be disposed of as sbe sees fit, for her 
I father and mother’s relief. I made Sir G-. Carteret 

merry with telling him how many land^admirals we 
| are to have this year : Allen at Plymouth, Holmes at 
Portsmouth, Spragge for Medway, Teddiman at Dover, 

I Smith to the northward, and Harman to the south- 
1 ward. My Lady Carteret was on the bed to-day, ~ 
having been let blood, and tells me of my Lady 
| Jemimafi’s being big-bellied. With Sir Stephen Fox, 

| talking of the sad condition of the King’s purse, and 
affairs thereby ; and how sad the King’s life must be, 

\ to pass by his officers every hour, that are four years 
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beluudhand unpaid. My Lord Barkeley [of Stratton] 

I met with there, and fell iato talk with him on the same 
r thing, wishing to God that it might he remedied, to 
which he answered, with an oath, that it was as easy 
to remedy it as anything in the world; saying that 
there is ^himself and three more would venture thfit* 
carcases upon it to pay all the King’s debts in three 
years, had they the managing his revenue, and putting 
£300,000 in his purse as a stock. But Lord ! what a 
thing is this h^e, that do show how likely a man niy 
Lord Barkeley of all the world is, to do such a thing 
as this. Sir W. Coventry tells ,-me plainly, that to all 
future conpla£n£s of lack of money, he will answer 
but with the shrug of the shoulder ; which methought 
did come to my heart to see him to begin to abandon the 
King’s affairs, and let them sink or swim. My wife 
had been to-day at Wlptehall to the Maundy, it being 
Maundy Thursday; but the King did not wash the 
poor people’s feet himself, but the Bishop of London 
did it for him. To Hackney, where good neat’s 
tongue and things to eat and drink, and very merry, 
lh .3 weather being mighty pleasant; and here r-I was 
told that at their church they have a fair, pair of 
organs, which play while the people sing, which I am 
mighty glad of, wishing the like at our church at 
London, and would give £50 towards it. 

5th. In the street met with Mr. Sanchy, my old 
acquaintance at Cambridge, reckoned a great minister 

m 
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A hfcre in the City, and by §ir Richard Ford particularly, 
which I wonder at ; for&methinks in his talk he is but 
a mean man. Mr. Young was talking about the 
building of the City again": and he told me that those 
few churches that are to be new built are plainly not 
^hosen with regard to the convenience of the City; 
they stand a great many in a cluster about ^Cornhill : 
but that all of them are either ip the gift of the Lord 
Archbishop, or Bishop of London, or Lord Chancellor, 
o* gift of the City. Thus all things, even to the 
building of churches, are done in tlfi& world! And 
then he says, which 1 wonder at, th^t he should not in 
all this time see that Moorfields have houses two 
stories high in them, and paved streets, the City 
having let leases for seven years, which he do conclude 
will be very much to the hindering the building of the 
City; but it was considered that the streets cannot 
be passable in London till the whole street be built ; 
and several that had got ground of the City for charity, 
to build sheds on, had got the trick presently to sell 
that for £60 which did not cost them £20 to put up ; 
and so the City, being very poor in stock, thought it 
as good to do it themselves, and therefore let leases 
for seven years of the ground in Moorfields ; and a 
good deal of this money thus advanced, hath been 
employed for the enabling them to find some money 
for Commissioner Taylor and Sir W. Batten towards 
the charge of The Loyal London , or else, it is feared, 
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it had never been paid. This morning come to me the ^ 
collectors for my poll-moneys; for which I paid for 
my title as Esquire and p*lace of Clerk of Acts, and 
my head, and wife’s, and ^servants’, and their wages, 
£40 17s. ; and though this be a great deal, yet it is a 
shame I should pay no more : that is, that I should 
not be assessed for my pay, as in the victualling 
business and Tangier and for my money, which, of 
my own accord, I had determined to charge myself 
with £1,000 money, till coming to the vestry, and 
seeing nobody*<7fi our ablest merchants, as Sir Andrew 
PickarcL to do it* I thought it not decent for me to 
do it. 

6th. To Bhe^wer wharf, to attend the shipping of 
soldiers to go down to man some ships going out, and 
pretty to see how merrily some, and most go, and how 
sad others — the leave they take of their friends, and 
the terms that some wivSs, and other wenches asked to 
part with them : a pretty mixture. Away to the Ex- 
change, and mercers and drapers, up and down, to pay 
all my scores occasioned by this mourning for my 
mother ; and emptied a £50 hag, and it wa^ 41 joy to 
me to see that I am able to part with such a sum, 
without much inconvenience : at least, withdut any 
trouble of mind. 

7th. (Lord’s day.) To walk in the Park, ancl heard 
the Italian music at the Queen’s chapel, whose compo- 
sition is fine, hut yet the voice of eunuchs I do not like. 
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To Whitehall, and therersaw the King come out of 
chapel after prayers in the afternoon, which he is never 
at but after having received the Sacrament : and the _ 
Court, I perceive, is quite out of mourning ; and some 
very fine ; among others, my Lord Gerard, in a very 
j|f>ch vest and coat. Here I met with my Lord Bellassis : 
and it is pretty to see what a formal stoi*y h& tells me 
of his leaving his place upon 4he death of my Lord 
Cleveland, by which he is become Captain of the Pen- 
sioners ; and that the King did leave it to him to keep 
the other or take this ; whereas, I know the contrary, 
that they had a mind to have him away from Tangier. 
Into Moorfields, and did find houses Jxuilt two stories 
high, and like to stand ; and it must bs&ome a place of 
great trade, till the City be built ; and the street is 
already paved as London streets used to be. 

8th. Away to the Temple, to my new bookseller’s : 
and there I did agree for Byca&t’s late “ History of the 
Turkish Policy,” which cost me 55s. ; whereas it was 
sold plain before the late fire for 8s., and bound and 
coloured as this is, for 20s. ; for I have bought it finely 
‘bound and truly coloured, all the figures, of which 
there was but six books done so, whereof the King and^ 
Duke of York, and Duke of Monmouth, and Lord 
Arlington, had four. The fifth was sold, and I have 
bought the sixth. Home, and there find all things in 
readiness for a good dinner. By-and-by come my 

guests, Dr. Clerke and his wife, and Mrs. Worshipp and 
* 
iT 
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her daughter ; and then MrrPierce and his wife, and r 
boy, and Betty ; and then Iseifb for Mercer ; so that we 
^ had, with my wife and I, twelve at table, and very good 
and pleasant company, and a most neat and excellent 
but dear dinner : but, Lord! to see with what way they 
looked upon all my fine plate was pleasant ; for I mae^v 
the best show I could, to let them understand me and my 
condition, to take dowmthe pride of Mrs. Olerke, who ’ 
thinks herself very great. We sat long; and, after 
dinner, went out by coaches, thinking to have seen® a 
play, but carnet Jo late to both houses, and then they had 
thoughts of going abroad somewhere ; but I thought ; 
all the charge ojjght to be mine, and therefore en- 
deavoured to pelfrt the company ; and so ordered it to 
set them all down at Mrs. Pierce’s ; and there my wife 
and I and Mercer left them in good humour, and we ' 
three to the King’s house, and saw the latter end of 
The Surprisal , wherein %a$ no great matter. Thence ! 
away to PoliChinello, and there had three times more 
sport than at the play, and so home. 

9th. Towards noon, I to the Exchange, and there do 
hear mighty cries for peace, and that otherwise we 
„ shall be undone ; and yet I do suspect the badness of ? 
the peace we shall make. Several do complain of 
abundance of land flung up by tenants out of their 
hands for want of ability to pay their rents ; and 1 ?y 
name, that the Duke of Buckingham hath £6,000 so j 
flung up. And my father writes, that Jasper Trice 
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w ugon this pretence of his tenants 5 dealing with him, is 
broke up housekeeping, 5 and gone to board with his 
brother, [Naylor, at Offord ; which is very sad. To - 
the King’s house, and there saw The Taming of a 
Shrews which hath some very good pieces in it, but 
^nerally is but a mean play; and the best part, 
Sawny, done by Lacy ; and hath not half itS life, by 
. reason of the words, I suppose ,mot being understood, 
at least by me. Sir W. Batten tells me how he hath 
found his lady’s jewels again, which have been so long 
lost, and a servant imprisoned and arraigned, and they 
were in her closet under a china cup $ but Mrs. Turner 
and I, and others, do believe that they were only disposed 
of by my lady, in case she had died, to^me friends of 
hers, and now laid there again. 

10th. I began to discourse with Sir W. Coventry 
the business of Tangier, which, by the removal of my 
Lord Bellassis, is now to hav& a new Governor ; and 
did move him, that at this season all thS business of 
reforming the garrison might be considered, while 
nobody was to be offended ; and I told him it is plain 
that* we * do overspend our revenue; that it is of no 
more profit to the King than it was the first day, nor r 
in itself of better credit ; no more people of condition 
willing to live there, nor anything like a place likely 
to turn his Majesty to account: that it hath been 
hitherto, and, for aught I see, likely only to be used 
as a job to do a kindness to some Lord, or he that can 

* 
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get to be Governor. Sir W. Coventry agreed with # 
me, so as to say, that unless thfe King hath the wealth m 
of the Mogul, he would be a beggar to have his busi- 
nesses ordered in the manner they now are : that his 
garrisons must be made places only of conveni^ice to 
particular persons : that he hath moved the Duke *£ 
York in ft ; and that it was resolved to send no Gover- 
nor thither till there Imd been Commissioners sent to 
put the garrison in order, so as that he that goes may 
go with limitations and rules to follow, and not to do 
as he please, as the rest have hitherto done. That he 
is not afraid to speak his mind, though to the dis- 
pleasure of any man ; and that *1 know well enough ; 
but, that, whewflt is come, as it is now, that to speak 
the truth in behalf of the King plainly does no good, 
but all things bore down by other measures than by 
what is best for the King,.he hath no temptation to be 
perpetually fighting of ^battles, it being more easy to 
him on thos# terms to suffer things to go on without 
giving any man offence, than to have the same thing 
done, and he contract the displeasure of ail the world, 
as he must do that will be for the King. - To* th^ 

„ Xing’s little chapel ; and afterwards to see the King 
heal the King’s evil, wherein no pleasure, T having 
seen it before : and then to see him and the Queen, 
and Duke of York and his wife at, dinner in tfie 
Queen’s lodgings and so with Sir G. Carteret to his 
lodgings to dinner ; where very good company ; and 
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after dinner lie and I t<^ talk alone how tilings are 
^ managed, and to what ran we must come if we have 
not a peace. He did tell me on one occasion, how Sir o 
Thomas Allen, whom I took for a man of known 
courage and service on the Ring’s side, was tried for 
1^3 life in Prince Rupert’s fleet, in the late times, for 
cowardice, and condemned to be hanged, and. fled to 
Jersey; where Sir G. Carterpt received him, not 
knowing the reason of his coming thither: and that 
thereupon Prince Rupert wrote to the Queen-Mother 
his dislike of Sir G-. Carteret’s receivii^ a person that 
stood condemned ; and so Sir G-. Carteret was forced 
to bid him betake hinfSelf to some other place. This 
was strange to me. Our Qommissioneiss^re preparing 
to go to Breda to the treaty, and do design to be 
going the next week. Blessed he God ! I hear that 
my father is better and better, and will, I hope, live 
to enjoy some cheerful days ; but it is strange what he 
writes to me, that Mr. Weaver, of Huntingdon, who 
was a lusty, likely, and but a youngish man, should 
be dead. 

11th. I to the ’Change, and there hear of the loss of a 
little *E ast- Indiaman, valued at about £20,000, corning 
home altfne and safe to within ten leagues of Scilly, and 
* there snapped by a French caper. With Baity to Sir 
Gftrteref s office, and there with* Mr. Penn despatched 
the business of Bitty’s £1,500 he received for the- 
contingencies of the fleet, whereof he received about 
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£253 in pieces of eight at a -goldsmith’s there hard by, r 
which did puzzle me and hirn^to tell ; for I could not ° 
tell the difference by sight, only by bigness, and that 
is not always discernible between a whole and a half 
piece, and a quarter-piece. To Whitehall, thinking 
there to have seen the Duchess of Newcastle’s coming 
this night to Court to make a visit to the Queen, the 
King having been with her yesterday, to make her a 
visit since her coming to town. The whole story of 
this lady is a romance, and all she does is romantic. 
Her footmen r ih velvet coats, and herself in antique 
dress, as they say,; and was the other day at her own 
play, The Humorous Lovers the most ridiculous 
thing thaf ev^f was wrote, but yet she and her Lord 
mightily pleased with it ; and she at the end made her 
respects to the players from her box, and did give 
them thanks. ,There is as much expectation of her 
coming to Court that i§0 people may come to see her, 
as if it w«?e the Queen of Sheba : but I lost my 
labour, for she did not come this night. There have 
been two fires in the City within this week. 

12th. Coming home, saw my door and h^tch ,ppen, 
left so by Luce our cookmaid, which so vexed me that 
I did give her a kick in our entry, and offered a blow 
at her, and was seen doing so by Sir W. Pen’s foot- 
boy, which did vex mS to the heart, because I know *he 
will be telling their family of it. *By water to White- 
hall, and there did our usual business before the Duke 
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-of York : but it fell ont*that discoursing of matters 
of money, it rose to a ^nighty beat, very high words 
arising between Sir G. Carteret and Sir W. Coventry, m 
the former in bis passion saying that tbe other should 
have helped things if they were so bad ; and the other 
answered, so he would, and things should have been 
better had he been Treasurer of the Navy. I was 
mightily troubled at this heatf and it will breed ill 
blood between them, I fear ; but things are in that 
bfd condition that I do daily expect we shall all fly in 
one another’s faces, when we shall be® reduced, every 
one to answer for himself. W e broke up ; and I soon 

after to Sir G. Carteret’s chamber, where I find the 

• c 

poor man telling his lady privately,® and she was 
weeping. I went in to them and did seem, as indeed 
I was, troubled for this ; and did give the best advice 
I could, which I think did please them : and they do 
apprehend me their friend, as indeed I am, for I do 
take the vice-chamberlain for a most hoifest man. He 
did assure me that he was not, all expenses and things 
paid, clear in estate £15,000 better than he was when 
the® J£ifig came in ; and that the King and Lord 
Chancellor did know that he was worth, with the debt* 
the King owed him, £50,000 I think, he said, when the 
King pame into England 

13th. Wrote to^my father, who, I am glad to hear 
is at some ease again, and I long to have him in town, 
that I may see what can be done for him here ; for 1 
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would fain do all I can thatel may have him live, aud^ 
take pleasure of my doing^well in the world. 

14th. (Lord’s day.) Took out my wife and the two 
Mercers, and two of our maids, Barker and Jane, and 
over the water to the Jamaica House, where 5 never 
was before, and there the girls did run for wag£?s 
over the"bowling«green ; and there with much pleasure, 
spent little, and so ho&e. 

15th. Called np by Sir H. Cholmly, who tells me 
that my Lord Middleton is for certain chosen Governor 
of Tangier; a man of moderate understanding, not 
covetous, but a soldier of fortune, and poor. To the 
King’s house by^chance, where a new play : so full as 
I never saw i4 r ; 1 forced to stand all the while close to 
the very door till I took cold, and many people went 
away for want of room. The King and Queen, and 
Duke of York and Duchess there, and all the Court, 
and Sir W. Coventry. ~ The play called The Change 
of Croums ; 'a play of Ned Howard’s, the best that 
ever I saw at that house, being a great play, and 
serious; only Lacy did act the country-gentleman 
come up to Court, who do abuse the Court <*with all 
n the imaginable wit and plainness about selling of 
places, and doing everything for money. The play 
took very much. Thence I to my new booksellers, 
and there bought “ Hooker’s Polity,” the new editioS, 
and “Dugdale’s History of the Inns of Court,” of 
which there was but a few saved out of the fire, and 
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%Play£ord’s new Catch-bo%k, that hath a great many 
* new fooleries in it. ^ 

16th. Home to dinner, and in baste to carry my 
wife to see tbe new play I saw yesterday, she not 
knowing it. But there, contrary to expectation find 
%ke Silent Woman . However, in ; and there Knipp 
came into tbe pit. I took ber by me, and here we met 
with Mrs. Horseley, tbe pretty woman — an acquaint- 
ance of Mercer’s, whose bouse is burnt. Knipp tells 
m* tbe King was so angry at tbe liberty taken by 
Lacy’s part to abuse him to his fa<&? that he com- 
manded they should act no more, till. Mo one went and 
got leave for them tt> act again, but not this play, 
Tbe King mighty angry; and it wa^Jntfer indeed, 
but very fine and witty. I never was more taken with 
a play than I am with this Silent Woman , as old as it 
is, and as often as I have seen it. Tljere is more wit 
in it than goes to ten new plsf^s. Thence took them 
all to the cake -house in Southampton ^market-place. 
Pierce told us the story, how in good earnest the 
King is offended with the Duke of Richmond’s 
marrying, and Mrs. Stewart sending the King his 
jewels again. As he tells it, it is the noblest romance 
and example of a brave lady that ever I read in my * 
life. Pretty to hear them talk of yesterday’s play, 
ifhd I (furst not own to my wi£6 that I had seen it. 

17th. In our wily in Tower Street, we saw Des- 
brough walking on foot, who is now no more a 

- 
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prisoner and looks well, and just as lie used to do # 
heretofore. To the King’s playhouse, and saw a piece 
of Rolla, a play I like not much, hut much good 
acting in it : the house very empty. 

18th. With my wife to the Duke of York’s Jiouse, 
and there saw The Wits, a play I formerly loved, an^ 
is now ccfrrected and enlarged : hut though I like the 
acting, yet I like nofc much in the play now. The 
Duke of York and W. Coventry gone to Portsmouth, 
makes me thus to go to plays. • 

19th. To the playhouse, where saw Macbeth, which 
though I have seemit often, yet is it one of the best plays 
for a stage, and a variety of daifcing and music that 
ever I saw. •My wife tells me that she finds hy 
W. Hewer that my people do observe my minding my 
pleasures more than usual, which I confess and am 
as ham ed of, and so from this day take upon me to 
leave it till Whit-Sunda^. Some talk of Sir W. Pen’s 
being to buv^W anstead House of Sir Robert Brookes ; 
and I dare be banged if ever he could mean to buy 
that great house, that knows not how to furnish one 
that is not the tenth part so big. * * 

20th. Met Mr. Bolt, who tells me the reason of no 
play to-day at the King’s house. That Lacy had 
been committed to the porter’s lodge for his^ acting 
his part in the late new play, and being thence re- 
leased to come to the King’s house ; he there met with 
Ned Howard, the poet of the play, who congratulated 
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•• relea * e; u P° n wliich WLaey cursed Mm as that it 
-was the fault of his nonlensieal play that was the muse 
of his ill usage. Mr. Howard did giro him some 
reply ; to which Lacy answered him, that he was more * 
a fooUhan a poet ; upon which Howard did give Mm 
* blow on the face with his glove ; upon which Lacy 
having a cane in his hand, did give Mm a Mow over 
the pate. Here Holt and others that discoursed of it 
in the pit did wonder that Howard did not nm Mm 
through, he being too mean a fellow to fight with. 
But Howard did not do anything but*complfci& to the 
Xing of it ; so the whole house is* sileneed, and the 
gentry seem to rejoice much at it, the house being be- 
come too insolent. Home, having btqoglit with me 
from F encliurch Street, a hundred of sparrowgrass, 
cost 18d. W e had them and a little bit of salmon, 
which my wife had a mind to, cost 3*. So to sapper. 

21st. (Lord’s day.) I Iiav^ a mind t© buy enough 
ground to build a coach-house and staMe ; for I have 
had it much in my thoughts lately that it is not too 
much for me now, in degree or cost, to keep a coach, 
bufc^orrirarily, that I am almost ashamed to be seen in 
a haclmey. To Hackney church, where very full, and 
found much difficulty to get pews, I offering the sex- 
ton money, and he could not help me. So mr wife 
and Mercer ventured into a pew, and 1 into another. 
A knight and his lady very civil to me when they 
came, being Sir G. Yiner and his lady — rich in jewels. 
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but most in beauty — almost 4he finest woman that e\jer r 
I saw. That which I w^ent^ehiefly to see was the r 
young ladies of the schools, whereof there is great 
store, yery pretty ; and also the organ, which is hand- 
some, and tunes the psalm, and plays with the j^ople ; 
which is mighty pretty, and makes me mighty earned 
to have h pair at our church, I having almost a mind 
to give them a pair if 4hey would settle a maintenance 
on them for it. 

22nd. To the Lord Chancellor’s house, the first time 
I have been fiierein ; and it is very noble, and brave 
pictures of the ancient and present nobility. The 
King was^ vexec^ the other day* for having no paper 
laid for hime^fc the Council- table, as was usual ; and 
Sir Richard Browne did tell his Majesty he would call 
the person whose work it was to provide it : who being 
come, did tell his Majesty that he was but a poor man, 
and was out £400 or £500 for it, which was as much as 
he is worth ;^and that he cannot provide it any longer 
without money, having not received a penny since the 
Kong’s coming in. So the King spoke to my Lord 
Chamberlain ; and many such mementoes the King’^ioes 
, nowadays meet withal, enough to make an ingenuous 
man mad. * 

23rd. (St. George’s day.) The feast being kept at 
Whitehall, out of design, as it is thought, to make tEe 
best countenance we can to the Swede’s .Ambassadors, 
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before their leaving us to, go io the treaty abroad, to 

show some jollity. * ^ v 

24tli To St. James’s, amf there the Duke o # 

was preparing to go to some farther ceremonies about 
the Garter, that he could give us no audience, To bir 
Mm Duneomb’s lodging in the Pall Mall, in order to 
the money spoken of in the morning ; and there awhile 
sat and discoursed : and I find t^t he is a very proper 
man for business, being very resolute and proud, and 
industrious. He told me what reformation they ha 
made in the office of the Ordnance, takmfc away Legg s 
fees : and have got an order that up Treasurer after 
him shall ever sit at the Board ; and it is a good one : 
that no Master of the Ordnance here si^llnver sell a 
plaee He tells me they have not paid any increase of 
price for anything during this war, but in most have 
paid less; and at this day have greater stores than 
they know where to lay, if there should he peace, and 
than ever was any time this war. Th«i to talk of 
news ; that he thinks the want of money hath undone 
the King, for the Parliament will never give the King 
more money without calling all people to account, nor, 
as heffieheves, will ever make war again, but they mil _ 
manage* it themselves: nnless, -which I proposed, he 
would visibly become a severer inspector into his own 
business and accounts, and that would gain upon the 
Parliament yet: uffiich he confesses and confirms as 
the only lift to set' him upon his legs, bnt says that 
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it is not in his nature evei* to do. He thinks that ^ 
much of our misfortune hail been for want of an 
active Lord Treasurer, anct that such a man as Sir W . ' 

Coventry would do the business thoroughly. * 

26th. To "Whitehall, and there saw the Dgke of 
Albemarle, who is not well, and do grow crazj& j 

While I was waiting in the matted Gallery, a young * 

man was working, in }ndian ink, the great picture of 
the King and Queen sitting, by Yan Dyke ; and did j 

it very finely. Met with Ned Pickering, who tells «ie : 

the ill news <$*his nephew Gilbert, who is turned a 
very rogue. Th^i I took a turn with Mr. Evelyn, \ 

with whom I walked two hours, till almost one o’clock, j 

talking of badness of the Government, where 
nothing but wickedness, and wicked men and women 
command the K.ing : that it is not in his nature to 
gainsay anythii\g that relates to his pleasures ; that 
much of it arises from the sickliness of our Ministers 
of State, wl» cannot be about him as the idle com- 
panions are, and therefore he gives way to the young 
rogues ; and then, from the negligence of the clergy, j 

that a bishop shall never be seen about hiry., a^ the I 

King of Prance hath always; that the King would s 

fain have some of the same gang to be Lord Tfeasurer, 
which would be yet worse, for now some delays are ^ 
put to the getting gifts of the King, as Lady Byrdh, 
who had been, as he called it, the ting’s seventeenth 
mistress abroad, did not leave him till she had got him 
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^ give her an order for *£4,000 worth of plate to be 
made for her ; but by aelajrs, thanks be to Grod, she 
died before she had it. He tells me mighty stories of 
the King of France, how great a prince he is. He 
hath made a code to shorten the law ; he hath put out 
Stl the ancient commanders of castles that were become 
hereditary ; he hath made all the friars subject to the 
bishops, which before were on! f subject to Home, and 
so were hardly the King’s subjects, and that none shall 
become religimx, but at such an age which he thinks 
will in a few years ruin ike Pope, ahS bring France 
into a patriarchate. He confirmed &) me the business 
of the want of paper at the Council table the other 
day, which I have observed; Wo oly» Joeing to have 
found it, and did, being called, tell the King to his 
,face the reason of it ; and Mr. Evelyn tells me of 
several of the menial servants of the Court lacking 
bread, that have not received a farthing wages since 
the King’s coming in. He tells me •the King of 
France hath his mistresses, bnt laughs at the foolery 
of our King, that makes his bastards princes, and 
los*s hi# revenue upon them, and makes his mistresses 
his masters : and the King of France did never grant 
Lavalfiere anything to bestow on others, and gives 
a little subsistence, but no more, to his bastards. He 
told me the whole story of Mrs. Stewart’s going away 
from Court, he* knowing her well ; and believes her, 

up to her leaving the Court* to be as virtuous as any 
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•woman in the world ; and me, from a Lord th&t r ( 
she told it to but yesterday, with her own month, and 
a sober man, that when the Duke of Richmond did 
make love to her, she did ask the King, and he did the 
like also ; and that the King did not deny it, an& [shej 
told this Lord that she was come to that pass, as 
have resolved to have married any gentleman of £1,500 
a year that would hav# had her in honour ; for it was 
come to that pass, that she could not longer continue 
at Court without prostituting herself to the Kii%, 
whom she hacf so long kept off, though he had liberty 
more than any other had, or he ought to have, as to 
dalliance. # She tgld this Lord "fliat she had reflected 
upon the occasion she had given the world to think her 
a had woman, and that she had no way but to marry 
and leave the Court, rather in this way of discontent, 
than otherwise, 4hat the world might see that she 
sought not anything bu£ her honour ; and that she will 
never come t& live at Court more than when she comes 
to town to kiss the Queen her Mistress’s* hand ; and 
hopes, though she hath little reason to hope, she can 
please her Lord so as to reclaim him, that the^fbay 
m jet live comfortably in the country on his estate. She 
fold this Lord that all the jewels she ever had given 
her at Court, or any other presents, more tijan the 
King’s allowance of £700 per annum out of the Privy 
purse for her clothes, were, at her first coming the 
King did give her, a necklace of pearl of about £1,100, 
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« arid afterwards, about so#ren months since, when the 
King had hopes to have obtained some courtesy of her, 
the King did give her some jewels, I have forgot 
what, and I think a pair of pendants. The Duke of 
York*being once her valentine, did give her a jewel 
about £800 ; and my Lord Mandeville, her valen- 
tine this year, a ring of about £300 ; and the* 1 King of 
France would have had her neither, who, he says, is 
one of the most cunning women in the world, to have 
M her stay in France, saying, that he loved her not as 
a mistress, but as one that he could hiarry as well as 
any lady in France ; ’and that, if s\iq might stay, for 
the honour of his Coilrt, he would take care she should 
not repent. But her mother, by caiman d of the 
Queen-mother, thought rather to bring her into Eng- 
land ; and the King of France did give her a jewel : 
so that Evelyn believes she may b$ worth in jewels 
about £6,000, and that that is all she hath in the world : 
and a worthy woman ; and in this hattadone as great 
an act of honour as ever was done by woman, Thai 
now the Countess Castlemaine does carry all before 
he*; ajid among other arguments to prove Mrs. 
Stewart to have been honest to the last, he says that 
the King’s keeping in still with my Lady Castlemaine, 
do show it ; for he never was known to keep two mis- 
tresses in his life, and would*never have kept to her 
had he prevailed anything with Mrs. Stewart. She is 

gone yesterday with her Lord to Cobham. He did tell 

* 
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me of the ridiculous hmnour^of our King and Knights r 
of the Garter the other day, fv\ho, whereas heretofore r 
their robes were only to be worn during their cere- 
monies and service, these, as proud of their coats, did 
wear them all day till night, and then rode ii^o the 
park with them on. Nay, and he tells me he did 
my Lord* Oxford and the Duke of Monmouth in a 
hackney-coach with tyo footmen in the park, with 
their robes on ; which is a, most scandalous thing, so 
as all gravity may be said to be lost among us. Ljy- 
and-by we disCcrursed of Sir Thomas Clifford, whom I 
took for a very ricli and learned man, and of the great 
family of that name. He tells use he is only a man of 
about seven-sc^e pounds a year, of little learning more 
than the law of a justice of the peace, which he knows 
well: a parson’s son, got to be burgess in a little 
borough in the West, and here fell into the acquaint- 
ance of my Lord Arlington, whose creature he is, and 
never from &im ; a man of virtue, and comely and 
good parts enough ; and hath come into his place with 
a great grace, though with a great skip over the heads 
of a great many, as Chichly and Denham, apd ^pme 
Lords that did expect it. By the way, he tells me, 
that of all the great men of England there % none 
that endeavours more to raise those that he takes into 
favour than my Lord r Arlington; and that, on th&t 
score, he is much more to he madd'' one’s patron than 
my Lord Chancellor, who never did, nor never will do 
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^•im^thing, but for money. | Certain news of the Dutch 
being abroad on our coast *with twenty-four great 
ships. Met my Lady Newcastle going with her 
coaches and footmen all in velvet ; herself, whom I 
never ssw before, as I have heard her often described, 
f« all the town-talk, is nowadays of her extra- 
vagancies, with her velvet cap, her hair at)out her 
ears; many black patches, because of pimples about 
her mouth ; naked-necked, without anything about it, 
and* a black just-au-corps. She seemed to me a very 
comely woman; but 1 hope to see more of her on 
May-day. " 

27th. This afternoon*! got some in opals a^ 23s. per 
chaldron, a good hearing, I thank G-o (^-having not 
been put to buy coal all this dear time, that during this 
war poor people have been forced to give 45s. and 50s. 
and £3. My wife and people busy these late days, and 
will be for some time, making of shirts and smocks. 
With Mr. Moore, discoursing of my Lord^Sandwich’s 
family, which he tells me is in very bad condition, 
for want of money and management, my Lord’s 
charg*i£g them with bills, and nobody, nor any thing, 
provided to answer them. 

28th. (liord’s day.) After dinner, by water — the day 
being mighty pleasant, and the^ tide serving finely, 
reading in Boyle’s book of colours, as high as Barn 
Elms, and there took one turn alone, and then back 
to Putney Church, where I saw the girls of the schools, 
*+ p — 94 
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few of which, pretty; and there I come into a pew, and# 
met with little James Piercefvhich I was much pleased # 

* at, the little rogue being very glad to see me: his 
master, Reader to the Church. Here was a good ser- 
mon and much company, but I sleepy, and a l^tle out 
of order, at my hat falling down through a hole ]£. 
neath tlte pulpit, which, . however, after sermon, by a 
stick, and the help of*fche clerk, I got up again. And 

so by water, the tide being with me again, down to * 
Deptford, and. there I walked down the Yard, Shish*nd 
Cox with mef^hd discoursed about cleaning of the wet 
dock, and heard .which I had before, how, when the 
dock wasjmade, a ship of nearly. 500 tons was there 
found; a shi$»snpposed of Queen Elizabeth’s time, and 
well wrought, with a great deal of stone-shot in her, of 
eighteen inches diameter, which was shot then in 
use : and af tervsards meeting with Captain Perriman 
and Mr. Castle at Half-way Tree, they tell me of stone- 
shot of thirty-six inches diameter, which they shot out 
of mortar-pieces. 

29th. I hear that the Duke of Cambridge, the Duke 
of York’s son, is very sick; and my Lord .Treasurer 

* very bad of the stone, and hath been so some days. 

Sir G-, Carteret tells me my Lord Arlington Sath done 
like a gentleman by him fn all things. He says if my r 
Lord [Sandwich] were here, he were the fittest man to 
be Lord Treasurer of any man m England ; and he 
thinks it might be compassed ; for he confesses that 
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# th^King’s matters do suifei* through, the inability of 
this man, who is likely to die, and lie will propound 
him to the King. It will remove him from his place 
* at sea, and the King will have a good place to bestow. 
He sayS to me that he conld wish, when my Lord 
comes, that he would think fit to forbear playigg, as a 
thing below him, and which will lessen him, as it do- my 
Lord St. .Albans, in the King’s esteem : and as a great 
secret tells me that he hath made a match for my Lord 
Hinchingbroke to a daughter of my Lord Burlington’s, 
where there is great alliance, £10,000 portion ; a civil 
family, and relation to ijl y Lord Chancellor, whose son 
hath married one of the daughters ; arifi that '’my Lord 
Cliknceliot db take it with very" great kindness, so that 
he do hold himself obliged by it. My Lord Sandwich 
hath referred it to my Lord Crewe, Sir Gr. Carteret, and 
Mr. Montagu, to end it. My^Lord hinchingbrote 
and the ladies know nothing yet of it. It wjll, I think, 
be very happy. Home, where I settled to my chamber 
about my accounts till twelve at night, when news is 
brought me that there is a great fire in Southwark : so 
we up* to the leads, and then I and the boy down to the 
end of oup lane, and there saw it, it seeming pretty- 
great, but nothing to the fire of London, that it made 
me 4)hink^ittle of it. We could a£ that distance see an 
engine play — that is^the water go out, it being moon- 
light. By-and-by it began to slacken, and then I home 
and to bed. * 
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cm tor toe stone, jl took nim to my closer, mu but 
showed it to him, of which he took the dimens^pns, a: 
I believe will show my Lord Treasurer it. I met w^j 
Mr. Pierce and he tells me the Poke of Cambridge 
very ill and full o£» spots about his body, that I 
Prazier knows not what to think of it. 

May 1st. To Westminster; in the way meedsi; 
many milkmaids with their garlands upon their pai 
dancing with a- fiddler before them ; and saw prei 
Nelly standing r at her lodgings 5 door in Drury-la 
in her smoek? sleeves and bodice, looking upon on 
she seemed a mighty pretty creature. My Lc 
Crewe walked with me, giving me an account of i 
meeting of the Commissioners for Accounts, wher* 
he is one. How some of the gentlemen, Garrawi 
Littleton, Snd others, did scruple at their first comf 
there, being called thither to act as members of Pari 
ment, which they could not do by any authority I 
that of the Parliament, and therefore desired i 

«s 

King's direction in it, which was sent for by my Lc 
Bridgewater, who brought answer, very short, t] 
the King expected they should obey his Commissi! 
Then they went on, and observed upon a power to 
given them of administering and framing an oal 
which they thought they could not do by any poy 
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* but Act of Parliament; ^and ^ ie ^hole Oornjm i 5 * m 
• dfd think fit to have tli§ judges’ opinion in it ; ax**! ^ 
drawing up their scruples in writing, they all 
the Eng, who told them he would send to the J 
to he answered, and did so ; who have, my HiorcL 
%e, met three times about it, not knowing what answer 
to give it; and they have met this week doir^g- not-Hmg 
but expecting the solution of thg judges in tills point. 
My Lord tells me, he do believe this Commi ssIoxl will 
more hurt than good ; it may undo some accounts, 
if these men shall think fit ; hut it carver cl ear 
account, for he must come into the Exchequer* for all 
this. Besides, it is a kind of inquisition that Wth 
seldom ever been granted in Englana ; ^nd~*he believes 
it will never, besides, give any satisfaction to the 
people or Parliament, hut be looked upon as a, fo^eed, 
packed business of the Eng, especially if; thme 
Parliament-men that are of it shall not concur "with 
them : which he doubts they will not, and, therefore, 
wishes much that the King would lay hold of this fit 
occasion, and let the Commission fall. Then to talk 
of ijoy liord Sandwich, whom my Lord Crewe h^ih a 
great" desire might get to be Lord Treasurer if the 
presen? lord should die, as it is believed he will in a 
little time; and thinks he can have no competitor- ba t 
niy Lord Arlington, who, it is* given out, desires it : 
hut my Lord things not, for that the being* SeeircBtery 
do keep him a greater interest with the TCinj g- than 
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[Crewe] that it WQuld he no place of contend, nor 
safety, nor honour for my Lord, the State being si 
indigent %s it is, and the King so irregular, and those 
&bout him, that my L**rd must be forced to part with 
anything to answer his warrants ; and that therefore, 
I do believe the King had rather have a man that uffiy 
be one of his vicious cabal, than a sober man that will 
mind the public, *that so they may sit at cards and 
dispose of^ the revenue of the r kingdom. This my 
Lord was mcsffed at, and said he did not indeed know 
how to answer it, and bid me think of it ; and so said 
he himself would also do. He do mightily cry out 
of the bad management of our moneys, the King 
having had so much given him; and yet, when the 
Parliament db find that the King should have £900,000 
in his purse by the best account of issues they have 
yet seen, yet we should report in the navy a debt due 
from the King of £900,000; which, I did ceni$g&, I 
„ doubted was true in the first, and knew to be true in 
the last, and did believe that there was some great 
miscarriages in it : which he owned to believe also, 
saying, that at this rate it is not in^ the power of the 
kingdom to make a war, nor answer the King’s wants. 
Thence away to the King’s playhouse, and saw Love in 
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<*£i Maze : hut a sorry play,* only Lacy’s clown’s part, 
m which he did most admirably indeed ; and I am glad 
to find the rogue at liberty again. Here was but little, 
, and that ordinary company. We sat at the upper 
bench :qext the boxes : and I find it do pretty well, and 
hjgye the advantage of seeing and hearing tlie great 
people, which may be pleasant when there as good 
store. How was only Prince I^upert and my Lord 

Lauderdale, and my Lord , the naming of 

whftm puts me in mind of my seeing, at Sir Bobert 
Yiner’s, two or three great silver flago?t£, made with 
inscriptions as gifts of the King to„ such and such 
persons of quality, as dM stay in town the late great 
plague for the keeping things in order tlie town. 
But here was neither Hart, Hell, nor Knipp ; there, 
fore the play was not likely to please me. Thence 
Sir W. Pen and I in his coach, Tybur^ way into the 
Park, where a horrid dust and number of coaches, 
without pleasure or order. That which we, and 
almost all, went for was to see my Lady Hewcastle; 
which we could not, she being followed and crowded 
uponjjy poaches all the way she went, that nobody 
could come near her; only I could see she was in a 
large blac?k coach adorned with silver instead of gold, 

^ and so white curtains, and everything black and 
white, and herself in her cap. But that which I did 
• see, and wonder at mtli reason, was to find Peg Pen 
in a new coach, with only her husband’s pretty sister 
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with her, both patched and«very fine, and in much the* 
finest coach in the Park, and*I think that over I did*see r 

* one or other, for neatness and richness in gold and 
everything that is noble. My Lady Castlemaine, the 
King, my Lord St. Albans, Mr. J erinyn, hav^ not so 
neat a coach, that ever I saw. And Lord ! to hafee 
them hsffre this, and nothing else that is correspondent 
is to me one of the most ridiculous sights that ever I 
did see, though her present dross was well enough; 
but to live in the condition they do at home, and be 
abroad in tin? coach astonishes me. When we had 
spent half an h#ur in the Park, we went out again, 
weary of^the dust, and despairing of seeing my Lady 
^Newcastle ; #*id to St. James’s. But we staying by 
the way to drink, she got home a little before us : so 
we lost our labours, and then home ; where we find the 
two young ladies come home, and their patches olf ; 

I suppose Sir W. Pefi do not allow of them in his 
sight. Sir*W. Pen did give me an account this after- 
noon of his design of buying Sir Bobert Brookes's 
fine house at Wanstead : which I so wondered at, and 
did give him reasons against it, which he allowed, of : 

• and told me that he did intend to pull down the house 
and build a less, and that he should get £1,500 by the 
old house, and I know not what fooleries. But I will * 
never believe he ever intended to buy it, for my part ; 
though be troubled Mr. Gauden to go and look upon 

it, and advise him in it. 
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^ &nd, To my Lord Treassilrer’s, wlio continues so ill 
as not to be troubled witb business. 

3rd. To the Duke of York’s chamber, which, as it is 
now fretted at the top, and the chimney-piece made 
liandsoSae, is one of the noblest and best-proportioned 
rSbnis that ever, I think, I saw. Among other things, 
we had a proposition of Mr. Pierce’s, for being con- 
tinued in pay, or something done^f or him, in reward of 
his pains as CMrurgeon- General ; for as much as 
Trftutbecke, that was never a doctor before, hath got 
£200 a year settled on him for nothing but that one 
voyage with the Duke of Albemarle.'' The Duke and 
the whole company did show most particular* kindness 
to Mr. Pierce, everybody moving for^m, and the 
Duke himself most, that he is likely to be a very great 
man, I believe. To Westminster by coach; the Cof- 
ferer telling us odd stories how he wak dealt with by 
the men of the Church at Westminster in taking a 
lease of them at the King’s coming in, and particularly 
the devilish covetousness of Dr. Busby. Sir Stephen 
Pox, in discourse, told him how he is selling somo 
land *be hath, which yields him not above three 
per cent.^ if so much, and turning it into money, which 
he can put out at 10 per cent. ; and, as times go, if 
^ they be yke to continue, it is tba best way for me to 
keep money going so, for aught I see. Took a turn 
with my old acquaintance Mr. Pechell, whose red 
nose makes me ashamed to be seen with him, though 
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to the Frith, and there lies, perhaps to trouble the 
Scotch privateers, which have galled them of late veFy 
much, it may he more than all our last year’s fleet. 

4th. To the office, where a great conflict I had with 
Sir W. Warren, he bringing a letter to the Board, 
flatly in wond# charging them with their delays* in 
passing his accounts, which have been with them these 
three years, part # of which I sa^d was, not true, and the 
other indecent. •So I writ in the margin of the letter, 
“ Returned as untrue,” and, by consent of the Board, 
did give it him again. 

5th. (Lord’s day.) Sir John Robinson tells me he 
hath now got a street ordered to be continued, forty 
feet broad, |rom Paul’s through Cannon Street to the 
Tower, which will be very fine. He and others this 
day, where I was in the afternoon, do tell me of at 
least six or eight fires within these few days ; and con- 
tinually stirs of fires, and real fires there have keen, in 
one place or other, almost ever since the late great fire, 
as if there was a fate sent people for fire. I walked 
over the Park to Siv W. Coventry’s. We talked* of 
Tangier, of which he is ashamed* also that it should 
put the King to this charge for no good in the world : 
and now a man going over that is a *good soldier, hut 
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man, which ’the place need not to have. 
And bo used these words’ : “That this place was to the 
King as my Lord Carnarvon says of wood, that it is 
an excrescence of the earth provided by God for the 
payment of debts.” This day Sir W. Coventry tells 
the Dutch fleet shot some shot, four or five hundred 
into Burnt Island in the Frith, but without any hurt;' 
and so are gone. * 

• 6th. To dinner, where Creed came, whom I vexed 
dwilishly with telling him a wise man, and good friend 
of his and mine, did say that he lately went into the 
country to Hiuchingbroke ; and, at his coming to town 
again, had shifted his lodgings, only t« avoid, pacing to 
the Poll Bill, which is so true that lt£* blushed, and 
could not in words deny it. 

7 th. To St. James’s; but there find Sir W. Coventry 
gone out betimes this morning, on horgbback, with the 
King and Duke of York, to Putnoy Heath to run some 
horses. * 

8th. To inquire about the ground behind our house, 
of which I have a mind to buy enough to make a stable 
and eojjch-house ; for I do see that my condition does 
require it, as well that it is more charge to my purse 
to live as I do than to keep one. 

9th. Sir W. Coventry tells me he hears stories of 
Commissioner PetL of selling timber to the Navy 
under other names, which I told him I believe is true, 
aud did give him an instance. He told me also how his 
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clerk Floyd lie hath put away^or his common idleness *\ 
and ill company, and particularly that yesterday he was 
* found not able to come and attend him, by being run 
into the arm in a squabble, though he pretends it was 
done in the streets by strangers, at nine at ni^it, by 
the Maypole in the Strand. Sir W. Coventry diff 
write to me this morning to recommend him another, 
which I could find in my heart to do W. Hewer for his 
good; but do believe he will not part with me, nor 
have I any mi*d to let him go. I would my brother 
were fit for it, I would adventure him there. He 
insists upon an unmarried maxp that can write well, 
and hath French* enough to transcribe it only from a 
copy, and may write short-hand, if it may be. To my 
Lord Chancellor at Clarendon House. Mightily 
pleased with the nobleness of this house, and the brave 
furniture and picture^ which indeed is very noble. 
With Sir Gfc Carteret in his coach into Hyde Park, 
telling me all his concernments, and how he is gone 
through with the purchase for my Lady Jemimah and 
her husband; how the Treasury is like to come into 
the hands of a Committee ; but that not that, r n«**any- 
thing else, will do our business, unless the HJng him- 
self will mind his business, and how his servants do 
execute their parts : that the King is very kind to hyn, 
and to my Lord Sandwich, and th*d he doubts not but 
at his coming home, which he expects about Michael- 
mas, he will be very well received. My Lady Jemimah 
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* lopks to lie down about ♦two months hence. In our 
street, at the “ Three r £un$ Tavern,” I find a great 
hubbub ; and what was it but two brothers had fallen » 
out, and one killed the other. And who should 
they but the two Fielclings ; one whereof, Bazill, 

^■as page to my Lady Sandwich ; and ho hath killed 
the other, himself being very drunk, and so is sent to 
Newgate. 

10th. At noon to Kent’s, at the “Three Tuns 
Tavern;” and there the constable of the parish did 
show us the picklocks and dice that were found in the 
dead man’s pocket, and but 18d. in money : and a table- 
book, wherein were entered the name% of se^erat places 
where he was to go ; and among other^Kent’s house, * 
where he was to dine, and did dine yesterday : and 
after dinner went into the church, and there saw his 
corpse with the wound in his left br^st ; a sad spec- 
tacle, and a broad wound, wliicli makes my hand now 
shake to write of it. His brother intending, it seems, 
to kill the coachman, who did not please him, this 
fellow stepped in, and took away his sword; who 
ther^cqpcm took out his knife, which was of the fashion, 

with a falchion blade, and a little cross at the hilt like 

<* 

a dagger.; and with that stabbed him. Drove hard 
toward^ Clerkenwell, thinking to have overtaken my 
Lady Newcastle, whom I saw before us in her coach, 
with 100 boys and girls running looking upon her: but 

• 

* * 
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fist, that I wMd not endure it. She, poor wretch, 
was surprised with it, and made me no answer all the 
way h$me ; but there we parted, and I to the office 
late, and tfienj^ome, and without supper to bed, vexed. 

12th. (Lord’s day.) Up, and to my chamber, tg 
settle some accounts there, and by-and-by down comes 
my wife to me Jn her night-gown, and we began 
calmly, that upon having money to lace her gown for 
second mounting, she would promise to wear white 
lochs no more in my sight, which I, like a severe fool, 
thinking not enough, began to except against, and 
made her fly out to very high terms and cry, an& in 
her heat, told me of keeping company with ^ Mrs, 
Knipp, saying, that if I wonld promise neve# to see 
her more — of whom she hath more reason to suspect 
than I had heretofore o c f Pembleton — she woulS nev#r 
wear white locks more. This ve£ed me, hut I re- 
strained myseK from saying anything, but do think 
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nfver to see this womaft — at least to hare her la ere 
more, and so all very good. friends as ever. My -cv-ife 
and I "bethought ourselves to go to a French house* to 
dinner, and so inquired out Monsieur Robins* -my 
perimg maker, who keeps an ordinary, and in_ an 
Jngly street in Covent G-arden did find him at -fclio 
door, and so we in ; and in a moment almost had -fclie 
table covered, and clean glasses? and all in the French 
manner, and a mess of potage first, and then a piece of 
bfeuf a-la-mode, all exceeding well seasoned, andL to 
our great liking; at least it would have been axiy- 
where else but in this had street, und in a periwig- 
maker’s house ; hut * to see the peasant .and reaxiy 
attendance that we had, and all thing^o desirous to 
please, and ingenious in the people, did take me 
mightily. Our dinner cost us 6s. Walked over tjlie 
fields to Kingsland, and back again ;* a walk, I think, 
X have not taken these twenty years ; but puts me in 
mind of my hoy’s time, when I boarded at Ringslarxd, 
and used to shoot with my bow and arrows in tiros© 
fields: A very pretty place it is : and little did any of 
myH^jeads think I should come to walk in these fields 
in this condition and state that I am. Then took 
coach again, and home through Shoreditch ; and. at 

home my wife finds Barker to .have been abroad, and 

• * * 

telling her so manj lies about it, that she struck hor, 
and the wench said she would not stay with her : so X 
examined the wench, and found her in so many lies 
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myself, that I was glad to he rid of her, and so re- 
solved having her go away to-Aorrow. : 

13th. My wife rising to send away Baxter, accord- 
> i n g to our resolution last night, and she did do it with 
more clothes than have cost us £10, and 20s. i# her 
purse, which I did for the respect I hear Mr. Balcony 
bridge, otherwise she had not deserved half of it. 
This morning came Suj H. Cholmly to me for a tally or ; 
two ; and tells me that he hears that we are by agreement ; 
to give the King of France Nova Scotia, which he <Jo 
not like: but*? do not know the importance of it.; 
Sir Philip Warwick do please himself, like a good; 
man, to tell some of the good ejaculations of my Lord; 
Treasurer concerning the little worth of this world, tOj 
buy it with so much pain, and other things fit for a- 
dying man. 

14th. To my Lord Chancellor’s, where I met Mr. 
Povy, expecting the cdlning of the rest of the Com-: 
missionersfoc Tangier. Here I understand how the; 
two Dukes, both the only sons of the Duke of York,; 
are sick eveu to danger, and that on Sunday last they 
were both so ill, as that the poor duchess was jn denbt 
which would die first : the Duke of Cambridge of some; 
' general disease; the other little duke, whose’ title I 
know not, of the convulsion fits, of which he had fonfi 
this morning. Bear that either of them m?ght Be 
dead, did make us t hink that it waS the occasion thatj 

the Duke of York and others were not come to thq 
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# meeting of the commission which was designed, and 

• my Lord Chancellor did* expect. And it was pretty to 
observe how, when my Lord sent down to St. James’s 
to see why the Duke of York came not 3 and Mr. 
Povy^who went, returned, my Lord (Chancellor) did 
jisk, not how the Princes or the Dukes do, as other 
people do, but “How do the children? 5 ’ which me- 
thought was mighty great, and^like a great man and 
grandfather. I find everybody mightily concerned for 
t|jese children, as a* matter wherein the State is much 
concerned that they should live. * ^ 

15th. I away with Sir G-. Carteret to London, talk- 
ing all the way : and he do tell me that the business of 
my Lord Hinchingbroke his marriag^vitn my Lord 
Burlington’s daughter is concluded on by all friends ; 
and that my Lady is now told of it, and do mightily 
please herself with it : which I am ^mightily glad of. 
Hews still that my Lord Treasurer is so ill as not to 
be any man of this world; and it isieaid that the 
Treasury shall be managed by Commission. I would 
to Grod Sir Gr. Carteret, or my Lord Sandwich, be in 
it U Bi^t the latter is the more fit for it. 

16th. This being Holy Thursday, when the boys go 
our precession round the parish, we were to go to the 
i Three Tuns Tavern, to dine with the rest of the 
parish!; where all the parish almost was, Sir Andrew 
Rickard and others ; and of our house, J. Minnes, W. 
Batten, W. Pen, and myself ; and Mr. Mills did sit 
*• 

% 
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uppermost at tlie table. Sir* John Fredericke and • 
H. Ford did talk of PauTsJScliool, which, they tell me, 

^ must be taken away; and then I fear it will be long 
before another place, such as they say is promised, is 
found ; but they do say that the honour of their company 
is concerned in the doing of it, and that it is a thing thaft 
they are °obliged to do. To my Lord Treasurer’s, 
where I find the porter crying, and suspected it was 
that my Lord is dead; and, poor Lord ! we did find 
that he was dead just now; and" the crying of tie 
fellow did so trouble me, that considering I was not 
likely to trouble him any more, nor have occasion to 
give anymore, I^did give him c 3s. ; but it may be, 
poor man, he«hath lost a considerable hope by the 
death of his lord, whose house will be no more fre- 
quented. There is a good man gone : and I pray God 
that the Treasury may not be worse managed by the 
hand or hands it shall now he put into, though for 
certain the slowness, though he was of great integrity, 
of this man, and remissness, have gone as far to undo 
the nation as anything else that hath happened ; and 
yet, if [I knew all the difficulties that he h£th* l&in 
under, and his instrument Sir Philip Warwick, I 
might he true to another mind. It is remarkable that 
this afternoon Mr. Mqore came to me, and^ther^ 
among other things, did tell me how Mr. Moyer, the 
merchant, having procured an order from the King 
and Duke bf York and Council, with^ the consent of 
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% my Lord Chancellor, *nd by assistance of Lord 

• Arlington, for the releasing ont of prison his brother, 
Samuel Moyer, who was a great man in the late times 
in Haberdashers 5 Hall, and was engaged under hand 
and ^gal to give the man that obtained it so much in 
jf>ehalf of my Lord Chancellor ; but it seems my Lady 
Duchess of Albemarle hath before undertake!! it for so 
much money, but hath not d^ne it. The Duke of 
Albemarle did the next day send for this Moyer, to 
t%Ll him, that notwithstanding this order of the King 
and Councirs being passed for releasS * f his brother, 
yet, if he did not consider the pains pf some friends of 
his, he would stop thfct order. This Moyer being an 
honest, bold man, told him that he was<**ngaged to the 
hand that had done the thing to give him a reward ; 
and more he could not give, nor could own any kind- 
ness done by his Grace 5 s interest : and so parted. The 
next day Sir Edward Savage did take the said Moyer 
in tax about it, giving ill words of this Moyer and his 
brother ; which he not being able to bear, told him 
he would give to the person that had engaged him 
wh*t Jiq, promised, and not anything to anybody else, 
and that both he and his brother were as honest men 
as himlelf, or any man else, and so sent him going, 

• and bid him do his worst. It is one of the most extra- 

ordinary cases that ever I saw or understood ; but it is 
true. 0 

17th. To R. Yiner’s with 600 pieces of gold to turn 

* •>. 
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into silver, for tlie enabling me to answer Sir G. 
Carteret’s £3,000 ; which be now draws all ont of my 
* band towards tbe paying for a purchase he bath made 
for bis son and my Lady Jemimah, in Northampton- 
shire, of Sir Samuel Lube, in a good place ; a«good 
bouse, and near all her friends, which is a very bappy^ 
thing. * 

19th. (Lord’s day.) <*To church, where my old ac- 
quaintance, that dull fellow, Meriton, made a good 
sermon, and hath a strange knack *of a grave, seriotfe 
delivery, which is very agreeable. Great talk of the 
good end that my^Lord Treasurer made ; closing his 
own eyfcs, $nd westing his moutli, and bidding adieu 
with the greafSst content and freedom in the world ; 
and is said to die with the cleanest hands that ever 
any Lord Treasurer did. Mr. Howe came to see us ; 
and, among other things, told us how the barristers 
and students of Gray’s Tnn rose in rebellion against 
the benchers the other day, who outlawed them, and a 
great deal of do ; but now they are at peace again. 

20th. Among other news, I hear that the Commit 
sioners for the Treasury were named by th& 

* yesterday ; but who they are nobody could tell; but 
the persons are the Lord Chancellor, the two Secre- 
taries, Lord Ashly, an<b others say Sir W. Coventry 

and Sir John Luncomb, but all conclude the Duke of 

«•» 

Albemarle ; but reports do differ. It being a broken 
day, did walk abroad, first through the Minories, the 




** fgjst time I have been ov^ the Hill to the postern-gate 
and seen the place since tli£ houses were pulled down 
about that side of the Tower, since the fire. I find it % 

♦ everywhere doubted whether we shall have a peace or 
no, aad the captain of ono of our ships that went with 

4he Amb assadors, do say, that the seamen of Holland 
in his’ hearing did defy us, and called us English dogs, 
and cried out against peace, anj. that the great people 
there do oppose peace, though he says the common 
]&ople do wish it. # 

21st. To Lincoln’s Inn Eields, a3<f there viewed 
several coach-houses. Thence home ,* hut, Lord ! how 
it went against my Heart to go away from the very 
door of the Luke’s playhouse, J and n% Lady Castle- 
maine’s coach, and many great coaches there, to see 
The Siege of Rhodes . I was very near making a for- 
feit, but I did command myself. • 

22nd. TJp, and by water to Whitehall to Sir G-. Car- 
teret, who tells me now for certain ho\f the Commis- 
sion for the Treasury is disposed of, viz., to Luke of 
Albemarle, Lord Ashly, Sir W. Coventry, Sir John 
LHn#oJnb, and Sir Thomas Clifford ; at which, he says, 
all the whole Court is disturbed; it having been once* 
concluded otherwise into the other hands formerly 

* mentioned in yesterday’s notes, hut all of a sudden the 
King’s choice was changed, and these are to he the 
men; the first ol which is only for a puppet to give 
honour to the rest. He do presage that these men 
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•will make it their business to^find faults in ih 

ment of the late Lord Treason 7 * h mana % e - 

the bankers ; but I am, whatever Tin'cam*' 

say to him, of another mind aid d l T^ 06 do 

of it, for I do expect thev will ^ 18 T6ry gIad 

k *»p«- **»* L 4 

the good, of the nation since the Ki ** 

“,T to - s t »» *° t IZTrd: 

. e nonce ot this business, of the Treamw, 
F^erem he is *1 e the Commission, and desired^ 
would : be thinking of anything fit for him to l 

quaiuted with for the lessening ok chLe 2] 12 

of our credit an f w o^cnarge and bettering 

the Kino -’ ■ Wb ° m 6Xpense hatb been since 
the Kings coming home, which he believes win n 
on, of tt. ant thing, fl,,, , M ^ ^ 

t, tin,, wli ,h ij* 1 
wiH give him an aeeoumfcof what I can think of wn ti, ’ 

^ 1 » -w aw St,SSfz 

professing my joy to him in what choice the -r-’ 
biith made, and the hopes.1 have that it will sa Ve 2 

totek m '■ r ° m Pemhing; andW it do eneom^ge me 
to take pains again, after my having throue-hrf* 

?*?*, ir i * Ma » 

so with him, that he had given himeelf l 
ease than ever he exported, and that hisTpilWof 
matters was so bad, that there was ntS public 2!^ ' 

-t fo the kingdom should have heTtep^ 

jfP * ^ 



PEPYS’S DIARY. 


183 


A 

I 

hut this which theming hath now given him; and l 

ein he is glad, in hopes of the service he may do 
ein ; and in my conscience he will. So into thei ° ; 

:e of York’s closet ; and there, among other things, 

Wi Coventry did take notice of what he told me 
other day, about a report of Commissioner Pett’s 
ling for timber in the Navy, and seliing'°it to ns in 
>r names ; and, besides his %wn proof, did produce j 

iper I had given him this morning about it, in the 
i of Widow Murford and Morecqpke, which was * 

handled, that the Puke of York grew very angry, 

. commanded ns presently to fall into the examina- 
l of it, saying that he wonld n«t trust a man for f 

sake that lifts up the whites of h9 eyes. And it ! 

5 declared that if he be found to have done so, he 
uld he reckoned unfit to serve the Navy ; and I do ; 

ieve he will he turned out^ and It was, methought, j 

vorthy saying of Sir W. Coventry to the Puke of i 

rk. fe Sir,” says he, f< I do not make this complaint 
i of any disrespect to Commissioner Pett, hut be- \ 

ise I do love to do these things fairly and openly.” j 

nffes* my poor father, nraeh better than I expected. 
im jnighty glad to see him come well to town. To'* 

3 King’s house, where I did give 18d., and saw the ,f 

o l%st acts of The Goblins? a play I could not make j 

ything of by JJiese two acts, but here Knipp spied * | 

> out of the tiring-room, and came to the pit door, 
d I out to ter, and kissed her, she only coming to , | 

• . ' I 
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see me being in a country dre&s, slie and others having * 
it seems, had a country da$ee *in the play, but she no 
r other part : so we parted, and I into the pit again till 
it was done. The house full, but I had no mind to be 
seen. To Sir W. Batten’s, and there got some more 
part of my dividend of the prize-money. This day«» 
coming frSm Westminster with W. Batten, we saw at 
■Whitehall stairs a fisher-boat, with a sturgeon that he 
had newly catched in the River ; which I saw, but it 
was hut a little one ; bnt big enoxfgh to prevent my 
mistake of that for a colt, if ever I become Mayor of 
Huntingdon. • 

23rd. *Hojne, an£ with my father dined, and, poor 
man ! he hath ]*£t off: his travelling-clothes to-day, and 
is mighty spruce, and I love to see him cheerful. Sir 
John Dimcombe is sworn yesterday a Privy-councillor. 
This day I hear •also that last night the Duke of 
Kendall, second son of tffe Duke of York, did die; and 
that the other, ^Duke of Cambridge, continues very ill 
still. 

24th. My wife not well, but yet engaged by invita- 
tion to go with Sir W. Pen. I got her to go withjbttn 
-by coach to Islington to the old house, where his Lady 
and Madam Lowther, with her exceeding fine coach 
and mean horses, and h^r mother-in-law, did meet us,* 
and two of Mr. Lowther’s brothers, and here dined 
upon nothing but pigeon-pies, which was such a thing 
for him to invite all the company to, that I was 
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ashamed. But after dimer was all our sport, when 
there came in a juggler, ^who, indeed, did show us 
so good tricks as I have never seen in my life, I think, 
of legerdemain, and such as my wife hath since 
seriip-sly said that she would not helieve but that 
£ he did them by the help of the devil. Here, after 
a bad dinner, and but ordinary company, saving that 
I discern good parts in one ^)£ the sons, who, me- 
thought, did take me up very prettily in one or two 
things that I said; we broke up, and I and Sir W. 
Pen to the King’s playhouse, anti* there saw The 
Maiden Queen , which, though I ljave often seen, yet 
pleases me infinitely, it being impossible, X think, 
ever to have the Queen’s part, whith is very good 
and passionate, and Florimel’s part, which is the most 
comical that ever was made for woman, ever done 
better than they are by young Marshall and Kelly. 

25th. At noon came Mr. Pierce, the surgeon, and 
dined with me. About 4 o’clock comes •Mrs. Pierce to 
see my wife, and I into them, and there find Pierce 
very fine, and in her own hair, which do become her, 
aad ^o*says my wife, ten times better than lighter hair, 
her complexion being mighty good. 

26t£. (Lord’s day.) My wife and I to church, where 
several strangers of good condition came to our pew. I 
Valked the length of the Kims, and with great pleasure 
saw some gallaaft ladies and people come with their 
bottles, and basket, and cbairs, and form, to sup under 





tlie trees, by the water- side, wljch was mighty pleasant ; m 
so home. All our discourse about Brampton, and my im * 
tentions to build there if I could be free of my engage- 
ment to my uncle Thomas and his son, that they may 
not have what I have built, against my will, in cage of 
me and my brothers being without heirs male ; which® 
is the true^reason why I am against laying out money 
upon that place, together with my fear of some inconve- 
nience by being so near*Einchingbroke ; being obliged 
to be a servant to that family, and subject to what es^ 
pense they shaU*«)st me ; and to have all that I shall 
buy, or .do, esteemed as got by the death of my uncle, 

when indeed what I have from him is not worth 

• • 

naming.- ^ 

27th. There comes Richardson, the bookbinder, with 
one of Ogilby’s Bibles in quires for me to see and buy, 
it being Mr. Oade 5 ^ my stationer’s ; but it is like to be 
so big that I shall not us« it. The new Commissioners 
of the Treasury have chosen Sir G. Downing for their 
Secretary: and I think in my conscience they have 
done a great thing in it ; for he is active and a man of 
business, and values himself upon having of thji^s Jo 
well under his hand ; so that I am mightily pleased in 
their choice. Abroad, and stopped at Bear-garden 
stairs, there to see a prize fought. But the house so 
full there was no getting in there, so forced % go # 
through an ale-house into the pit, wh&»e the bears are 
baited ; and upon a stool did see them fight, which they 
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^ dyj very furiously, a bufcher and a watermaxjt. 

former had the better all •along, till by-ancL-Xx^- ^ ° 
latter dropped his sword out of his hand, ^ 

butcher, whether not seeing his sword dro^>-p„ ec ^ ^ 
know%iot, but did give him a cut over the wrist:, 
ie was disabled to fight any longer. But, Lord. | ^. 0 ** 

how in a minute the whole stage was full of watery 
to revenge the foul play, and tie butchers to dLefexid 
their fellow, though most blamed him : and. theire? t ■"hey 
atf fell to it to knocking down and qp^ting* on 

each side. It was pleasant to see, but that I st^od in 
the pit, and feared that in the tudralt I might 
some hurt. At last the battle broke wp, anxUso X 
The Duke of Oambridgo very ill still. * 

28th. Up, and by coach to St. James’s, wher^es X find 
Sir W. Coventry desirous to have spoke with. -m g 
was to read over a draft of ^ letter which be hath 
made for bis brother Commissioners and Joim. to sign 
to us, demanding an account of the whole bn.sixxe-jss of 
the Navy accounts; and I perceive, by the way he 
goes about it, that they will do admirable thing's. He 
tells nfe\hat they have chosen Sir G. Downing their 
Secretary, who will be as fit a man as any ha the 
world: and be said, by-tbe-by, speaking of the btok®rs 
b^ng jarful of Sir G. Downing’s being Secnrehmary, b© 
being their enemy^that they did not intend to ¥*& arstled 
by their Secretary, but do the business 


My heart is glad to see so gufcat hopes of good to the & 
nation as will he by these men ; and it does me good ’ 
to see Sir W. Coventry so cheerful as he now is on the 
same score. My wife away down with Jane and W. 
Hewer to Woolwich, in order to a little air anc^to lie 
there to-night, and so to gather May-dew to-morro^ 
morning* which Mrs. Turner hath taught her is the 
only thin g in the wor^L to wash her face with ; and I 
am contented with it. I by water Jto^ Fox-hall, and 
there walked in Spring Garden • A great deal «of 
company, and Ae weather and garden pleasant : and 
it is very pleasant and cheap going thither, for a man 
may gt> to 0 spend # wliat he will, Or nothing, all is one. 
But to hear tUfe nightingales and other birds, and here 
fiddles, and there a harp, and here a Jew’s trump, and 
here laughing, and there fine people walking, is mighty 
diverting. • 

29th. Our parson Mills having the offer of another 
benefice by Sir Bobert Brookes, who was his pupil, he 
by my Lord Barkeley [of Stratton] is mado -one of the 
Duke’s chaplains, which qualifies him for two livings. 
But to see how slightly such things are done,il^]ftuk« 
of York only taking my Lord Barkeley 3 s -tford upon 
saying that we, the officers of the navy, do say that he 
is a good man and minister of our parish, and the 
Duke of York admits him to kiss his hand, but speaks 
not one word to him ; but so a warrant will be drawn 
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from the Duke of York io qualify him, and there’s an 
end of it. My wife ccftues home from Woolwich, bnt 
did not dine with me, going to dress herself against m 
night to go to Mrs. Pierce’s to be merry, where wc 
are have Knipp and Harris and other good people. 

•I at my accounts. Anon comes down my wife, dressed 
in her second mourning, with her black n&oire waist- 
coat, and short petticoat laced with silver lace so 
basely that I could not endure to see her, and with 
^,eed lining which is too soon, so that I was horrid 
angry, and would not go to our founded meeting, 
which vexed me to the blood, and my wife sent twice 
or thrice to me to direct her any way to dress „ her but 
to put on her cloth gown, which she w^ild not venture, 
which made me mad : and so in the evening to my 
chamber, vexed, and to my accounts, which I ended to 
my great content, and did make amends for the loss of 
our mirth this night by getthfg this done. 

30 th. After dinner I walked to Arumdel House, the 
way veuy dusty, the day of meeting of the Society 
being changed from Wednesday to Thursday, which I 
k»e^ »ot before, because the Wednesday is a Council 
day, and several of the Council are of the Society, and^ 
woulcf come bnt for their attending the King at 
Council; where I find very much company, in ex- 
pectation of the Duchess of Newcastle, who had de- 
sired to he inVfted to the Society; and was, after 




much debate, pro and con* it seems many bein^ 
against it ; and we do belike the town will be full of 
ballads of it. Anon comes the Duchess with her 
women attending her; among others, the Ferabosco, 
of whom so much talk is that her lady would bid? her 
show her face and kill the gallants. She is indeed' 
black, and*hath good black little eyes, but otherwise 
a very ordinary woman#I do think, but they say sings 
well. The Duchess hath been a good, comely woman ; 
but her dress so antick, and h8r deportment s8 
ordinary, that f 3o not like her at all, nor do I hear 
her say anything ihat was worth hearing, but that 
she was? fu^l of admiration, all admiration. Several 
fine experiment#vifere shown her of colours, loadstones, 
microscopes, and of liquors : among others, of one 
that did, while she was there, turn a piece of roasted 
mutton into pure •blood, which was very rare. Here 
was Mrs. Moore of Cambridge, whom I had not 'seed 
before, and I was glad to see her ; as also a very black 
boy that ran np and down the room, somebod^s child 
in Arundel Honse. Aiter they had shown her many 
experiments, and she cried still she was full •bfc atl- 
■miration, she departed, being led out and jn by 
several lords that were there ; among others. Lord 
Greorge Barkeley and pari of Carlisle, and \very* 
pretty young man, the Duke of Somerset. > 

31st. At the Treasury chamber. Here I saw 



• Dunoomb look as big, and take as much state on him, 
as if he had been born*a lord. Here I met with Sir 
H. Cholmly, who tells me that he is told this day by 
Secretary Morris that he believes we are, and shall 
be, ojjly fooled by the French ; and that the J>ntch are 
grery high and insolent, and ' do look upon us as come 
over only to beg a peace ; which troubles :me ver y 
much, and I do fear it is true. Thence to Sir G. 
Carteret at his lodgings ; who, I perceive, is mightily 
displeased with thi$ new treasury, and he hath reason, 
for it will eclipse him ; and he tells ii#that my Lord 
A shly says they understand nothing ; and he says he 
believes the King do® not intend they shall long. 
But I believe no such thing, hut thatch King will 
find such benefit by them as he will desire to have 
them continue, as we see he hath done, in the late new 
Act that was so much decried aboi^ the King ; but 
yet the King hath since permitted it, and found good 
^Tiy it. He says, and I believe, that m great many 
* persons ^ Court are angry at the rise of this X)uncomb, 
whose father, he tells me, was a Long-parliament 
and. a^gfeat committee man ; and this fellow used to 
carry his papers to committees after him : He was a 
kind of an attorney ; hut for all this, I belie*ve, will he 
a great man, in spite of all. In the evening home, and 
tiiere, to my unexpected satisfaction, did get my in- 
tricate accounts^ interest, which have been of late 
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much, perplexed by mixing of some moneys of Sir 0-. 
Carteret’s with mine, evened and set right : and so 
late to supper, and with great quiet to bed ; finding 
by the balance of my account that I am creditor £6,900, 
for which the Lord of Heaven be praised ! n 

T> 
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